24 OTHER VARIOUS MESSIANIC-HEBRAIC TEACHING ARTICLES:

There is a gap, a space the size of eternity, between knowing all about God, and knowing Him!...
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There are many today, both Christian and Messianic teachers and leadership included, who know all about יהוה YHVH Elohim (The-LORD God); but don’t know Him. One is better off admitting they don’t know or even believe in God, than having convinced themselves that they do know Him, simply because they know all ‘about’ Him.
I may know all about you, have read various articles about you, even having seen your picture, and talked to your friends – but if I’ve never met you, I don’t really know you, nor you me.
 

The smallest child who knows YAH Elohim in Messiah Yeshua is safe in Him; while the most brilliant scholar who only knows all about God, is lost.
 

Do you know Him? Does He know you?
 

– Time is short.
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Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Yeshua/(Jesus) saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for Salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when THE TRUE WORSHIPPERS SHALL WORSHIP THE FATHER IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH: FOR THE FATHER SEEKETH SUCH TO WORSHIP HIM. ELOHIM/(God) IS A SPIRIT: AND THEY THAT WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. The woman saith unto Him, I know that Messias cometh, Which is called Christ: when He is come, He will tell us all things. Yeshua/(Jesus) saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am He. - John 4:20-26.

-~-

Justification THEN Sanctification: A reason why the ‘Abrahamic Covenant’ came BEFORE the ‘Mosaic Covenant’…..
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This issue really is, and always should have been, simple enough for a child to understand. In fact: If one goes simply by the Bible; and not by the words of men who’s doctrines and dogmas the Adversary/Enemy has influenced by false-religious-spirits for centuries, either from one ditch or the other, on this subject…it would still be simple for us to understand today. No further explanation would be needed. Elohim/God is NOT the author of confusion!...

As a premise: The Bible states that you FIRST are Saved and Justified by Grace through Faith, not of works; and THEN It goes on further to state that you are Sanctified and Appointed to Good-works in Messiah Yeshua. This premise is shown all throughout both the Tanakh/(The Old Testament) and the Brit-HaChadashah/(The New Testament). I believe that everyone who is Born-From-Above / (Born-Again) knows somewhere in their heart that they are to live a Righteous life in Yeshua/Jesus Messiah in HIS Righteousness. I believe even those who have known Messiah Yeshua/Jesus from their childhood know this. That is what Messiah Himself taught. The question is then: What is the Righteousness of God in Messiah Yeshua/Jesus? – “Most” Christians are taught this is what they are to be in and walk in, but not all of them are taught what that really means. Likewise “some” Messianics teach that it means simply keeping the Torah/Law as best as you can through your own efforts. – However both those understandings lack the simple meaning of what the Word of God has to say on this matter…..

In Romans we are given a very detailed key to this matter, as we read….

Rom.3:19-5:2 ¶ Now we know that what things soever the law/(Torah) saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. ¶ What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. ¶ Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, ¶ (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. ¶ Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. ¶ Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

So in short: Abram, while yet himself being a Gentile, BELIEVED Elohim/God and THAT was accounted to him as Righteousness, and so that then was his Justification. – And this was BEFORE he then obeyed in his later doing the Command of Elohim/God for him to be circumcised - which then also then resulted in his Sanctification. Doing ‘something/whatever that may be in one’s own efforts’ BEFORE Justification, will NEVER result in Justification from YHVH; but rather it will be a simply a work of the flesh, and so it will always be apart from the Ruach/Spirit of YAH.

Again; as we see Yeshua/Jesus Messiah stated in His Own Words:

Matthew 23:23 - Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.

Here Messiah Yeshua/Jesus is saying the same thing as Paul also said: Faith, is amongst the WEIGHTIER matters of the Law/(Torah), and so must needs be done FIRST! – And THEN leave not the other undone! - Most of the Pharisees sadly had it backwards!

Even as Tanakh/(The Old Testament says) and is spoken of again in the Brit-HaChadashah/(New Testament) as we see following:

[O.T.]-Hab 2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith. - Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. - Ga 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. - Heb 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

The Davidic Covenant also speaks the same in the Writings of the Tanakh/(Old Testament):

Psalms 32:1-2 - 1 ¶ A Psalm of David, Maschil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. So then David walked it this same premise, as even ALL of the Bible speaks to us now as to how we are to walk today. And again Jesus/Yeshua tells us: John 4:19-24 - 19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

So again: It is NOT in our own efforts in the outer-man by rote/religion…by those mandates of what appears and appeals to the mind of the flesh – but rather it is in: The Spirit/Ruach of YHVH and in Truth!....

Yes!: We are appointed to a path of good-works in Messiah Yeshua (as is says in Eph.2:10); but that is NOT the primary premise for us as Believers, it is NOT the Door!; but yet it IS our very important given commission to us for ALL Believers – but only AFTER the Door!...

Eph.2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

What then? – Tanakh/(The O.T.) declares that Enoch and those in that era were Justified by their faith walk with YHVH, even as was Abram (again as a Gentile). – However they then next DID obey, and so their works then established their PRIOR Faith, even as that was then seen as them having giving ‘legs’ to their Faith….This is even as Scripture exhorts you and me today Brethren! - But even with all that we’ve been shown: STILL in their obedience it was NOT FIRST in their Works!...But rather: Their obedience/works was a LATER RESULT of their having FIRST, FIRST!!! their FAITH (in YHVH)!

Oh come to Messiah Yeshua/Jesus the Messiah – Come: Knowing that in you, that is in your flesh, the outer man: There is nothing worthy of Him! – Come, for the time is short!, Come and sit at His Feet and learn of Him. – Oh may you hear!: The Spirit and the Bride say: Come!!! Shalom.

-~-
New Covenant: Today? Or in a 1000 years?...
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New Covenant: Today? Or in a 1000 years?... 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Mt 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
Mr 14:24 And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many. 
Lu 22:20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 
1Co 11:25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
2Co 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
Heb 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

Someone wrote to me recently: "The rest of this covenant in Jeremiah says no one will have to teach each other anymore to know YHVH because all will know Him. Obviously not all know Him yet. But in the kingdom we all know Him and will know Him." 

Here is what I replied: 

Yes, that 'part' of the New Covenant will be completely fulfilled in the Millennium Kingdom; however: That was there in part in the Tanakh/O.T., and even more so, in part, in the N.T., for those who walk in the Spirit and not according to the flesh: John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

As we see in.... 

Psalms 119:99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. 

1 John 2:20 ¶ But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 

...Yet, only still in part this day, as the mindset all too often today in this End-Time generation is: 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

...And to those who are walking in the flesh, and after the carnal mind, the things of the Spirit/Ruach will make no more sense than the wind in the trees. - For Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned.... 

Yet: This New and Living way is open now for those who place hearing the Word of YAH Elohim/God, above the words of men, which foremost means placing YAH in Yeshua Messiah ABOVE their lives.... 

2Co 3:3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. -- Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. -- Ro 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. -- Ephesians 3:18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; -- Hebrews 13:10 10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. -- 1 Cor.2:6-7 6 ¶ Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: -- 1Cor.2:13-15 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 

...But where many get sidetracked is they consider that if part of the New Covenant that the Tanakh/O.T. speaks of isn't fulfilled, then the whole thing must be speaking of the future 1000 year Reign of Messiah Yeshua/Jesus. But: Just as we are NOW Saved, yet we are also in the process of BEING Saved, (if you study how the word 'Saved' is used.). This also is even shown to us somewhat, in where it says: 

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 2Cor.1:22 

...When noting above with 'sealed' and 'earnest', and also elsewhere in Scripture: It carries the idea of Ruach Kodesh/Holy-Spirit, is given to us like as a Ketubah/Marriage-Contract, or even as an Engagement-Ring, is given to the Betrothed, who is in waiting for the Return of her Beloved, and the consummation of the marriage at the Wedding Feast, Marriage Supper, with our Bridegroom Messiah Yeshua/Jesus. 

...Yet, we who are in YHVH in Messiah can come into His Presence freely....Yes: And more than just 'can', we are so called and greatly desired of Him to do so!...To come into close personal fellowship in our hearts, in the new Inner-man in the Spirit/Ruach, with the Messiah Yeshua YAH The Word of Elohim/God, now!... To again walk in fellowship with Him as once in the Garden in the cool of the evening….To sit at His Feet and learn of Him, even as did Miriam/Mary….To pray for and desire to hear His Still Small Voice in the inner chambers of our heart…. 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. Re 22:17 

-~-

Not just "Torah observant"; but rather: ALL SCRIPTURE / BIBLE observant.
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Just TORAH-OBSERVANT? -OR- ALL-SCRIPTURE OBSERVANT? - When some realize that, starting with the Catholic Church in the 4th century AD, the O.T. (Tanakh) was treated as being less of value as YAH's Word, some tend to go 180% ' the other direction and they lessen all of the Word but the Torah. - That is a ditch on the other side of the Road of ALL of YHVH Elohim's Word. While Messiah Yeshua said the Torah is foundational, He also said at the same time the Prophets (and Writings) are foundational. - Abraham believed the Living Word of YHVH (if you will) as he heard and believed YHVH and it was counted to him as righteousness....And of who's seed we are called children by faith. - If your earthly boss gave you a set of instructions, would you decide on your own which had value and which you'd throw away and disregard?...of course not! - How much more should we cherish ALL of the Words of our Heavenly Father; so then: ALL Scripture observant, not just Torah observant. - Again: The Davar(Word) of YAH Elohim inspired and gave ALL the Word - from Genesis thru Revelation. - I can understand though how some, seeing how they've been kept from the Torah/Tanakh, for so long due to certain teaching over the centuries from the 'Church', re-discover it as a long lost friend. - But again: The danger is doing a 180% and committing the same type of error as the early Catholic Church, only in reverse; because: If the enemy can't get us to dis-Believe the Word, then a tactic is to try and get us off-center/balance regarding It, and so at the least we lose our circumspection, and place a stumbling block of our own making against hearing Him speak (even as the Living Word illuminating to our spirit the Written Word) the whole council of all of His Word to our lives.

