Apostolic Constitutions:
A Collection Of 1st Century A.D. Messianic-Hebraic Prayers:

There is an ancient Greek work known as the Apostolic Constitutions. 

Books Seven and Eight of this work contain the early liturgy of the  

Gentile Church along with 16 prayers that certain scholars say date

back to the original Messianic Jewish Believers.  These prayers are submitted here for your consideration.  They contain some interpolations, and in here a few of these, along with a few abridgements, will be replaced in the prayers by a: *.

(This following is a Messianic version.)
See: The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha / Edited by: James H.          

Charlesworth, (Vol.2 pgs. 671-697), for a very in depth treatment of 

these ancient (Messianic) Synagogal prayers.                         

 

                                   I.

              A Prayer Of Thanksgiving Following Communion.

                          Apos. Const. 7.26.1-3

 

     (Then after the communion, you shall give thanks in this way:)
     We give thanks to you, O God and Father of Yeshua our Savior,

on behalf of Your Holy Name which You caused to encamp among us,

and on behalf of the knowledge and faith and love and immortality which

You gave to us through Yeshua Your  Son.

    O Master Almighty, the God of the universe, You created the world

and what is in it through Him; and You planted deeply in our souls a

Torah; and you prepared for men the things necessary for communion;

    You are the God of the holy and blameless ones, our  fathers Avraham

and Yitzchak and Ya`akov, Your faithful servants; the powerful Elohim,

the faithful and True One, without falsehood in Your promises; the One

Who sent forth upon earth Yeshua Your  Messiah, to live together  with

men as a Man, being Divine Word and man, and thoroughly to destroy

error.

 

                                   II.

    A Prayer Of Praise To Elohim, The Universal Savior And Fighter On

                      Behalf Of Avraham's Family.

                         Apos. Const. 7.33.2-7

 

    Our eternal Savior; Melech Elohim, Who alone is Almighty and

Adonai, the God of all beings, and God of our holy and blameless

fathers before us, the God of Avraham and Yitzchak and Ya`akov, the

merciful and compassionate, the patient and very merciful, to Whom

every heart is seen, appearing naked, and every hidden thought is

uncovered; to You the souls of righteous people cry out!

    Upon You the hopes of devout people have relied;  the Father of the

blameless, the Hearer of those who call upon You with honesty, the One

Who knows the petitions unspoken.

    For Your forethought  reaches as far as human inner  feelings, and

through the conscience You search each person's judgment, and in every

region of the inhabited earth, the incense that comes through prayer

and words is sent up to You.

    You are the One who appointed the present world as a race-course for

righteousness, and opened to everyone a gate of mercy, and showed to

every person, through implanted knowledge, and inborn judgment, and by

their responses to the Torah, how the possession of wealth is surely

not everlasting, the beauty of appearance is not ever-flowing, the

strength of power is easily dissolved, and surely everything is a

vapor, and vanity.

    But a conscience with undisguised faith endures, a dwelling-place

through the midst of the Heavens, rising up with Truth, it takes hold

by the right hand of the coming nourishment.

    At the same time, and before the promise of the regeneration is

present, the soul itself, exulting, is rejoiced.

    For  from the beginning of our  forefather Avraham's  laying claim to

the way of Truth, You led him by a vision, having taught  him what  at

any time this world is.

    And his faith traveled ahead of his knowledge, but  the Covenant was

the follower of his faith.

For you said,

    "I will make your seed like the stars of the heaven,

    and like the sand that is beside the edge of the sea."

But truly, having also given Yitzchak to him, and having known him to

be like that one in character, You were also called his God, having

said,

    "I will be your God, and of your seed after you."

And having placed our  father Ya`akov in Mesopotamia, having shown him

HaMashiach through Him You spoke, saying,

    "Look! I Am with you and I will increase you, and multiply you

    exceedingly."

And in this way You spoke to Moshe, Your faithful and holy servant, in

the Vision at the bush:    אהיה אשר אהיה - יהוה‎   
    "I AM the Being; this is for Me an eternal Name, and a remembrance

    to generations of generations."

O Fighter on behalf of Avraham's family, blessed are You forever!

                                   III.

      A Prayer That Meditates Upon Elohim's Manifold Creative Power,

                Which Comes To Sinful Man In Redemption.

                          Apos. Const. 7.34.1-8

 

    Blessed art Thou, O YHVH, King of the ages, Who through Messiah

made  everything, and through Him in the beginning ordered that  which

was unprepared; who separated waters from waters with a firmament, and

put a lively wind in these; who settled the earth firmly, and stretched

out heaven, and ordered the exact arrangement of each one of the

creatures.