Earlier posts:
FIRST NOTE: When some people say they are "Torah observant" they still realize that Torah is one part of ALL of YAH's Word Which is ALL Scripture and is ALL Holy. And some also when they say they are "Torah observant" are also indicating that they stand in opposition to the view of those who call themselves Believers, but have cast aside the "Old Testament" as having no value for their walk or for the Church today. There is no problem when one is noting that the Torah is an equal part of YAH's Word, and are standing in opposition to the views of those who would try and diminish, dismiss, or make It of no effect -(which is contrary to what Yeshua said, and what Paul wrote as well). - The problem however is that some people who also use the same expression, in saying that they're "Torah observant", actually mean by saying this that they feel the Torah is elevated far above the rest of YAH's Word, and some of them even go on to discount or put down the New-Covenant /Brit-HaChadashah /Apostolic-Scriptures as being only secondary, and some of them even further go on to say that the N.T. is unnecessary, and of little, or even of no value !...That is WRONG and is total deception!...Those who believe that are either deceived, or are deceivers. - Let's look at this matter a little closer...

Not just "Torah observant"; but rather: ALL SCRIPTURE / BIBLE observant. - The Sadducees were only "Torah observant", as they didn't' follow the rest of the Tanakh [O.T.] like the Pharisees did. - A question then: When Torah alone was first Written down, did that mean that the Prophets and Writings were not the Word of YHVH Elohim/God?...Of course not!...Or before Torah was Written down was It not yet YAH's Living Word?...Of course not!...for It was Living before and as It was given to be Written down. - We can also see this where Messiah says BOTH the Torah and the Prophets are foundational. - Even so then: Before the New Testament was Written down does NOT mean that the N.T. was/is not the Word of YAH Elohim nor of any less importance than ALL of The Holy Scripture/Bible. - Messiah is the Living Torah/Ketuvim/Nivi'im, just as He is ALSO the Living Brit HaChadashah-(New Testament). - So we are to be ALL Scripture observant then. - The Davar-Chayim-(Living Word), before It was given as the Davar-Katav-(Written Word), is just as Authoritative before It was Written as after. - Grace to grace…from Moshe to Mashiach…from Torah to the Brit HaChadashah. - Don't then diminish nor exalt any part of the Word of YHVH Elohim as being under nor over another part of His Word. - What was directed by Ruach HaKodesh (The Holy Spirit) of YHVH Elohim to be Written in ink on earth, speaks to man of what is Chayim-(Living) and Ruach-(Spirit) and established in the Heavens. - For all the Word of YHVH Elohim is as Fire, and all the idle words of man shall face It.
-~-
Pesach/Passover Harmony With The Four Gospel Last Supper Accounts & A Brief Seder (Order Of Service)
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PART I: The following is a Harmony of the Passover/Pesach Seder [The Last Supper] account based upon the four Good-News books; Mattityahu/Matt., Mark, Luke & Yochanan/John.

 

PART II: A brief Messianic Pesach/Passover Seder (Order of service).

 

It is worded where possible, in the language of the King James Version, and where differing significantly from the various versions is either noted, or re-worded.  This is simply to show all the various readings on one place, not to establish any doctrine. If one wants to use just the KJV, simply print out these verses in the orders listed.

                   Alternate readings come from:

a>The Shem Tov [ST]; 14th century copy of a 1st century CE/AD Mishnaic Hebrew version of Matthew, as found in the Even Bohan.

b>The Alexandrian or Egyptian texts, [Alex] as in the Nestle-Greek & the United Bible Societies', reflecting the {aprox} 4th Century Greek in the Codex Sinaiticus & Codex Vaticanus.

c>The Greek [Gr] of the Textus Receptus, in agreement with the Majority

Text [M], reflecting the Byzantine texts.  Showing also alternate [alt] possible readings.

d>The Hebrew [H], which reflects not only the Hebrew word meanings, but gives a M'shacheeym/Natzratim {Messianic/Nazarene} flavor, putting the events in a correct setting, reflecting our 1st century Judaic roots.

e>Notes [N], reflecting possible textual understandings, and further explained in the Commentary following. 

 

NOTE: Following this Harmony are further Study Notes.

 

PART I:

 

A PESACH-SEDER (Passover-Meal) HARMONY OF THE FOUR GOOD-NEWS ACCOUNTS:

 

{BRECHAT HANER}

 

Mt.26:20/Mk.14:17/Lk.22:14    It came to pass-[ST] when the hour was coming of the evening He cometh and was reclined-[1] at table-[ST] and His twelve-[2] Talmidim-[3] with Him.

     [1-Gr sitting-ST]  [Gr&ST  Alex.{-} twelve]

     [3-ST-Disciples  Lk. Apostles]

 

{@ KIDDUSH 1ST CUP-OF BLESSING}

 

Lk.22:15    And He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this Pesach-Seder-[1] with you before My suffering.    [1-H Passover meal]

Lk.22:16    For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of Elohim.-[1]    [1-H God]

Lk.22:17  And He took the cup (of wine), and having given the b’rakhah-[1], said, Take this, and divide (it) among yourselves:

     [1-H blessing  Lk/Gr-giving thanks]

Lk.22:18  For I say unto you,-[1] I will not drink (again) of the ‘fruit of the vine’ until the Kingdom of Elohim has come.

     [1-Gr.  Alex.{+} from now on]

 

{@ URCHATZ, WASHING OF THE HANDS:}

 

Jn.13:2  And the Seder-[1] being in progress-[2], haSatan-[3] having already put into the heart of Y’hudah Ben-Shim’on from K’riot,-[4] that he should betray Him;

    [1-H/N supper-Gr]  [2-Alex.  Gr.-having occurred]

    [3-Alt./Gr. the adversary]  [4-H  Judas son of Simon Iscariot]

Jn.13:3  Yeshua knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He was come out from-[1] Elohim, and departs to Elohim;

    [1-Gr./lit.]

Jn.13:4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside (His) garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself.

Jn.13:5 Then He put water into the basin, and began to wash the Talmidim’s feet, and to wipe off with the towel wherewith He was girded.

Jn.13:6  Then cometh He to Shim’on Kefa:-[1] and that one saith unto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash my feet?

Jn.13:7  Yeshua answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not yet; but thou shalt know after these things.

Jn.13:8  Shim’on saith unto Him, You may in no way wash my feet to the age.  Yeshua answered him, Unless I wash thee, thou hast no part with Me.

Jn.13:9  Shim’on Kefa saith unto Him, Lord, not my feet only, but also the hands and the head.

Jn.13:10  Yeshua saith to him, He having bathed needeth not save to wash the feet, but is clean wholly: and ye are clean, but not all.

Jn.13:11  For He knew the (one) betraying Him; for this reason said He, Ye are not all clean.

Jn.13:12  So when He had washed their feet, and had taken His garments, reclining again, He said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?

Jn.13:13  Ye call Me Rabbi-[1] and the Lord: and ye say well; for I am.

    [1-H teacher-Gr.]

Jn.13:14  If I then, the Lord and the Rabbi, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.

Jn.13:15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you….

Jn.13:16  …Amaine v’amaine.-[1]  I say unto you,  The slave is not greater than his lord; neither a messenger greater than the (one) sending him.

    [1-H/N-Amen & amen  Truly, truly-Gr.]

Jn.13:17  If you know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

 

                 {@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS (after Karpas, Dipping of the Parsely)}

 

Mt.26:21a/Mk.14:18a/Jn.13:18  And as they sat and did eat, Yeshua said, I do not speak concerning all of you - (For) I know whom I chose out:-[Gr] but that The-Tanakh-[1] may be fulfilled, ‘The one eating the bread with Me (hath)-[2] lifted up his heel against Me’.

    [1-H Scripture-Gr.]  [2-Gr.  Alex/Jn-My bread has]

Jn.13:19  Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I AM-[Gr]…

Jn.13:20  …Amaine v’amaine.  I say unto you, The one who receiveth whomsoever I may send receiveth Me; and the one who receiveth Me receiveth the One who sent Me.

Mt.26:21b/Mk.14:18b/Jn.13:21  When Yeshua had thus said, He was troubled in Spirit, and testified, and said, Amaine v’amaine.  I say unto you, that one of you which eateth with Me shall betray-[1] Me.

    [1-Gr.   ST-inform against]

Jn.13:22  Then the Talmidim looked one at another, being perplexed about whom He spake.

Mt.26:22/Mk.14:19  And they began to be exceeding sorrowful, and began each to say unto Him one by one, Lord, is it I?-[1]

    [1-ST&KJV   Gr-not I am (he)?   Alex./Mk. {-} And another said is it I {+}Gr./Mk.}

Mt.26:23/Mk.14:20  And He answered them and said, he is one of the twelve, that dippeth (his) hand with Me in the dish the same shall sell-[1] Me.  - [Therefore, they did not recognize him; because if they had recognized him they would have destroyed him.]-[{+}-ST]

Mt.26:24/Mk.14:21  Yeshua said to them:-[ST] The Son of man indeed goeth as it is written about Him: But woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed.  Good would it be for that man not to have been born.-[ST]

Jn.13:23  Now there was reclining at-[Gr.] Yeshua’s bosom one of His Talmidim, whom Yeshua loved.

Jn.13:24  Shim’on Kefa therefore nods to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom He spake.

Jn.13:25  And leaning-[1] on the breast of Yeshua he saith unto Him, Lord, who is it?

    [1-Gr.   Alex.{+}thus]

 

{@ KORECH, BITTER-HERBS WITH CHAROSET (after Maror Bitter-Herbs)]

 

Jn.13:26  Yeshua answered, He it is, to whom I shall give the (piece of) matzah-[1] when I have dipped (it).  And when He had dipped the matzah, He gave it to Y’hudah ben-Shim’on from K’riot.

    [1-H/lit.  Gr.-morsel]

Jn13:27  And after the morsel, then haSatan entered into him.  Then said Yeshua unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.

Mt.26:25  Then Y’hudah, who sold Him-[1], answered and said, Rabbi,-[2] am I this one?-[3]  He said unto him, Thou hast spoken.

    [1-ST betrayed-Gr.] [2-ST&Gr.] [3-ST not I am (he)?-Gr-(See Mt.26:22)]

Jn.13:28  But no one of those reclining knew this, for what He spake unto him.

Jn.13:29  For some thought, since Y’hudah held the money-bag that Yeshua was saying unto him, Buy what things we have need for the feast; or that he should give something to the poor.

Jn.13:30  Then receiving the morsel, he went immediately out: and it (then-N) was night.

 

                   {@ SHULAN ORECH, THE PESACH-SUPPER/MEAL}

 

Jn.13:31  Therefore, when he was gone out, Yeshua said, Now the Son of man was-[Gr.] glorified, and Elohim was-[Gr.] glorified in Him.

Jn.13:32  If Elohim was glorified in Him, Elohim also shall be glorify Him in Himself, and shall immediately glorify Him.

 

                    {@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN}

 

Mt.26:26/Mk.14:22/Lk.22:19/1Cor.11:24  And as they did eat, Yeshua took matzah-[1] and [gave thanks-Lk.] blessed,-[2] and brake, and gave unto the Talmidim, and said, Take, eat:-[3] this is My Body broken-[4] (and) being given for-[5] you: this do for My remembrance.-[6]

    [1-H-unleaven bread  Gr.-a loaf]

    [2-Lk.-gave thanks  M/Mt-gave thanks for]

    [3-Alex./Mk. {-} eat   Alex./1Cor {-} take eat]

    [4-Gr/1Cor.11:24   Alex/1Cor {-} broken]

    [5-Gr/Lk.   Gr.-1Cor11:24-on behalf of]

    [6-Gr   Gr./Alt.-remembrance of Me]

 

                    {@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION]

 

Mt.26:27-28/Mk.14:23-25a/Lk.22:20/1Cor.11:25  [Likewise-Lk.] He [also-Lk.] took the cup [after supper-Lk.], and when He had given thanks, He gave and said unto them, Drink all of you from this, This [cup-Lk.] is-[1] My Blood of-[2] the New-[3] Covenant which will be poured out-[ST} for many for the atonement-[4] of sins.  As often as you drink, do this for remembrance of Me.-[Gr. 1Cor.11:25] Amaine.  And they all drank of it.

    [1-ST&Gr.   Lk./1Cor.11:25-in]

    [2-ST/Gr.   Lk./1Cor.11:25-(is)]

    [3-ST&Gr.   Alex/Mk. {-} New]

    [4-ST   Gr.-forgiveness   Alex./Mt. {-} forgiveness]

Mt.26:29/Mk.14:25  But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this ‘fruit of the vine’, until that day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of Elohim My Father.-[1]

    [1-Gr.   ST-Kingdom of Heaven]

 

                      {AFTER THE HALLEL, (after reciting Psalms 118)}

 

Mt.26:30a/Mk.14:26a/Lk22:23,21-22,24  And when they had sung the Hallel, they began to examine themselves, who then of them it may be, the (one) being about to do this: ‘but behold  the  hand of My  betrayer  with  Me on  table.  And  indeed the Son of man goeth according as was determined: but woe unto that man by whom He is betrayed.’  And there was also a dispute among them, who of them seems to be greater. 
Lk.22:25  And He said unto them, The kings of the goyim-[1] lord it over them; and the authorities over them are called benefactors.

    [1-H nations/gentiles]

Lk.22:26  But ye (be) not so: but he that is greater among you, let him be as the lesser; and he governing, as he serving.

Lk.22:27  For whether (is) greater, he that reclining, or he that serveth? (is) not he reclining?  But I am among you as (One) serving.

Lk.22:28  Ye are they which have continued with Me in My trials.

Lk.22:29  And I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto Me;

Lk.22:30  That ye may eat and drink at My table in My Kingdom.-[1] And you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

    [1-Gr.   M {-} in My Kingdom]

[Jn.13:33-35; Lk.22:31/Jn.13:36; Lk.22:32-33/Jn.13:37; Lk.22:34/Jn.13:38; {Jn.14:1-17:26/Lk.22:-35-38a}] - Discussion/verses before....

 

                         {UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES}

 

Mt.26:30b/Mk.14:26b/Lk.22:38b-39/Jn.18:1  And these things having spoke Yeshua, He says to them: {...} Arise, let us go.  And He went out as He was accustomed, and there went with Him His Talmidim also (who) followed Him, over the brook Kidron, to a hill called the Mount of Olives where there was a garden.  And He entered there, He and His Talmidim.-[1]

     [1 Composite Of Versions Reading]

 

                                                ========Study  NOTES:=======

 

MT26:17 NOTE: A harmony reading of the four Good-News accounts, shows them to be in perfect agreement, if a Messianic understanding

        is applied.  The "Preparation", was not for the Pesach, but for

        the Shabbat; Erev-Shabbat, is called the 'Preparation-day'.-[Jn

        19:31] Also, we note that Pesach is a term applied, even today,

        to the entire Feast of Chag HaMatzot -[Ezekiel 45:21]; and so,

        the Levites in Jn.18:28 were not speaking of the Pesach Seder

        proper, but Pesach in general, and during the evening of the

        15th, note:

             The Temple-gates were opened at midnight to prepare for

        the offering of the Chagigah, or festive sacrifice, and the

        remainder of which was afterwards eaten at a festive meal.

        The poor who gathered around the Temple might then seek to

        obtain the help of the charitable. - For which the Levi'im

        would have been concerned that they were not defiled.-(for

        further info: The Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah, by

        Alfred Edersheim [Eerdmans]).  [Ex.12:6; 18-20]

MT26:20 NOTE:  Mt26:20; Mk14:17; Lk22:14.  The time period "between two evenings" - Ex.7:6 when the Pascal Lamb was to be slain was past [the interval between the commencement of the sun's decline and what was reckoned as the hour of its final disappearance (about 6 P.M.)];  the 'second' evening-time beginning with the third star appearance in the sky.  In short...right before sunset.  (Note also: Pes.5:1; and also for the time when the Cohanim [Priests] lit the lights see Ex.30:8)

        [Pesach Seder,Ex.12:2-10]. Reclining, as in Jewish halachah, at

        a low table, resting on their left hand so as to leave the

        right free.   (& SEE: Sabbath EnJ V.I p.139c).  [Mark 14:17-21;

        Luke 22:14; John 13:21]

MT26:23 NOTE: [Mk14:20]; There were two dishes that were dipped into.

        The salty water for the parsley, and the bitter-herbs* and with

        the charoset. This dish spoken of here might have been the

        first dish of Karpas; with all dipping in it.  (*Five types of

        Bitter-herbs mentioned in Pes.2:3).   [Ps.41:9; LUke 22:21;

        John 13:18]  {Nedarim 4:4}

MT26:26 The blessing over the matzah is: Baruch Atah Adonai Elohaenu

        Melech ha-olam, ha-motsee lechem min ha-arets. - Blessed art

        Thou Lord our God King of the universe, who brings forth bread

        from the earth.   [Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20; 1Cor.11:23-25;

        [Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20; 1Cor.11:23-25; 1Pet.2:24]

MT26:27 The blessing over the wine is: Baruch Atah Adonai Elohaenu

        Melech ha-olam, borae pree hagafen. - Blessed art Thou Lord our

        God King of the universe, who brings forth the fruit of the

        vine.   [Mark 14:23]

MT26:28 RABBINIC: LUCHOTH HABBERITH (242a):  He (the Messiah) will give

        Himself and His life over unto death, and His blood will atone

        for His people.  ZEBACHIM (6a): Surely atonement can only be

        made with the blood, as it says, 'For it is the blood that

        maketh atonement by reason of the life' -[Leviticus 17:11].

        [See also Yoma (5a); and Hebrews 9:22].   [Ex.24:8; Jer.31:31;

        Matt.20:28]

MT26:29 NOTE: Some state that the Communion breaking of bread/matzah,

        was the first usage of the Afikomen, that this then was

        continued in the Messianic/Natzratim Pesach Seder, and that

        after the destruction of the Temple, it was then also adopted

        into the Rabbinic Seder. [Lk22:17-18]; The traditional ancient

        blessing is: Blessed art Thou, Lord our God King of the

        universe, Who brings forth the fruit of the vine. The wine was

        the ordinary one of the country, only red; it was mixed with

        water, generally in the proportion of one part to two of water.

        /The Life & Times of Jesus The Messiah, by: Edersheim Book 5:9,

        485.  Also interesting is in one place in later Rabbinic lit.

        Shim`on Kefa, (Simeon Peter), is said to have written the

        Havdalah service for the closing of the evening of Shabbat!

        And in the Sephardi version of this service, a 'form' of

        "Yeshua" for Salvation, is used seven times, (less so in the

        Ashkenazi), and it lends itself to "Messianic" interpretations

        in a great many ways.  (Note this mentioned in commentary of:

        Siddur For Messianic Jews, by Dr. John Fischer & Dr. David

        Bronstein / Menorah Ministries, P.O. Box 669 Palm Harbor, Fl.

        34682).   [Mark 14:25; Acts 10:41]

MT26:30 The Hallel, Ps.113-114, is at the close of the Pesach meal.

        [Mark 14:26-31; Luke 22:31-34]

MT26:35 NOTE: Lk22:33/Jn13:37/Mt26:33,35/Mk14:29,31; Note that if a

        Harmony reading is taken of all four accounts, Kefa is seen to

        have said three times that he will not deny Yeshua, (once

        before leaving the Seder room, and twice during one

        conversation while on the way to the Garden).  And so, three

        times saying he would not deny Him, three times denying Him,

        and after the Resurrection three times being asked by Yeshua if

        he (Kefa) loves Him, & three times being given the occasion to

        confess his love!  For further info., see also: The Pesach

        Harmony accounts.

Mt26:36 Gethsemane/Gat-Sh'manim, meaning garden of the "Oil Press".

        [Mark 14:32-35; Luke 22:39-40; John 18:1]

 

MK14:7  (Brechat Haner)

MK14:18 (@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS [after Karpas, Dipping of Parsley])

MK14:22 (@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN)

MK14:23 (@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION)

MK14:25 Note how the Amen/(verily) of Mk14:25a fits into the words of

        Yeshua concerning the cup in Mk14:23-24 as a closing phrase.