    For through Your commencement, O Master, order has beamed with joy;

while heaven, having been pitched like a vault, is adorned with stars,

for  the sake of encouragement in the midst of the darkness; while light

and sun, for days and for fruits, came to birth; while moon, for

changing of times, increased and decreased, and night was named, and

day was kindly addressed; while a firmament was shown forth in the

midst of the abysses, and You said for the waters to be gathered

together, and for the dry land to appear; while the sea itself -- how

shall we describe it in full? -- which comes raging from the oceans,

yet runs back again from the sands, being hindered by Your command.

For You said, "By it shall her waves be shattered."  While for living

creatures, for small and for great, and for the voyaging of ships, You

made it.  Then earth grew green, engraved with all sorts of flowers,

and with an embroidery of different trees.  And the all-blazing

luminaries are nourishers of these, keeping without trespass the long

course, not deviating in any way from Your ordinance; but wherever You

may command, in this place they rise and set, for signs of seasons and

years, alternating for the assistance of mankind.  Thereafter were

prepared classes of differing living creatures; those found on dry

land, those living in water, those traversing the air, and amphibians.

And by the skilled Wisdom of Your forethought is given to each one the

appropriate providence. - For just as It was not exhausted in bringing

forth differing classes, neither has It neglected to make for each one

a different providence.

    And the goal of the creative work -- the rational  living creature,

the world resident -- having given order by Your Wisdom, You created,

saying, "Let Us make man according to Our image and likeness;" having

declared him a (micro)cosom of the cosmos, having formed for him the

body out of the elements; and having prepared for him the soul out of

non-being, and having given to him fivefold perception, and having

placed over the perceptions a mind, the holder of the reins of the

soul.

    And in addition to all these things, O Master, YHVH, who can

worthily describe the movement of rain-producing clouds, the flashing

forth of lightning, the clashing of the thunders; for the supplying of

appropriate nourishment, and the blending of complex atmospheres?

    But when man was disobedient, You took away his deserved life.  You

did not make it disappear absolutely, but for a time, having put him

to sleep for a little while, by an oath You have call him forth to new

birth.  You have loosed the boundary of death, You  Who are the Maker 
of  Life for the dead, through Yeshua HaMashiach, our hope!

 

                                   IV.

   A Prayer That Joins With All Nature In Praising The One And Only

                       Great And Merciful God.

                       Apos. Const. 7.35.1-10

 

    Great are You, O YHVH, Almighty One, and great is Your strength,

and of  Your understanding there is no numbering!

    O Creator, Savior  rich One in favors, long-sufferer, and supplier

of mercy, Who does not withdraw from the Salvation of Your creatures!

For by nature You are good; yet You spare those who are sinning,

summoning them to repentance, for Your warning is merciful!  For how

should we have withstood, having swift judgment demanded of us?  We

who, when being treated patiently, with difficulty refuse our weakness?

    The Heavens proclaimed Your might; and earth, though being shaken,

proclaimed Your firmness, being hung upon nothing!  The sea, surging

with waves, and shepherding a herd of countless living creatures, has

been shackled with sand, has shuddered at Your will, and compels all to

cry out:

        "How magnified are your works, O YHVH!  You made everything

        with Wisdom; the earth was filled with Your creating!"

And an army of angels breaking forth, and intellectual spirits say to

each one,

        "There is One Holy One!"

And holy S'raphim, together with the six-winged K'ruvim, singing to You

the triumphal song, with never-silent voices cry out:

        "Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, YHVH Tzva'ot", the Heaven and the

        earth are full of Your glory!"

And the other throngs of the hosts, Archangels, thrones, dominions,

sovereignties, authorities, powers, crying out, say,

        "Blessed be the Glory of the YHVH from its place!"

But Israel, your earthly assembly out of the nations, competing with

the Heavenly powers by night and by day, with heart filled to the brim

and with a willing spirit sings,

        "The chariot of Elohim is ten thousands multiplied by thousands

        of thriving ones; YHVH is among them in Sinai, in the holy

        Place!"

    Heaven knows the One who raised it as a vault upon nothing, like a

stone cube, and united earth and water with each other, and poured out

air for keeping animals, and plaited together with this fire for warmth

and encouragement in darkness.

    The chorus of stars amazes, pointing out the One who numbered them,

and showing the One who named them.

    Living creatures point to the One who gave them life; trees point

to the One who produced them; as all things, having been made by Your

Word, suggest the Might of Your power.

    Wherefore also all men ought, from their very breasts, to send up

to You through Messiah the psalm on behalf of all, by reason of You who

hold Power over all things.  For You are the kind One in good deeds,

and One fond of giving with compassions, the only All-Mighty One!  For

when You desire, to be able is present with You.  For Your eternal

power even cools flames, and muzzles lions, and tames sea monsters, and

raises those who are sick, and overturns powers, and overthrows an army

of enemies and a people numbered for its arrogance.

    You are the One in Heaven, the One upon the earth, the One in the

sea, the One in the farthest  boundaries, bounded by nothing.  For  of

Your greatness there is no boundary.  For this Divine-saying is not

ours, Master, but Your servant's, (to Moshe - from You), saying,

        "And you shall know in your  hearts that your God is the YHVH,

        Elohim in Heaven above, and upon earth beneath, and there is no

        other beside Him!"

    For there is no god beside You alone, there is no Holy One beside

You; YHVH Elohim of knowledge, God of holy ones, Holy One above all holy ones.  For those who have been made holy are under Your Hand.  You are honored and exalted exceedingly; invisible by nature, unsearchable in judgments, whose Life is in want of nothing.

Unchangeable and unceasing is Your continuance.  Untiring is Your activity.  Unlimited is Your greatness.  Unfailing is Your beauty.  Unapproachable is Your dwelling-place.  Unremovable is Your resting-place.  Without beginning is Your knowledge.  Unchangeable is Your Truth.  Unmediated is Your work.  Unplotted against  is Your strength.  Without successor is Your monarchy.  Unending is Your Kingdom.  Without adversary is Your might. Great in number is Your army.  For You are the Father of wisdom, the Creator, as cause, of the creative workmanship through a Mediator; the Supplier of foresight; the Giver of Laws; the Fulfiller of needs; the Punisher of the unGodly, and the Rewarder of the righteous; the God and Father of HaMashiach, and The-Lord of those who are pious toward Him; Whose promise is not deceptive, Whose judgment is without bribery, Whose knowledge is never  faithless, Whose religion is never-ending, Whose thanksgiving is everlasting; through Whom also the worship worthy of You is owed by every reasonable and holy nature!

 

                                   V.

     A Prayer Praising Elohim For His Redemptive Deeds For Israel,

         And For The Institution Of Days Set Apart for Worship.

                         Apos. Const. 7.36.1-7

 

    O YHVH, Almighty One, You created the cosmos through Messiah, and

marked out a Shabbat day for a remembrance of this; because on it You

rested from the works of creation, in order to give attention to Your

own Torah.

    And You appointed Festivals for the gladdening of our souls, so

that we may come into remembrance of the Wisdom of Your creation; how

for us He submitted to birth, that birth through a woman; how He

appeared in this life, having demonstrated Himself in His immersion;

how He who appeared is Elohim and man; how He suffered for us with Your consent, and how He died and arose by Your strength.

    Therefore, celebrating the Resurrection Festival *, we rejoice over

the One who indeed conquered death, having brought to light life and

immortality.  For by Him You brought the goyim to Yourself, for a

treasured people, * (together with) Israel, the friend of Elohim, who

sees Elohim. -

    - For You, O YHVH, have led out from the land of Egypt  even our

fathers; and You have rescued them out of an iron furnace, and out of

clay and making of bricks.  You redeemed them out of Pharaoh's hand,

and the hand of those under him.  And You  led them through the sea as

through dry land, and You bore with their manners in the wilderness

with manifold goodnesses.

    You gave to them a Torah, Ten Divine-announcements uttered by Your

Voice, and engraved by Your Hand.

    You commanded them to keep the Shabbat, not giving an excuse for

laziness, but rather an opportunity for reverence toward Elohim, for

knowledge of Your power, for hindrance of evil; as if having confined

them in a holy circumference, for the sake of teaching, for the

exultant  joy of the number seven.  Because of  this You appointed one

seven, and seven sevens, and a seventh month, and a seventh year; and

with this a year for forgiveness, each fifty-year cycle, so that men

might  have no excuse to pretend ignorance.  For this reason every

Shabbat You permitted them not to work, so that no one would desire to

let drop from his mouth a word spoken in anger on the day of the

Shabbat.

    For the Shabbat is a rest from creation, a completion of the

cosmos, a seeking out of Laws, thankful praise to Elohim on behalf of

those things which He has freely given to men.

    * (And this) showing forth: the Mediator Himself, the Supervisor,

the Torah-Giver, the cause of resurrection, the Firstborn of all

creation, the Divine Word - and a Man, the One born of Miryam alone,

without a husband; who lived Holily as a resident, Who was executed-on-

a-persecution-stake under Pontius Pilate, and having died, is also (the

One) having arisen from (the) dead.

    * (From this) it advises us to offer  to You, O Master, thanksgiving

on behalf of everything.  For this is the grace which has been

furnished by You, which by its magnitude overlaid loftily every other

good mitzvah!

 

                                   VI.

   A Prayer Of Invocation, Calling Upon Elohim, Who Has Always Accepted

     The Worship Of His People, To Accept The Present Prayers Of His

                                New People.