MK14:26 (AFTER THE HALLEL, [after reciting Psalms 118])

LK22:14 (Brechat Haner)

LK22:15 (@ KIDDUSH 1ST CUP-OF BLESSING)

LK22:17 [See: Matt.26:29]

LK22:19 (@ TZAPHUN, THE EATING OF THE AFIKOMEN)

        'this do for My remembrance', which is an alternate reading

        supported by the Greek is interesting in that the Communion

        being a part of the Pesach Seder, it was remembrance of

        atonement, perhaps not only for us, but possibly God

        remembering His Covenant {?}  So was the Communion not only for

        our remembrance, but, (in this sense), possibly for Messiah's

        as well.  Perhaps the idea is as in God remembering His

        Covenant during the Temple sacrifices, as is shown to us in

        Tanakh.  As Yeshua was there saying this, it was not meaning in

        a lit. physical; but yet it was in a real and True Spiritual

        sense - (note together with the statement in John 6:63).  This

        would in no way have involved any suggestion to violate the

        Torah of course.  [Matt.26:26; Mk.14:22; 1Cor.11:24]   {Pesahim

        10:6}

LK22:20 (@ HA-GEULAH, THE THIRD CUP-OF REDEMPTION)

LK22:23 (AFTER THE HALLEL, [after reciting Psalms 118])  The Hallel was

        at the closing of the Seder.  This would have been the proper

        time for the Talmidim 'examine themselves' entering into

        discussion, including the dispute concerning 'who of them seems

        to be the greater'.  So, I would put the entire discussion in

        Luke and Yochanan/John after the Hallel, and before they

        departed for the Mount of Olives.  At first glance it would

        seem to appear that Luke, contrary to the other three Good News

        accounts, has the betrayal after the Communion.  This however

        does not bear out in a contextual Harmony reading.  Please note

        that Lukes has the disciples disputing about other things, (not

        in a state of grief as when they first learned of the betrayer

        as in the other accounts).  For these reasons, I would place

        Lukes statements as a reflection after the Seder had finished,

        and this only requires that the words stated by Yeshua from

        Tanakh earlier, be looked at as a re-cap of the prior event [in

        Luke] in which case I believe shows the entire Good News four

        accounts in perfect agreement.  [Matt.26:30a; Mk.14:26a]

LK22:27 {Berakhoth 6:6, 7:1; Pesahim 7:13, 10:1}

LK22:35 (RIGHT BEFORE LEAVING THE SEDER)

LK22:67 NOTE: Luke mentions that they waited till morning for this

        judgment of the full Sanhedrin.  According to the rules of the

        Sanhedrin, no capital punishment judgment could be held at

        night, and the Good-News account bring out that they at least

        waited for the dawn to do this.  (Being after the time of the

        Seder, and then with the time in the Garden, and the time taken

        to lead Yeshua away - by the time the full Sanhedrin assembled

        in would have been in the time frame that we see in fact it did

        occur - at dawn.)  But this partial Sanhedrin that met first as

        a "Beit-Din" was really against the operational rules for the

        Sanhedrin, and shouldn't have been meeting at night - which

        only goes to show that they were so anxious to prosecute Yeshua

        that they met in this way, to take advantage of arresting

        Yeshua outside of Jerusalem and away from the crowds and most

        of His followers, though it involved circumventing Law and

        halachah.  Talmud also mentions this first century A.D.
        Sanhedrin before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., as

        being a corrupt "bloody Sanhedrin".  However, we do know that

        there were at least two who believed in Yeshua and were in, or

        associated with, the Sanhedrin (Yosef of Ramatyim [Luke 23:

        50-51]; Nakdimon [John 3:1, 7:50]).

JN13:2  (@ URCHATZ, WASHING OF THE HANDS:)  The entire Supper is also

        called the Seder, [or order].

             The translation of 'having occurred', could be seen as an

        attempt to reconcile with the Luke reading of the denial, but

        please note, (in: Lk22:23,21-22,24 commentary), that I do not

        feel that this is justified.  So then: 'being in progress', or,

        'occurring' I believe would be a better understanding, and

        gives an alignment of all the Good-News accounts.

JN13:4  I place this as the Urchatz washing rather than the later, due

        to the lack of mention of the blessing being said.  In addition

        as it fits in well with the rest of the Gospel accounts order.

        It is also interesting to note that Kefa was surprised that

        Yeshua would wash his feet, being not only the duty of a

        servant, but being the part of the Seder where the hands were

        first washed.   {Shabbath 22:5}

JN13:5  {Ketuboth 5:5; Yadaim 4:1}

JN13:16 Verily, verily, should be read: amen and amen, when it appears.

        It is a closing rather than an introduction, which would give

        stress to the just prior comments, rather than used as an

        introduction.  This is a common Hebrew expression.

JN13:18 (@ MAROR, BITTER-HERBS [after Karpas, Dipping of Parsley])

JN13:19 Note the emphasis in the Greek with 'I AM', in: The Interlinear

        Bible/Hendrickson.

JN13:20 Noting that in verse 21 Yeshua is troubled, one is almost led

        to the conclusion that this statement in v.20, was a reminder

        to the Talmidim, of the event spoken of in Mk.9:37.

JN13:23 Yochanan/John would have been on the right side of Yeshua, in

        order to have leaned back on Yeshua's bosom, and Judas on the

        left. JN13:26 (@KORECH BITTER-HERBS WITH CHAROSET [after Maror Bitter-herbs])

        I chose the dish being spoken of here as Korech, as not only

        does this fit all the accounts, but also show Judas keeping the

        very basic requirements of the Pesach as in Jer.Chall.57b (& so

        statement by Hillel while the Temple stood), the 'sop'

        containing a piece of the Pesach Lamb and Matzah with Bitter-

        herbs.  This would also cause less surprise when he left the

        Sedar at this point [See:Jn13:29 commentary].

        This also brings to mind 'having a taste of righteousness...'.

        Also it would be before Judas partook of the Passover meal

        proper, and the Communion, (which makes better theological

        sense), and fits all the Good-News accounts in this regard,

        (including Luke's account I believe. [See: Lk22:23,21-22,24

        Commentary]).   [Tanakh on betrayal Ps.41:9]   Matzah=unleaven

        bread -[Ex.12:17-20].

JN13:27 Note the order that I believe the statements of this verse, and

        Mt26:25, occurred (in the MNV Harmony).  If in this order, it

        would indicate yet another reason that the Talmidim wouldn't

        have reacted to Judas' response, as Judas in Mt26:25, would be

        answering the statement from Yeshua in Jn13:27.

        'That thou doest, do quickly', is interesting in that Judas

        when leaving the Seder would be faced with a decision, -to wait

        until the members of the Sanhedrin finished their Seder or, -to

        go 'quickly' to them, which would have caused them to hurry and

        finish their Seder to assemble to arrest Him.  Had he not gone

        early, the time-table would have been thrown off, and Yeshua

        would have been arrested later, which could have resulted in

        His not being crucified at the time of the Evening Sacrifice,

        etc..  So, Yeshua's statement shows not only having knowledge

        of the betrayal, but of all elements in the necessary timing of

        the betrayal to fulfill Prophecy, knowing before-hand in the

        Spirit.

JN13:29 The provision and preparation of the needful food, and of all

        that was needful for the feast was allowed on the 15th Nisan

        expressly in the Mishnah.  This would have been especially so

        when the 1st day of the feast was followed by a Shabbat. -{Life

        & Times/Eders. Book5:10,508} The Temple-gates were opened at

        midnight to prepare for the offering of the Chagigah, or

        festive sacrifice, and the remainder of which was was

        afterwards eaten at a festive meal.-[Note: Yochanan/John 18:28

        (not the Pesach meal)].  The poor who gathered around the

        Temple might then seek to obtain the help of the charitable.

JN13:30 And it was {became(?)} night, seems to be not only descriptive

        of the time that it was, but possibly as being early in the

        Seder.  Yochanan was telling us that it had JUST become, or

        just entered into night, (or the sun had not long ago set),

        which at the time that Judas left would also have been the

        case.

JN13:31 (@ SHULAN ORECH, THE PESACH-SUPPER/MEAL)

 

PART II:
 

Messianic Pesach Seder - {abridged Passover Service}:

.

Brechat Haner, Kindling Of Holy Day Candles:

{found in Erev Shabbat home service; but, substitute "festival/[yom

tov]" for the word "Shabbat"].

.

Kiddush, First Cup:  The Cup Of Blessing:

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohanu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen.

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who creates the

fruit of the vine.

.

Urchatz, Washing Of The Hands:

Wash your hands but do not say the blessing.

.

Karpas, Dipping Of The Parsley:

{the head of the house takes some parsley or chervil, dips it into

saltwater, and distributes it to all present saying...}

 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruits of the earth.

.

Yachutz, Breaking Of The Middle Matzah:

{then he takes the middle Matzah and breaks it in two, leaves one half

between the two whole ones and puts the other half under the cloth for the "Afikomen".}

.

Maggid, The Story Of Passover:

{he then elevates the dish containing the matzahs, and all at the table take hold thereof and say...}

 

This is the bread of affliction which our ancestors ate in the land of

Egypt; let all those who are hungry, enter and eat thereof; and all who are in distress, come and celebrate the Passover.  At present we celebrate it here, but next year we hope to celebrate it in the land of Israel.  This year we are servants here, but next year we hope to be freemen in the land of Israel.

.

Ma-Nishtanah, The Four Questions:

{fill the cups with wine the second time.  The youngest present then asks The Four Questions...}

 

Wherefore is this night distinguished from all other nights?  Any other

night we may eat either unleavened or leavened bread, but on this night only unleavened bread; all other nights we may eat any species of herbs, but this night only bitter herbs; all other nights we do not dip even once, but on this night twice; all other nights we eat and drink either sitting or reclined, but on this night we all of us recline.

.

Makkot, The Second Cup:  The Cup Of Plagues:

These are the ten plagues, which the Most Holy, blessed be He, brought on the Egyptians in Egypt:

 

{As each of the 10 plagues is read, a drop of wine is poured from the cup.}

 

BLOOD

FLIES

VERMIN

FROGS

PESTILENCE

BOILS

HAIL

LOCUSTS

DARKNESS

SLAYING OF THE FIRST BORN

.

READ: EXODUS 12:1-14.

.

DAYENU

{We would have been satisfied}{everyone joins in singing of Dayenu}

.

If He had merely rescued us from Egypt, but had not punished the Egyptians.

DAYENU

If He had merely punished the Egyptians, but had not destroyed their gods.

DAYENU

If He had merely destroyed their gods, but had not slain their first born.

DAYENU

If He had merely slain their first born, but had not given us their

property.

DAYENU

If He had merely given us their property, but had not split the sea for us.

DAYENU

If He had merely split the sea for us, but had not brought us through on dry ground.

DAYENU

If He had merely brought us through on dry ground, but had not drowned our oppressors.

DAYENU

If He had merely drowned our oppressors, but had not supplied us in the

desert for forty years.

DAYENU

If He had merely supplied us in the desert for forty years, but had not fed us with manna.

DAYENU

If He had merely fed us with manna, but had not given us the Shabbat.

DAYENU

If He had merely given us the Shabbat, but had not brought us to Mount

Sinai.

DAYENU

If He had merely brought us to Mount Sinai, but had not given us the Torah.

DAYENU

If He had merely given us the Torah, but had not brought us to the land of Israel.

DAYENU

If He had merely brought us to the land of Israel, but had not built us the Temple.

DAYENU

We would have been satisfied, it would have been enough.