                           Apos. Const. 7.37.1-5

 

    O You who have fulfilled the promises which were given through the

Prophets, and have had mercy on Tziyon, and have had pity on

Yerushalayim, by Your  having exalted the throne of David, Your servant,

in her midst, by the birth of HaMashiach, the One who, according to

flesh, was of his seed, having been born of a virgin alone; -

    - Now also, Yourself, O Master Elohim, accept the entreaties on the

lips of Your people, who have come out of the nations, who call upon

You in truth, even as You received the gifts of the righteous in their

generations:

    Hevel, especially -- You beheld and accepted his sacrifice,

    Noach, when he had come out of the ark;

    Avraham, after his coming out from the land of the Kasda'in;

    Yitzchak, at the well of the oath;

    Ya`akov, in Beit-el;

    Moshe, in the wilderness;

    Aharon, in the midst of the living and of those who had died;

    Y'hoshua the son of Nun in Gilgal;

    Gid`on, upon the rock, and the fleeces, before his sin;

    Manoach -- and of his wife -- in the field;

    Shimshon, in his thirst before his error;

    Yiftach, in the war, before his unwise promise;

    Baraq and Devora, in the days of Sisera;

    Shmu'el, in Mitspa;

    David on the threshing floor of Ornan the Yevusite;

    Shlomo in Giv`on and in Yerushalayim;

    Eliyahu in Mount Karmel;

    Elisha at the barren fountain;

    Y'hoshafat in the war;

    Chizkiyahu in sickness, and concerning Sancheriv;

    Menashshe in the land of the Kasda'in after his offence;

    Yoshiyahu at Pesach;

    `Ezra in the return;

    Dani'el in the hole of the lions;

    Yonah in the belly of the whale;

    The three children in a furnace of fire;

    Channa in the tent before the ark;

    Nechemya at the raising up of the walls; and of Z'rubavel;

    Mattityahu and his sons in your zeal;

    Ya`el in praises.

And now, therefore, receive the prayers of Your people, offered up with

full knowledge to You through Messiah in The Ruach!

 

                                   VII.

      A Prayer Of Thanksgiving To Elohim For His Continuing Acts Of

 Redemption In The Past, And Now In Messiah; And For His Manifold Gifts

                       To Man, The Rational Being.

                          Apos. Const. 7.38.1-8

 

    We give thanks to You for all things, O Master Almighty, because

You have not forsaken us with Your mercies and Your compassions; but

generation after generation You save, rescue, secure, and shelter.

    For You secured people in the days of Enosh and Chanoch,

    in the days of Moshe and Y'hoshua,

    in the days of the Judges,

    in the days of Shmu'el and Eliyahu and of the Prophets,

    in the days of David and of the Kings,

    in the days of Ester and Mordekhay,

    in the days of Yehudit,

    in the days of Y'hudah Makkabi, and of his brothers.

And in our days You secured us through Your great Cohen HaGadol, Yeshua

HaMashiach, Your  Son.

    For even from the sword He rescued, and from famine He delivered,

having maintained us; from disease He healed, and from an evil tongue

He sheltered us.  For all things we give thanks to You through Messiah,

to You Who even have given us an articulate voice for confession of

gratitude, and have undergirded it with a harmonious tongue, in the

manner of a lyre, like a musical instrument; and a useful sense of

taste, and a corresponding sense of touch, and vision for sight, and

hearing for sound, and a sense of smelling for vapors, and hands for

work, and feet for travel.  And all these things you have formed out of

a little drop in a womb, and after the shaping, you freely give

immortal life, and you bring forward into light the rational being, the

man. -

    - With Laws, you have taught  him; with just ordinances, you have

cleansed him; bringing on dissolution for a little while, You have

promised the resurrection! -

    - Therefore indeed, what  manner of life is fully able, and how

great  length of ages will be sufficient for men for thanksgiving?  To

do so worthily would be impossible, but to do so according to our

ability is holy.  For you have rescued us from the unGodliness of many

gods, * You have set us free from the ignorance that has gone astray.

    You have sent forth HaMashiach to men as a Man, being uniquely born

Elohim; You have caused the Comforter to live in us;

    You have set up angels over us; You have dishonored the false-

accuser.

    (From our) not being, You have made (us); (we then) having become,

You watch over (us), You measure out life; You supply nourishment; You

have promised repentance.

    On behalf of all things, to You be the glory and the reverential

awe, through Yeshua HaMashiach, now and always, and into the ages.

Amaine.

 

                                   VIII.

                       Instruction For New Believers

                          Apos. Const. 7.39.2-4

 

    Let the one who is to be instructed regarding the teaching of

reverent-observance be taught before immersion: knowledge concerning

the Eternal Elohim (while) understanding concerning the only begotten

Son, and full assurance concerning Ruach HaKodesh.

    Let him learn the order of the several parts of creation, the

sequence of providence, the judgment seats of different legislation,

why the world came to be and why man was appointed a world resident.

    Let him understand his own nature, of what sort it is.

    Let him be educated in how Elohim punished the wicked by water and

fire, and glorified the sanctified-ones in each generation: I mean

Shet, Enosh, Chanoch, Noach, Avraham and his descendants, Malki-Tzedek, Iyov, Moshe, both Y'hoshua and Kalev, Phinechas the Cohen, and the holy ones in each generation.  And how Elohim, though He foresaw, did not abandon the family of men, but summoned them at various times from

error and folly into the understanding of Truth, leading them from

servitude and irreverence into freedom and reverent-observance, from

Lawlessness into righteousness, from eternal death into everlasting

Life.

    Let the one who offers himself learn during his instruction these

things and those (things) that are related to them.

 

                                   IX.

A Prayer Of Praise To Elohim For His Greatness, And For His Appointment

                        Of Leaders For His People.

                           Apos. Const. 8.5.1-4

 

        The One who is, Master, YHVH, Elohim the Almighty; the only

One without origin and without a king; the One Who is forever, and Who

exists before the ages; the One needing nothing in any way, and greater

than every cause and origin; the only true One, the only wise One; the

One who is alone Most High; the One who is by nature invisible; Whose

knowledge is without beginning; the only good One, and incomparable

One; the One who knows all things before their origin; the Knower of

the hidden things, the unapproachable One, the One without a master;

the God and Father of Your only Son, our God and Savior, the Maker of

the whole universe through Him; the Administrator, the Guardian, the

Father of mercies, and God of all consolation, the One who dwells in

the heights, and Who observes humble things; You are the One Who gave

standards for the Assembly, through the appearance in flesh of Your

Messiah, subject  to the witness by the Comforter, through Your

Emissaries and through us Overseers who by Your grace are present.

    You are the One Who marked out beforehand, from the beginning,

    Cohanim for governing over Your people;

    Hevel at first,

    Shet and Enosh and Chanoch and Noach, and Malki-Tzedek and Iyov;

    the One who showed forth Avraham, and the other Patriarchs,

    together with Your faithful servants Moshe and Aharon,

    and El`azar and Phinechas;

    the One who prepared beforehand from among them rulers and Cohanim

    in the Tent Of The Testimony;

    the One choosing for Yourself Shmu'el, to be a Cohen and a Prophet;

    the One who did not forsake Your Sanctuary without public services;

    the One who was pleased to be glorified by those You have chosen.

 

                                   X.

                A Prayer On Behalf Of The New Believers.

                         Apos. Const. 8.6.5-8

 

    Let us all earnestly entreat Elohim on behalf of the new Believers:

that  the One who is good and loves mankind will kindly hear their

prayers; and having received their supplication, that He may assist

them and grant them for their good the requests of their hearts; that

He may reveal to them the Good-News of His Messiah.

    Illumine them, and give them understanding, educate them in the

knowledge of Elohim, teach them His ordinances and judgments, implant

in them His pure and saving (reverent)fear, open the ears of their

hearts to engage in His Torah day and night; and that He may establish

them in reverent-observance, unify and number  them among His holy

flock, grant  them (the) washing of regeneration, the garment of

incorruption, (and) real life; and that He may save them from all

irreverence, and give place to no adversary against them; and that He

may cleanse them from all pollution of flesh and spirit, and dwell in

them, and walk (among them) through His Messiah, and bless their

comings in, and their goings out, and guide their affairs for their

good.

    Let us still earnestly supplicate for them that, obtaining

remission of their trespasses through entering, they may be deemed

worthy of the holy mysteries, and of remaining constantly with the

sanctified-ones.

    Arise, new Believers, request  the shalom of Elohim through His

Messiah, that  the day be peaceable and free from sin, even the entire

time of your life, that your end be (finding you) Messianic, that

Elohim be gracious and kind, (that Elohim grant) the forgiveness of

trespasses.

    Dedicate yourselves to the only Eternal God through His Messiah.

    Bow down and receive a blessing.

 

                                   XI.

         A Prayer Of Entreaty For Elohim's Mercy Upon The Repentant

                           Apos. Const. 8.9.8f

 

    O Almighty Elohim, Eternal One, Master of the whole universe,

Creator and President of everything,

    the one who showed forth man as a (micro)cosmo of the cosmos through Messiah, and who gave an implanted and Written Torah to him,

so that he might live Lawfully as a rational being, and when he had sinned, (You) gave him Your goodness, as a pledge to lead him to repentance;

    look upon those who have bent the neck of their soul and body to

You, because He does not desire the death of the sinner, but his

repentance, so that he might turn back from his way of evil, and live!

    (You are) the One who accepted the repentance of the Ninevites; the

One desiring all men to be saved, and to come to a knowledge of Truth;

the One who accepted the son who had consumed his life's savings with

loose living, with Fatherly feelings because of his repentance.  Also

now Yourself receive from Your supplicants their change of mind; for

there is no one who will not sin against You. - For, if You, YHVH,

should watch Lawlessness closely, YHVH, who could stand his ground?