.

THE HALLEL, The Praise:

{Psalms 113-114, responsive reading}

.

LEADER-113:1, ALL-113:2, LEADER-113:3, ALL-113:4-6,

LEADER-113:7-8, ALL-113:9, LEADER-114:1-2, ALL-114:3-6,

LEADER-114:7-8

.

The Second Cup Is Raised, And All Recite The Following:

.

Truly, we can say Hallelujah for the great redemption which Elohim has wrought on our behalf; redemption at a terrific price; in Egypt, the death of the firstborn. Redemption from sin, by the death of Elohim's Son.  "For Elohim so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

.

Kiddush over wine,

 

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen.

 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who creates the

fruit of the vine.

.

RACHATZ, Washing Of The Hands:

 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us concerning the washing of hands.

.

{Take the two whole matzahs and the broken one and say the following...}

.

HAMOTSI-{found in Erev Shabbat home Service}

 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, that bringeth forth Bread from the earth.

 

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us to eat unleaven bread.

.

MAZOR, Take Some Bitter Herbs:

 

Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments and in the blood of Yeshua the Messiah, and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.

.

KORECH, Eating Of The Bitter Herbs With Charoseth:

 

{break the undermost matzah and distribute it with some bitter herbs}

 

Thus did Hillel during the existence of the Holy Temple:  he took unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and ate them together, in order to perform the Law, "With unleavened bread and bitter herbs shall they eat it." {Hillel sandwich}

.

SHULAN ORECH, The Passover Supper/meal.

.

TZAPHUN, The Eating Of The Afikomen: . {NOTE: Communion may be taken here:}

.

HA-GEULAH, The Third Cup, The Cup Of Redemption: {Kiddush}

 

Baruch Atah YHVH, Elohaenu Melech ha-olam borae pree hagafen. Blessed art Thou, YHVH our God, King of the universe, Who creates the  fruit of the vine.

 

HALLEL, The Fourth Cup:  The Cup Of Praise: {fill fourth cup and recite: Psalms 118, responsive reading:}

 

LEADER: YHVH hath remembered us, He will bless us, He will bless the house of Aaron.  He will bless those who revere YHVH, the small as well as the great:  May YHVH increase you, more and more, you and your children.  Ye are blessed of YHVH, the Maker of heaven and earth.  The heavens are the heavens of YHVH, but the earth hath He given to the children of men.  The dead praise not YHVH, nor they who descend into the silent grave.  But we will bless YHVH, from henceforth until evermore.  HalleluYAH.

 

ALL:

 

Praise YHVH, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye people; For His mercy

prevaileth over us, and the Truth of the Lord endureth forever.  HalleluYAH.

.

LEADER-Ps. 118-21-24, ALL-Ps. 118:26-27, LEADER-Ps. 118:28-29.

 

The Leader Of The Seder Continues:

.

Blessed art Thou, O YHVH our God, King of the universe, for the wine, and for the fruit of the vine, and for the produce of the field, and for that desirable, good and spacious land which Thou granted our ancestors to inherit, to eat of its fruit, and be satisfied with its goodness.  Have compassion, O YHVH, our God, upon us, on Israel Thy people, upon Jerusalem, Thy city, on Zion, the residence of Thy glory, and upon the altar and Thy Temple; rebuild Jerusalem, Thy holy city, speedily in our days.  For all these things we thank You, in the Name of Your Son Yeshua the Messiah - and all would say Amen.

.

{ALL SAY...}

NEXT YEAR IN [NEW] JERUSALEM!

.

Singing Of Various Songs:

.

{Concerning this part of the service, it is written:  AND WHEN THEY HAD SUNG A HYMN, THEY WENT OUT UNTO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. Matthew 26:30}

====================================================================

NOTES: The bread [matsah], may be blessed with the blessing of the Challah found in the Erev Shabbat Service, {on Bible net}. [Especially before Communion if you'd like].

 

The bitter-herbs are horse-radish.  You will also need parsley, and

Charoseth {which is an apple/honey/nut mixture ground up},   A bone of a lamb-leg represents the lamb that was offered. This last can be on the center of the table to be explained only, [not eaten of course].  During the Passover meal, simply serve a meal, [but please no ham, Oy!<grin>].</grin>

 

And hopefully that briefly should do it.

 

Sorry for the lack of information on specifics.  And parts of this are 4,000 years old, and most of it over 2,000 years old.

 

Shalom shalom.

-~-

THE CASE OF THE MISSING HAFTARAH PORTION (Is.53) - Biblical or Rabbinic Judaism?...
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Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks:... – Da. 9:25a
THE CASE OF THE MISSING HAFTARAH PORTION (Is.53) - Biblical or Rabbinic Judaism?...
 

TORAH PORTION: RE’EH – “SEE” - Deuteronomy 11:26 - 16:17
 
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:11 - 55:5
 
The Torah portion for today is RE’EH, meaning SEE in Hebrew, and covers Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17. The Haftarah portion is Isaiah 54:11-55:5.  Chapter 16 of the Torah portion starts out with reminding the children of Israel to keep the Passover, then it talks about the Feast Of Weeks or Pentecost / Shavuot, then ends with the Feast of Booths or Sukkot.  These are the three Pilgrim festivals of YHVH and as Messianic Believers they speak to us of Messiah’s death and resurrection, the Giving of Ruach HaKodesh / The Holy Spirit, and the Reign of Messiah on the earth during the Millennium Kingdom.  I’m glad to be able to comment on this Torah portion today, as I think it is one of the most important for us as Messianic Believers, and I say that because of today’s Haftarah portion.  Not for what is there – but for something that also speaks very clearly of Yeshua Messiah, but is now missing!  And also taken together with today’s New Covenant portion, which I believe also applies to this subject.
 
If you’ll bear with me, I’ll try and explain why.  The New Covenant tells us that Yeshua came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Shabbat day, and stood up to read.  And there was delivered unto Him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah….  This was a Haftarah reading, a reading of the Major Prophets, which yearly cycle readings probably goes back to Ezra’s time in the Bible or earlier.  The weekly Torah portions yearly cycle readings going back much further than that.  And we know from the early Aramaic Peshetta New Covenant manuscripts we have, that the early Church’s New Covenant readings were also set to a yearly cycle as well.
 
Folks, we as Messianic Believers are called to follow Biblical Judaism, but not Rabbinic Judaism.  Let me explain why….
 
Rabbinic Judaism, has preserved in it some elements which are very valuable to us today: Their reverence of Torah instead of throwing it out like the Catholic and later Churches did; the keeping of Shabbat and the Feasts of Israel and details of how they were observed in Biblical times; an understanding of Biblical Judaic practices such as the Tallit-Tzitzit, (it’s interesting to note that some time back a man was found who had died in ancient Israel in the Dead Sea Qumran community in one of the caves who’s outer-garment, mantle, was much the same as the Tallit and Tzitzit we still wear today.)  Also of value is their preserving of the early Judaic literature that was written before Yeshua’s time, such as the Targumim and early Midrashim, many of which writings have some great commentary on the Bible and understandings of Messiah which back up from a Judaic understanding in accord with the Bible what we as Messianic’s believe.  Most of these early writings were written from about Ezra’s time on, down through the Maccabeean period, and up until about the last century BC.  
 
But here is where the problems start.  The P’rushim / Pharisees as a group were started during the Maccabeean period, but then we see that later around 50 years before Yeshua’s birth, or around the time of Hillel the first, some of the writings of the Pharisees were increasingly becoming just the words of men that were elevating themselves and adding to the Word of God and making the Word of God of no effect.  This is what Yeshua rebukes the Pharisees about in certain cases.  Even the Talmud states that one reason the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD was because the Pharisees of that generation were wicked.  Though we do know that there were Pharisees who were Believers, such as: Sha’ul/Paul, Joseph of Arimathaea, and Nicodemus who came to Yeshua at night for examples; and The Book of Acts also says that a great company of the Priests came to believe in Yeshua as Messiah.  We also note that early Church historians tell us that by the close of the 1st Century AD 1/3 of all Jewish people believed in Yeshua as the Messiah.  But these Jewish Believers were kicked out of the Synagogues at the end of the 1st Century, and finally were totally rejected by Rabbinic Judaism in Israel in 135 AD during the 2nd Jewish revolt against Rome.  And while there was some interaction after this time in the Diaspora between both groups, there was never again close ties with the Rabbinic and Messianic Jews after this.  Why?  Because the same Pharisees and their sons who had rejected Yeshua as Messiah, after the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, came up with a new system called Rabbinic Judaism, and they added more and more words of men in their writings that were opposed to the Word of God, words that now were sprung from those who had rejected Yeshua as the Messiah.  Words that can and have shipwrecked some professing Believers who’ve fallen in this ditch, entering into deceptions, to then finally even rejecting Yeshua as the Messiah.  That’s a fact. 
 

Let me give one last example to show you the seriousness of this based upon the Haftarah portion of today’s reading….
 

Years ago there was a computer bulletin board system set up where other Messianic Believers and leaders and I debated with Rabbinic Jews and Rabbis across the world that Yeshua was the Messiah.  One thing that we used was the early Judaic writings, and once in particular I said: How is it that almost all of the early Sages before Yeshua’s time write in the Targumim and Midrashim that Isaiah 53 is speaking of Messiah, but after Yeshua’s time almost none of them say this, instead saying it is referring to Israel; and why has Isaiah 53 been skipped over in the Haftarah readings.  They replied and said things like: Well now it’s accepted by the Rabbis that Isaiah 53 is speaking of Israel.  But then one of their Orthodox Scholars from England wrote: While I don’t believe that Isaiah 53 is referring to Jesus, the reason that centuries back Isaiah 53 was taken out of the Haftarah readings is that too many Jewish people who read or heard it thought it was speaking of Jesus.  Well…you can imagine that the other Rabbinic Jews in that discussion weren’t very happy that he’d said this!  And the truth be known, most of them probably didn’t even know this was the case.
 
 
Folks, it’s not the biggest danger in Rabbinic Judaism of what has been added to it by the words of men – it is what has been removed from it – Yeshua The Messiah!
 
While I know of one Jewish person who came to Yeshua Messiah as a result of the witnessing on that computer bulletin board system years ago (perhaps there were more) – I do know of more people who have left the Faith after they’d completely embraced Rabbinic Judaism.
 
You might want to read the last three verses of Isaiah 52 and Isaiah chapter 53 yourself today and see this portion that was removed from the Haftarah reading that speaks so clearly of Yeshua Messiah.
 