    Because with You there is the means for taking away sin!

 

                                   XII.

 A Prayer Of Praise To Elohim, Rehearsing The Grounds In Redemption And

     In Creation Which Make Praise So Fitting For Elohim's Redeemed

                              Creature, Man

                          Apos. Const. 8.12.6-27

 

    It is truly worthy and right before all things to sing a psalm to

You, the One Who is Truly God; the One Who is before things that have

been made; from whom every family in Heaven and upon earth is named;

the only One without origin, and without a beginning; and not ruled by

a king, and without a master; the One not in want; the Supplier of

every good (thing); the One far exceeding every cause and origin; the

One always the same, and holding just so; from whom are all things,

just as from some starting-point, it came in order to be.

    For You are the knowledge without beginning; the eternal vision;

the hearing without origin; the wisdom without teaching; the First by

nature, and only One in being, and far exceeding every number; the One

Who brought everything into being out of non-being, through Your only

Son, * a Divine Word, a living Wisdom, a Firstborn of all creation,

(The) Angel of Your great purpose, Your Cohen HaGadol; both King and

Lord of all intelligible and perceptible nature, the One before all

things, through Whom are all things!  For You, O eternal Elohim, have

make all things through Him, and through Him by suitable foreknowledge

You design everything.  For through Him You freely gave being, (and)

through Him also You gave well-being.  (You are) the God and Father of

Your only Son, who through Him before all things made the K'ruvim and

the S'raphim, both ages and (Heavenly) hosts, both powers and

authorities, both rulers and thrones, both Archangels and angels; and

after all these, having made through Him this world that is seen, and

everything in it.

    For You are the One who placed the heaven like a vaulted arch, and

like a screen stretched it out; and founded the earth upon nothing, by

judgment alone; the One who fixed a firmament, and prepared night and

day; the One who brought light out of the treasuries, and at the

contraction of this (light), the One who brought the darkness for rest

for the living creatures moving about in the world; the One who

appointed the sun for rule (over) the day in heaven, and the moon for

rule (over) the night, and engraved the choir of the stars in heaven,

for praise of your splendor; the One who made water for drinking and

cleansing, lively air for breathing in and breathing out, and for

uttering of a voice, the air having been struck by a tongue, and (the

sense of) hearing, working together under it, so as to hear, taking in

the speech falling upon it; the One who made fire for encouragement

(in) darkness, for satisfaction of want, and for us to be warmed and

enlightened by it; the One who separated the great sea from the land,

who indeed declared the one for navigation, and made the other passable

for  feet; Who filled the one with living creatures, small and great,

and filled up the other with tame animals and untamed; having encircled

(it) with manifold plants, and having crowned (it) with herbs, and

having beautified (it) with flowers, and having enriched (it) with

seeds; the One Who framed an abyss, and surrounded it with a great

hollow, seas of salt waters having been heaped up; the One Who by winds

sometimes raises it up to a crest, to become the height of mountains,

and sometimes spreads it out into a plain, and sometimes indeed driving

it mad with storm, and sometimes soothing it with a calm, so as to be

easy for crossing by seafaring sailors; the One who encircled with

rivers the world which came into being by You through Messiah, and

flooded it with mountain torrents, and drenched it with never-failing

springs, and bound it tightly all around with mountains, for an

unshakable foundation of a most steadfast earth.

    For You filled Your world, and divided and arranged it, with sweet-

smelling and healing herbs; with many and varied living creatures, with

strong ones and with weak ones, with edible ones and with productive

ones, with tame ones and with untamed ones; with hissings of serpents,

with screams of many-colored birds; with cycles of years, with numbers

of months and days; with arrangements of customs; with courses of rain-

producing clouds, for the generation of fruits, and the care of living

creatures; (and with) a balance of winds, blowing when they are ordered

by you; (and) the multitude of plants and herbs.

    And You not only made the world, but You also made the world

resident in it, declaring him (to be) a (micro)cosm of the cosmos.  For

You said by Your Wisdom,

    "Let us make man according to Our image, and according to (Our)

    likeness; and let them rule the fish of the sea, and the winged

    birds of the heaven."

Therefore also You have made him out of immortal soul, and out of a

body that may be scattered; the one indeed out of that which is not,

but  the other out of the four elements.  And You have indeed given to

him, with reference to the soul, rational discrimination, distinguishing of reverent-observance and irreverence, observation of right and wrong.  While with reference to the body, You have given (him) five senses, and the movement involving change of place.

    For You, O Elohim Almighty, through Messiah, planted a Paradise in

Eden, eastward, with all manner of edible foods, in (proper) order;

and into it, as if into a very expensive home, You brought  him.  And

indeed, You have given to him an implanted Torah to do, so that from

himself, and by himself, he might have the seeds of divine knowledge.

So, having brought (him) into the Paradise of luxury, You allowed him

the right to partake of all things.

    But of only one thing did You refuse him the taste; in hope of

greater things, in order that, if he should keep the commandment, he

might receive immortality as a reward for this.  But, having cared

nothing for the commandment, and having tasted of the forbidden fruit,

by the trickery of a serpent, and by the counsel of a woman, You indeed

rightly thrust him out from Paradise.

    Yet in goodness, You did not overlook him who was perishing

forever, for he was Your work of art.  But, having subjected to him the

creation, You have given to him, through sweat and hard labors, to

provide by himself the nourishment for his own family, while you are

causing all things to grow, and to ripen.  And in time, having caused

him to fall asleep for a while, You called (him) by an oath to new

birth; having dissolved the boundaries of death, -

    - You promised Life by resurrection!

    And not only this; but also those who poured forth from him, to

become an innumerable multitude - those who continued with You, You

glorified, while those who separated from You, you punished.

And while indeed from Hevel, as from a devout man, You favorably

received a sacrifice; from the brother-murderer Kayin, You turned aside

the offering as from an accursed person.  And in addition to these, You

took hold of Shet and Enosh, and You translated Chanoch.

    For You are the Maker of man, and the supplier of life, and the

fulfiller of need, and the dispenser of Laws, and the rewarder of those

keeping them, and the avenger of those transgressing them; the One Who

brought the great flood on the world, because of the multitude of those

who lived Godlessly; and who delivered the righteous Noach from the

flood in an ark, together with eight souls; an end indeed of those who

have passed on, but a beginning of those about to be born.  (You are)

the One who kindled the fearful fire against the five cities of S'dom,

and turned a fruitful land into salt because of those living in it, and

snatched away pious Lot from the burning.

    You are the One who delivered Avraham from ancestral Godlessness,

and appointed him heir of the world, and showed to him Your Messiah;

The One who appointed Malki-Tzedek a Cohen haGadol in Your service; Who declared Your much-enduring servant Iyov conqueror of the archevil

serpent; Who made Yitzchak a son of promise; (and) Ya`akov, father of

twelve sons; and You formed his descendants into a multitude; and Who

led (them) into Egypt, with seventy-five souls.  You, O YHVH, did not

neglect Yosef, but gave to him to rule over Egypt - a reward of the

self-control that You enable.  You, O YHVH, did not disregard the

Hebrews, being worn out by hard labor under the Egyptians.  But on

account of the promises (made) to the fathers, You delivered (them),

having punished the Egyptians.  And when men had corrupted the natural

law, and at one time, indeed, having esteemed the creation as happening

without cause, and at another time, having honored it more than is

right, comparing it to You, to the God of the universe; You did not

permit them to go astray, but showed forth Your holy servant Moshe,

having given though him the Written Torah, as an aid to the natural

(law).  And You showed the creation to be Your work, and (so) You

banished the polytheistic error.

    You glorified Aharon, and those who came after him, with priestly

honor; You punished the Hebrews when they sinned; (but) You received

those who returned (to You).  You exacted vengeance on the Egyptians

with ten plagues; You carried the Israelites across a sea, dividing it;

You destroyed the pursuing Egyptians under water; You sweetened bitter

water with wood; You poured forth water out of jagged rock; You rained

the manna out of Heaven, a mother-of-quail nourishment out of the air;

You comforted them with a Pillar of fire by night, for light, and a

Pillar of cloud by day, for shade; You showed forth Y'hoshua, the

soldier; You destroyed seven Canaanite nations through him; You tore in

two the Yarden; You dried up the rivers of overflowing; You broke down

walls without machines (of war), and without human hand.

    Glory is Yours, because of all these things, O Master, Almighty!

Innumerable armies of angels worship You - Archangels, thrones,

dominions, rulers, authorities, powers, eternal armies; the K'ruvim and

the six-winded S'raphim, with two covering up their feet, and with two

their heads, and with two flying; and saying together with thousands on

thousands of Archangels, and ten thousand times ten thousand angels,

incessantly and loudly crying out - and all the people together, let

them say –

KADOSH, KADOSH, KADOSH YHVH  TZVA'OT, THE HEAVEN AND THE

                          EARTH ARE FULL OF HIS GLORY!

    (He) is blessed forever!  Amaine.

 

                                   XIII.