Just as the Gentile Christian Congregations started to branch off of the main river of Biblical Judaism around 165 AD when they first began increasingly to stop keeping Shabbat, and also started increasingly to become anti-Jewish; so too Pharisee Judaism started to veer off course in the latter half of the last Century BC before Yeshua Messiah’s birth, and then they left the main river in the 1st Century AD with the beginning of Rabbinic Judaism.
 
So while there is still much of ancient Judaic practices and beliefs that are in Rabbinic Judaism that are of value, yet just like with Gentile Christianity, there is also much that has been added by man over the centuries that is not in accord with of the written Word of God.  But we as Messianic Believers are called to walk the straight and narrow path that is rooted and grounded in Biblical Judaism, and not fall off into one ditch or the other.
 
Yet it's important for us to understand so we don't jump into the ditch on the other side called Jewish-a-phobia, also noting the Jews of today are not the same ones of the 1st Century that rejected Yeshua, many of them are just following what they've been brought up in, just like the Catholics were brought up in what their parents believed. And with the recent war in Israel, you can hear many Jewish people on the radio today in Israel that are calling for T'shuvah, returning in repentance, and crying out for help to HaShem / YHVH.
 

Brethren, we are to pray for the House of Israel, to comfort His people the Jews, and to love them – This is a commission from God to us in Scripture; but we are to pray that they are grafted back into the Olive Tree who’s Root is Yeshua Messiah – and not in any way ourselves be subjected to the blindness that has occurred in part.
 
If you want to study the early Biblical-era Judaic writings, a book that’s used in certain Christian Conservative Seminaries still today is: Alfred Edersheim’s Life and Times Of Jesus the Messiah, that covers them in depth from a Believers point of view.  He was the chief student of the leading Rabbinic scholar in Europe in the 19th century and became Born-Again.  It took him 14 years of reading and writing to produce that book, it’s thick and it will take you a long time to finish it.
 
But the main thing we as Believer need to do is to cherish ALL of God’s written Holy Word The Bible in our hearts and know His Voice, - The Old(er) Testament: The Torah, The Nivi'im/(Writings), The Ketuvim/(Prophets); And The New Covenant, Brit-HaChadashah - and then let Ruach HaKodesh, The Holy Spirit, lead us and constrain us in the way we should go.  Any thing contrary to this is illusion and false.  Only then will we be able to discern the words of all men, whether they are as the moon that reflect the Light of God’s Word and gives Him glory; or are as empty and dry as a river bed in drought.
 
Today’s New Covenant reading is 1 John 4.  As we listen to it today, see if in a way it doesn’t also address this important issue.
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Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH ET-HaDavar Elohim ישוע המשיח הוא יה את-הדבר אלוהים Yeshua/(Jesus) The-Messiah He (is) YAH/(The LORD) [את]-The-Word (of) Elohim/(God) Come to YHVH in Yeshua Messiah while the Door is still open!
-~-
IS ALL SIN REALLY “EQUAL”?...
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While it is true that all sin separates from YAH, and that a person can repent of any sin as YAH enables them to repent; yet it isn't true to simply say without qualification that all sin is 'equal' in the eyes of YHVH Elohim. Yes: All sin is separation from YAH, yet horrific sins (which YAH defines) not only bring more severe Judgment upon oneself, they also harden ones heart even more (some sin even to the point of being given over to a reprobate mind; or the apostate, etc.). YHVH Elohim clearly tells us in both the O.T. and in the N.T. that there are levels of sin that He considers worse, even as abominations, and which bring greater Judgment, both on individuals who don't repent of them, and on nations where they are practiced and condoned. - Saying that all sin is 'equal' may make an adulterer feel somewhat good about themselves through a self-justification situation-ethics type deception, in them thinking in their own mind that what they are doing is no worse than someone stealing a piece of bubble-gum...But beware of interpreting YAH's Word according to man's standards!...Equating all sin as just simply 'equal', causes a person's and nation's conscience to become seared and unable to see the horrific wickedness of sin, when those sins that YHVH says He especially hates, are so easily dismissed as just being commonplace. - We should already know that there are different 'levels of sin' simply by Messiah telling us that even Sodom would fair better in the Judgment than the cities that rejected the 12 Disciples He sent...Because if all sin were 'equal', both cities would just end up in Hell with neither experiencing it being 'more tolerable' than the other. For just one of very MANY examples that show that there is sin that is more grave than others, and which YHVH hates even worse, and so showing the statement 'all sins are equal' can't be true according to context in Scripture: If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. - 1John 5:16-17.

-~-
LEAVEN & THE TWO PRONGS OF A DEADLY ASSAULT:
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.
The Enemy will use the deceived and deceiving to put down the O.T. to try and block/rob you of your Sanctification. If that fails he will use them to put down the N.T. to try and block/rob you of your Salvation and being able hear from the Living Word of YHVH Elohim (The LORD God). This type of assault against YAH’s Word has been going on since ancient times…
.
Part of this may be considered in where Yeshua/(Jesus) Messiah speaks to us the following:
.
Then Yeshua/(Jesus) said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees….Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. – Matthew 16: 6&12.
.
Scripture tells us not to take away nor add to Scripture; yet: The Sadducees ‘took away’ from YAH Elohim’s Word, in that they believed in the Torah [5 Books of Moses], but not in the rest of Tanakh [O.T]; while the Pharisees believed in all of Tanakh [O.T.] but they also ‘added’ to YAH’s Word with their own teachings which often contradicted YHVH’s Word.  And so the Enemy was trying to place part of YAH’s Word against another part of It, and also trying to diminish It through the teachings of man. This same tactic continued after the N.T. Scriptures were given, from assaults by the Gnostics, Ebionite, Arians, & etc…; and these deadly assaults on YAH’s Word continue in various forms even today against the Body of Messiah: Coming both from those Believers who are deceived, and from counterfeit-Believers who are deceiving (either knowingly or unknowingly).
.
Sin is also defined in Hebrew as “missing the mark” which is also a term of missing the target in archery. Or considered in as very slightly moving the rudder of a great ship…its being ‘off course’ won’t be noticed for a long time…but that unnoticed tiny movement off-center will then result in it being 100’s of miles off course at the end of its journey.
.
If the enemy can get you to doubt, question, or put-down/diminish even just a little part of YHVH Elohim Word – in pitting part of It against another part, or in getting you to elevate man’s teachings above part or all of YAH’s Word – then he will have introduced a wedge to pry you away and to place a stumbling-block in front of you from hearing the Living Word of YHVH Elohim through Ruach-HaKodesh/(The Holy Spirit) speaking to your spirit. – The results are deadly !
.
Yet YHVH/(The LORD) Elohim/God) says of His Word: Is not My Word like as a fire? saith YHVH/The-LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? Jeremiah 23:29. – And all of the vain words of men shall stand in the Judgment of Fire before It, and they shall be consumed !
.
Tshuvah in Hebrew means to ‘turn/turn-round in repentance’.  If you have ears to hear: O turn then from the doctrines of men and demons, and from those things that would diminish and try and place part of YHVH’s Word against Itself !