 A Prayer Of Praise And Benediction, Spoken By An Overseer At The Close

                         Of The Communion Service

                           Apos. Const. 8.15.7-9

 

    O Elohim, the Almighty, the True One and Incomparable One, - Who is

everywhere, and is present by all things; and (yet) Who is in nothing

as though being one certain thing; - the One who is not circumscribed

in places; the One who is not growing old in time; the One who does not

come to an end in the ages; the One who is not deceived by words; the

One who is not subject to origin; the One who does not need a guardian;

the One who is above corruption; the One who does not entertain change;

the One who by nature is unchangeable; the One who dwells in

unapproachable light; the One who is by nature invisible; the One who

is known by all those who with good will seek You with rational

natures; the One who is understood by those who with good will seek

after You; the God of Israel, the one Truly seeing, Your people who

have believed in Messiah:

    being gracious, attend to me on account of Your Name, and bless

those who have bended low their necks before You, and give to them the

requests of their hearts - the things that are profitable - and do not

make one of them a castaway from Your Kingdom, but consecrate them,

guard, shelter, assist, deliver them from the stranger, from every

enemy; preserve their homes, guard their goings in and goings out!

    Because to You (belong) glory, praise, splendor, reverence, (and)

worship; and to Your Servant Yeshua, to Your Messiah, to our Lord, both

God and King; and to Ruach HaKodesh; now, and always, and into the ages

of the ages.  Amaine.

 

                                   XIV.

         A Portion Of A Prayer Prayed At The Ordination Of Elders

                            Apos. Const. 8.16.3

 

    O YHVH, Almighty, our God, who through Messiah made everything,

and through Him provides for everything appropriately; for to the One

having power to make differing things, to this One belongs power also

to provide in differing ways; for through Him, O Elohim, You indeed

provide for those who are immortal in a place of security, a mansion;

while for those who are mortal, (You provide) in successive ways, for

the soul by meditation upon Laws, for the body by the satisfaction of

wants.

    Now also Yourself, look upon Your holy Assembly and increase it;

and multiply those leading it; and give power so that they may work

hard in word and in deed, for the building up of your people!

 

                                   XV.

             A Prayer To Accompany The Offering Of Firstfruits

                         Apos. Const. 8.40.2-4

 

    We give thanks to You, O YHVH Almighty, Maker and Superintendent of

the universe, through Your only Son, Yeshua Messiah, our Lord, for the

Firstfruit offerings to You, not such as we ought (to give), but such

as we are able (to give).  For who among men is able to give thanks to

You  worthily, on behalf of the things You have given to them for

partaking in?

    O God of Avraham, and Yitzchak, and Ya`akov, and of all the holy

ones, the One who brought all things to perfection through Your Word,

and commanded the earth to produce all manner of fruits for our

gladdening and food; who gave forage for the duller and sheepish

(creatures): foliage for those eating grass, and to some, indeed, raw

meat, while to some, seeds; yet to us, grain, the useful and

appropriate food and various other things - some indeed, for (our) use,

while others for (our) health, still others for (our) enjoyment.

    For all these things, therefore, You are praised (in psalms), for

Your good deeds to all through Messiah, with Whom to You be glory,

honor, and awe; and to Ruach HaKodesh, forever.  Amaine.

 

                                   XVI.

                        Funeral Prayer For The Dead

                           Apos. Const. 8.41.2-5

 

    And on behalf of those our brothers who are at rest in Messiah, *

sent into the embrace of Avraham, and Yitzchak, and Ya`akov, with all

those from of old who were well pleasing, and who did His will; where

pain and grief and moaning have fled away.  Let us arise! Let us commit

ourselves, and one another, to the eternal Elohim, through the Word

(which was) in the beginning!

    And let the Overseer say, O You Who are by nature immortal and

unending, through Whom everything immortal and mortal has come into

being; Who with artistic skill made this rational living being, man,

the mortal world resident, and Who promised resurrection; and did not

permit Chanoch and Eliyahu to experience death, the God of Avraham, and

Yitzchak, and Ya`akov, not as of the dead, but as God of the living,

are You.  Because, with You, all souls are alive, and the spirits of

the righteous are in Your Hand, whom anguish will not touch.  For all

those who are set apart are under Your hand.

    Also now Yourself, look upon this Your servant, whom You have

chosen, and received into another sphere; * in the embrace of the

Patriarchs, and the Prophets, and the Emissaries, and of all those who

from of old were pleasing to You; where there cannot be grief, and

pain, and moaning, but a free place of Godly ones, and a land of

upright ones, set up for You, and for those in it who see the glory of

Your Messiah; with Whom to You be glory, honor, and awe, thanksgiving

and worship, and to Ruach HaKodesh, forever.  Amaine.
[ NOTE: These prayers may be down;opaded as a Word Doc file here: https://skydrive.live.com/?cid=535413e3c4fe6fad#cid=535413E3C4FE6FAD&id=535413E3C4FE6FAD%21107 ]
.
[ NOTE: Other teachings/documents can also be found, (for those who are on FaceBook), in my "Notes" section here: https://www.facebook.com/TshuvahWmBenCarlWarReportBillCarlson/notes ]
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9 In the beginning was the Davar/Word, and the Davar/Word was with Elohim/God, and the
Davar/Word was Elohim/God. The same was in the beginning with Elohim/God. All things were
made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the life
was the light of men. - vochanan/John 1:1-4.