תשובה.
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KABBALAH IS NOT FOR BELIEVERS! ~ An Important Message....
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KABBALAH IS NOT FOR BELIEVERS! ~ An Important Message....
(As you feel led, please forward this.)
.
¶ And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. – Rev. 3:14-22
.
To the Believers in Messiah Yeshua/Jesus in the Messianic-Congregations & Gentile-Church communities;
.
One of the most tragic and deadly inroads the enemy, haSatan, has made into the visible Body of Messiah Yeshua/Jesus, (especially over the last few years), is the mixings into their beliefs the doctrines of men, demons, and false-religion in certain Messianic Congregations, Gentile Churches, and movements. And even worse than simply the mixing in of these false things: These things have often been put on a parity with, or even as over, the Written Word of YHVH Elohim/God The Bible!
.
The following article will outline among the worst occurrences of this mixture of the Holy and the profane in using Zoharistic/Kabbalistic writings….Even to the point of their integration with and being used for (false)-doctrine in certain parts of the Messianic-Movement , and even in some Gentile-Churches and movements.
.
I myself have used Rabbinic writings as an apologia for years. – We even see Paul/Sha’ul when speaking to those in Crete (Titus 12:1-13) used Epimenides a Greek poet of the Cretans to illustrate and say that ONE THING this pagan writer said was true –(not that all of his writings were true, but used in apologia he said that this ONE thing only was true)! And may I here state: There are some beautiful things written in the EARLIER Judaic writings: The early Midrashim, and Targumim and commentaries (mostly from pre-1st Century A.D.). Likewise there are several things from ancient Biblical-Judaic practice that have carried through into Rabbinic-Judaic practice today, that point to and exalt the Word of God, and that we can be certain historically were having been done since early Biblical times. –(Though we still do need to exercise caution and discernment when teaching on these things, and in how they relate to our walk, because: Only the Word of YHVH Elohim/God the Bible is first and foremost, and let everything we do be done unto Yeshua/Jesus Messiah, and that in Discernment from one who is able to HEAR Ruach HaKodesh-[The Holy Spirit].)
.
But what I’ve briefly addressed in the paragraph above, is not what I'm focusing on in this article....
.
One would think that even logically the error in the effort of certain Believers in Yeshua/Jesus Messiah to even begin to think to be following Kabbalah would be obvious; but because there is a demonic deception behind it many today have fallen into this deadly falsehood. So we must be on guard and pray YHVH for Discernment and Protection from Him in these matters.
.
Let’s look at just a few of many such related Scriptures to begin to establish a Biblical premise….
.
De 12:32 What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.
.
Mt 16:6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
.
Mt 16:11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?
.
Mt 16:12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
.
Mr 8:15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.
.
Lu 12:1 In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.
.
Mt 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
.
Titus 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
.
MK 7:13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.
.
Mt 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
.
Mr 7:7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
.
Col 2:22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?
.
Tit 1:14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables (Agadah), and commandments of men (Takanot), that turn from the truth.
.
…And there are many MANY such verses, both in the Tanakh-[O.T.] and in the New Testament, that speak of this matter that you may want to search further on yourselves.
.
Ask yourself a question: Why in the world would anyone in the Body of Messiah Yeshua/Jesus, want to integrate into their doctrines specific teachings about the Very Nature of HaShem-(YHVH) taken from medieval writings that are considered sacred by only a small a group, of whom many in it think Rabbi Schneerson of Brooklyn was, and even is, the Messiah! – NO may this not be so!!! – Rather: I'll let the Unction of Ruach HaKodesh-(The Holy Spirit) of YHVH reveal to me the Nature of YHVH!
.
For more examples: I'm not going to do the Pidyon Kaparos with a chicken on Yom Kippur; nor am I going to start teaching on Lilith the ‘demon-eve’, or a whole host of other serious deadly problems taught from Kabbalah….Such as incantations to affect the physical realm with using by rote the multi-letter name of HaShem….These types of things are only a slightly veiled form of witchcraft!!! In fact the Zohar/Kabbalism is also used by certain cultic/pagan groups. –(I’ll follow YHVH, NOT the rock-star Madonna!)
.
Now I'm not exactly saying our view should necessarily be "Sola-Scripture", (in that some use that term differently than others); but we'd best be getting into our hearts the absolute premise of: "Prima-Scripture"! – Again: I'm not commenting here that all Rabbinic traditions, ancient commentaries, nor practices, are necessarily all anti-Biblical….But I'm specifically saying in regards to "doctrine", such as those on the Very Nature of HaShem-(YHVH), yet also with ANY doctrine for that matter (distinguishing from dogmatic issues which may or may not be in error): These must NOT EVER be established for us outside of Scripture! There's a whole boat-load of error being taught in the Body of Messiah today (both in Jewish and Gentile Congregations and movements). - This demonic deception, to not put the Written Word Of God The Bible as First and Foremost above our lives, has opened the door for the elevation of the doctrines of men and demons. This is even one of the roots of why some “teachers” are starting to teach that we need to be ripping out certain sections of, or even the whole of, the New Covenant! – Duh! – Wake up folks!!!
.
The Zohar, and other similar Cabbalistic writings, were written for the most part in medieval times in Europe, (the Zohar author, which was actually first written in Spain in the 13th century AD, claims it to have been written by a Rabbi in a cave in the 2nd century AD - most recent scholars of course don't agree with that, some state, without any proof, that parts of it may come from Talmudic times - nor is the Zohar accepted by all Orthodox Jews. But I digress, that is not the main point.). First off, as Believers, you’d think there would be enough Discernment to know not use them, just in the fact they were written almost all the time by Rabbi's who've rejected Yeshua as the Messiah. They include witchcraft, (Again, for but one example of what I mentioned prior: In doing magical-type works by employing a certain 'multi-letter' Name of HaShem-[YHVH], for but one place, clearly you'll see this in the ‘Stories Of Eliyahu HaNavi by Yisroel Kappholz’); belief in reincarnation as spoken of in the Zohar; and very many other non-Biblical type beliefs. You don't agree with what I just said? - Then you are deceived - period!
.
So again, ask yourself the question: Why should we be taught on the very Nature of God, from writings of non-Messianic Rabbinic-Rabbis who've rejected Yeshua as the Messiah, and certain of whose writings are steeped in witchcraft, re-incarnation, and other non-Biblical and anti-Biblical material?! – We shouldn’t be using them for any form of doctrine whatsoever, period!
.
Come on! Do you really think YHVH Elohim/God is pleased when we are trying on our own to relate His Nature to mankind by these false things?! Instead of Him revealing Himself to our spirit, by His Holy Spirit, these things?!
.
But you say: ‘It makes sense, or, it fits, or... whatever’. You want to know why?...Because it is a COUNTERFEIT! Of course it makes sense, it is from a false-religious-spirits that are trying to imitate the things of God! That's what false-religious-spirits do! Wake up! Every false religion can be falsely tied into the Bible by using those false-religion-spirits reasoning – Even Buddhism can by shown to have a parallel, as in their ying-yang, even all of it - because it is COUNTERFEIT! - And yet God hates it and all such mingling of the Holy and the profane. Even every teaching of man that is not inspired by God is so: Secular Humanism, Situation Ethics, all of it. – Yet they all look so close to being true - because they are designed that way - they are teachings from the dark that is devoid of Light; but yet they are talking about the "truth" and "light" - so of course they will appeal to the mind as being valid and holding some form of "truth", but they are NOT of the Light!...as by their very nature they can't be. These things are from ‘false satanic/demonic angel(s) of light’! - That is one reason why God said to be not conformed to this world, but to be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.... Those who are operating in the Spirit of YAH can discern this and the words of men; while those who are operating in the flesh cannot - and so they will all too often embrace the words and the things of man and even demons in place of the Word of God alone. - And so the mind exults itself against the heart and against the things of God. - Yes, even sadly many times by those who truly love YHVH Elohim/God, but they have come under this deception to one degree or another.
.
These false-religious-spirits will try and get you to mingle the things of men and demons with the things of God. Gosh, we might as well teach the Mormon's or the JW's theology from our pulpits on what is the Nature of God! - Might even be more accurate than what's being taught by many Messianics and in many Churches today! –[Oh, this was so sad for me even to type here! L ]
.
Another, of several problems, is that the Zohar exalts man! Here's is just one quote of many such examples for you:
.
"While Maimonides and his followers regarded man as a fragment of the universe whose immortality is dependent upon the degree of development of his active intellect, the Zohar declared him to be the lord of the Creation, whose immortality is solely dependent upon his morality. According to the Zohar, the moral perfection of man influences the ideal world of the Sefirot; for although the Sefirot expect everything from the Ein Sof (Heb. infinity), the Ein Sof itself is dependent upon man: he alone can bring about the divine effusion.The dew that vivifies the universe flows from the just. By the practice of virtue and by moral perfection, man may increase the outpouring of heavenly grace."
.
The Zohar declared man "to be the lord of the Creation... who's immortality is dependent upon... his active intellect... etc....?!" Can't you see that these entire reasonings are only of men?! And if you are trying at this very moment to say: ‘Yeah, but it makes sense if you relate it to this verse or that verse in the Bible....’ - Then I'd again suggest to you that you are under deception! And so you are not defending Scripture, rather you are defending the reasonings of men concerning Scripture….And so, you are placing them above, or at least on a parity with, Scripture! - You should be from the Inner-Man be Discerning what’s down from Above; and not trying to rationalize from the down on what is Up, from the outer-man! – If that statement I just now made doesn't make sense to you?...Then you'd best be praying about it!
.
It has been said, even recently in public by a ‘now Pharisaic-heretic who was once a Messianic teacher’, and others elsewhere: “The Ein Sof (taught in Kabbalistic writings) is not mentioned at all in Scripture, because it cannot be known.”…Well gosh!... So if it can't be known, yet it is being taught and discussed by men, then it is men discussing their false reasonings of man! And if it's not mentioned at all in Scripture, then throw it out!...All the more so because it "isn't mentioned at all" in the Word of God, yet claims to be an authority on the very Nature of God!..Get it?!!! - That is a form of Rabbinic-Deism. In fact, all false religions includes some form of deism. They are belief systems that keep you from a relationship with God, because to them He's always "out there somewhere...maybe" - or in this case "unable to be known"; and in so doing, they present a false image of who YHVH Elohim/God really is. The enemy does this so you won't come to know YHVH the One True God in a personal way in your heart and spirit in Yeshua/Jesus Messiah Who IS YAH HaDavar/The-Word of Elohim/God. – Yet, ancient BIBLICAL-Judaism / Messianic-Hebraic-BIBLICAL-Judaism, is different….As YHVH revealed Himself to the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai, and then further He revealed Himself to us in Yeshua Messiah. - We have a RELATIONSHIP - NOT a RELIGION!
.
Well, I've tried to be very brief but clear. I could go on and on concerning why this is great error and displeasing to God; but to tell you the truth, if you need me to do that, or desire me to do it, then it probably wouldn’t matter for you!...You either will get this or you will not….And all the pitpul and midrashing in the whole world won't change your mind. One of the greatest deceptions of sin is when it appears as ‘not really that big of a deal’, and so it is easily accepted and embraced. Playing around with the words and reasonings of men and/or demons, and especially in the context I've specifically outlined above, even as concerning the Very Nature of God, I believe falls into this category of grave and deadly sin! - You know, there was a golden-calf in the wilderness when they tried to engraft the religion of Egypt into their worship of YHVH….He wasn't too pleased with that attempted religious mixing though now was He?!!!
.
I pray that the Messianic and Gentile-Christian communities wake up before it is too late in these matters - in some cases - it may already be too late! L
.
Shalom;
.
Tshuvah.
~~~
How can the Leaders of the Messianics and Christians expect the members of the Body of Messiah to walk in Sound Doctrine…When many, or even most, of their Leaders, for the sake of a unification-false-peace, will not stand up against false doctrine?

-The Above is taken from the final chapter of: The Odes Of Laodicea!
________________________________________
-~-

Is the Mogen/(Magen)-Star of David really pagan, or not?...
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Is the Mogen/(Magen)-Star of David really pagan, or not?...
 

While there are pagan symbols and things we need to beware of, I don't believe this is one of them. Part of the problem is that the pagans adopt and pervert most everything of the Bible sometime during history.  Kind of the chicken or the egg deal.  Here is what I have on the history of the Star of David....
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The following is in three notes I had posted on this subject, some of the following information given is just traditional to give you a background on the subject, as well as presenting factual evidence…
 
MOGEN/(MAGEN)-STAR OF DAVID:
 
NOTE 1: 
 
It was not only used by Jews in the third century, but it is also found on a Hebrew seal discovered in Sidon and dating from the seventh century B.C.. It also appears side by side with the Menorah, and it also has been called the Shield of David.
.
On the catacombs near Rome, where Jewish people are buried, the insignia "Mogen David" is found as also on the wall surrounding the city of Jerusalem.
.
Interesting note: George Washington ordered the symbol of thirteen stars on the reverse side of the National Seal so arranged in five rows [one-four-three-four-one] as to create the outline of the six-pointed Star [Mogen David] to honor the Jew, Chaim Solomon, who literally financed the U.S. Government through the Revolution!
.
The Shield of David, [or, more popularly known as the "Star of David"] is linked to the sacred Name of the YHVH, HaShem, which Jewish people do not pronounce. The Name is called "Tetragrammaton" and frequently has appeared in the center of the Magen David which custom has been observed for centuries.
.
It has been said that the combination of the triangles is taken from the ancient Paleo-Hebraic signature of King David. The three letters of his name, Daled, Waw, Daled, by extension, compose a double triangle.
.
Some Jewish teachers have held that the six points of the star represent the omnipresence of G-d in all directions: east, west, north and south, also up and down.
.
Orthodox Jews also claim that each point of this star stands for a Hebrew word spelling out the Shema, the great confession of Deut. 6:4.
.
Others feel that when drawing the inner diagonals of the star one would come upon twelve triangles which might symbolize the position of the twelve tribes of Israel as encompassed around the Tabernacle in the wilderness.
.
There are those who maintain that there is an association between the six points of the star and the six measures of barley Boaz gave to Ruth, which symbolized the fact that six great people would stem from Ruth, foremost among these being King David.
.
It has been interpreted to denote the seven days of the week. The center of the star, the most complete figure, being the Shabbat; the six outer triangles, the six week days.
.
There are those who interpret it as symbolizing the six heroes of Israel: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and Aaron. There are still others who consider it a symbol of the coming Messiah Who is scheduled to arrive after six thousand years. In this connection they claim the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers 24:17...There shall step forth a STAR out of Jacob, And a scepter shall arise out of Israel.
.
There are 4th cent. AD Agadah writings that state, when David was fighting the armies of Saul he asked YHVH what he could put on their shields to distinguish the two armies apart, as they are to make no graven images, and that this is the symbol YHVH gave him.  It is also called in Talmudic writings the Star of Abraham, and is stated it originated with him, but most writings indicate, in Judaic lit., that it originated with David himself - and based upon the configuration with the ancient Paleo-Hebrew script for the letters D/daled V/vav D/daled the explanation makes sense.
.
To some Jewish scholars, the triangle pointing downwards to the earth, represents man in his triune being - body, soul, and spirit; and Rabbinic writing(s) also state that the triangle pointing upwards toward heaven, according to a Jewish history of it, represents the Godhead, a mystery which they feel will be explained when the Messiah comes!
.
To us as Messianic Believers, it can show the Tri-Unity of YHVH Elohim, reaching down to tri-nature man, and in Messiah Yeshua, the two are brought into fellowship.
 
NOTE 2: 
 
     Most scholars state that the molech, easter, baal, symbol was the five-pointed star (I.e. as the "Bethlehem star" as seen at Christmas) not a six-pointed star; and then you have the inverted star of satanism that is a five pointed star.  And unless you accept the account that it originated with Abraham - then it was introduced around the time of Solomon - but rather by his father David!
     The fact that it shows up later in witchcraft is not an indication of its origins. - In fact, in some witchcraft books it is said to represent the Jews, and it often depicted with a cross in its center when witches do hexes against the Jews and Christians (their own statements in their witchcraft books stating this.)
     Also the statement that it was not used by Israel for 2,600 years, and only has become a distinct Jewish symbol in the last 2 centuries, is false as well.  It is on the 1st Century Synagogue in Capernaum that Yeshua/Jesus would have taught at in the New Testament accounts.  We have a gold Mogen David from the third century BC with Biblical inscriptions on it; and in the last 15 years or so one of the royal seals of the House of David from one of the kings of Israel's royal scribe has a Star of David and is from the 7th century BC and shows that it was used as a royal seal by the House of David (research B.A.R. on this discovery), for just some examples. 
     Given all this, and the accounts of its origins in ancient Judaic writings, I think we can conclude that paganism has been attempting to hijack this symbol.  The witchcraft usage shows up after David's time, not the other way around.   Quoting later Rothschild's, Masonic, etc., sources to make their point that the Star of David is evil is also irrelevant.   Also you'll note in that article-[NOTE: This note I wrote was in response to another person’s article] they call the Tabernacle in the Wilderness evil to make their point, when it was designed by YHVH Elohim Himself and given to Moses! - That is a horrible out of context analogy in that article!  It's bordering on sacrilege I'd think to equate the things that God directly gave with evil.  Sure the Children of Israel at times did evil at times in their history; but the Tabernacle in the Wilderness designed and given by YHVH was not evil!
     Sure, there is false/pagan stuff out there mingled in Judaism and Christianity; but having researched it, I don't believe this is one of them.  I'd stay away from 5 pointed stars like the pentagram though!
﻿
﻿NOTE 3: 
﻿  
﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿     ﻿Here are some facts: Most of the articles saying the Mogen David is pagan are quoting from articles saying it wasn't used for the Jewish people till the 16th century, and that it was made by Solomon - however!...That is only found in Masonic literature! Yet it is quoted over and over, but it is NOT true!
     FACTS: We have a 4th century A.D. Star of David that is made of gold from a Scripture portion in Hebrew. - Not that many years ago a Royal Seal of a scribe of a king of the House of David was found in Israel that had a star of David on it from the 7th Century BC (research the article in B.A.R.), and the synagogue in Capernaum, probably the same one Yeshua/Jesus taught at, has stars of David all around its foundation stones. The Agadah in the 4th C. AD says the Star of David is also called the Shield of David, as when David's troops were fighting Saul's troops since they were all dressed alike, he prayed and asked YAH what he should put on his army's shields since it was forbidden to make a graven image, and that is what he was given. Some writings say it is also called the shield of Abraham as he used it before David did.
     While it is used in witchcraft, only with a circle around it, to cast spells, it is a matter of the chicken and the egg: They also use it with a cross inside it, and a circle around it, to cast spells on the Jewish people and on Christians (this is in their own writings). Satan perverts everything that is true....black-sabbath, upside down and broken cross (peace symbol) and etc...
     Going by Masonic writings to prove anything isn't good. The Masons are really only a few centuries old and do NOT go back to Solomon! sheesh! - Not to mention the Masons have an agenda of painting Jews as evil - Just like we know the Protocols Of The Elders Of Zion was a Russian Masonic document they released substituting "Jews" in the place of "Masons". - This was to reveal their intentions of NWO/Illuminate world conquest, yet setting up the Jews as a smoke-screen/straw-man to draw attention away from themselves-(Masons). - Those are the facts; and no: I'm not going to argue it! To even think that the tiny population of Jews were planning on taking over the world, way before they even had a country (modern Israel) is ridiculous. - What is even more ridiculous is that some people still believe that today, when we see Israel having to fight to just hold on to the tiny sliver of a country, the size of New Jersey, they have now!
     Yes, there are pagan symbols and Cabbalistic things in Rabbinic Judaism, and Catholicism has some things too for that matter, that we need to throw out - but I believe the evidence shows that the Mogen David / Star of David isn't one of them.
Here are a few links with more information, pictures, and historical finds of ancient Mogen/Stars of Davd (there are quite a few more than I knew about), including the recent find of it being used by 1st and 2nd Century AD Messianic Jewish Believers...
 
http://www.tsiyon.org/main/messianic_seal_news.htm 
http://mayimhayim.org/Academic%20Stuff/Messianic%20Seal.htm 
http://peyotinyakima.blogspot.com/2009/10/star-of-david.html 
http://lodibethhallel.com/star_david__pagan.htm 
 
 

Shalom﻿﻿﻿
-~-

Tares & Wheat: The Great Separation Of The Harvest -&- Tares & Wheat, The Great Deception, And The False Light Of The Apostates...
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Part 1:  Tares & Wheat: The Great Separation Of The Harvest:

There is a false religion amongst the Christian and Messianic movements today. – While it looks the same on the outside, and it even uses the same words and phrases...yet it is fake. – It is another gospel, with another jesus/yeshua christ/messiah. It is the religion of the tares, and it’s purpose is to attempt to influence and diminish the Wheat.

In all its many differences, it even has a fake love that is trying to mimic True Agapi Love from Above. But it is really just worldly love in a religious suit. It is a tolerance of evil that would fit right in with the Hippy movement of the 60’s, and with the liberal and pagan religious movements of today! Don’t you find it a little odd, that those who tell you not to judge, themselves only judge those who are pointing out evil and those who practice it? – Of everything else they are tolerant, but not of this. I’m not talking about railing against your Brethren and giving them a hard time about dogmatic or disputable matters, nor even over their every little violation of Torah –(The enemy/haSatan attempts to divide the Body over those things); rather: I’m talking about the practices today of a tolerance of false doctrine, and tolerance of major violations of Scripture…even of sins unto death, a tolerance of those who’d assault the Bible and tell you it cannot be trusted as YAH’s Word, and their tolerance and acceptance of those who practice these sins in their/our midst.

The fact is: The Bible DOES tell us to Judge, not with a worldly/carnal judgment (judge not lest ye be judged); but in a Spiritual Judgment (we’re exhorted to Judge with righteous Judgment). And Scripture does NOT tell us to tolerate gross evil in our midst. – Rather: It tells us to rebuke it, leave it, and shun them who do not repent of it. – Disfellowship / shunning / excommunication / ”under-the-ban”-(a Judaic term): Is taught and exhorted for the Body to practice when necessary all throughout Scripture! – Though it is not taught, nor practiced much at all today. – Can the body expect to be walking in the whole blessings of Elohim/God YHVH when it will only walk in part of His Word? – No!

Scripture says that Judgment begins at the House of Elohim/God. – And we are seeing that today. And it will get more pronounced. – As the tares are separated from the Wheat, and as the chaff is removed from the stubborn Wheat. If we fail to walk as He has commanded us to walk in these matters, in our authority in Him that we’ve been given, then He will cleanse it Himself, for what He said He hates He will not long tolerate and will deal with it. - Come apart from Babylon and be ye separate doesn’t just mean coming apart from the ‘world’; it also means separating ourselves from the world that has been sown amongst the Body as tares and their religion.

Do you love those in gross deadly error and sin, but say you hate the sin?...Good; but if you really loved them and were concerned for their Eternal Life, then you’d be following the Scriptural Injunctions in these cases and not be tolerating and accepting them in your midst in their unrepentance! – A major part of “shunning” is to allow Ruach HaKodesh / The Holy Spirit to convict them to repentance. Tolerance only enables them to continue on in their lost, or at least their dangerous, state – and it infects the Body as a whole.

Except for a few notable exceptions: I believe it is too late to reverse this course. I believe that Laodicea has repented about as much as it’s going to, short of the soon coming Judgment. Scripture says in the End-Times that it will even come to the point that brother will deliver up Brother unto death and think they are doing God a service in doing so!

However: I believe the distinction between the Holy and the profane is and will become more and more clear. And that will be a relief as the confusion dissipates. And Scripture tells us that: “the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.” And I believe True Believers will be given more of YAH’s peace and strength as times wax worse and worse: “…But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:” 

Just know that as the world falls apart…that is the WORLD falling apart, not us…not those who are in Him; don’t fear but look UP! – For while we are in this world, we are not of this world….

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. – Rom.12:2

¶ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. {…} Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. – Matt.13:24-30; 36-42

~

Part 2:  Tares & Wheat, The Great Deception, And The False Light Of The Apostates...
It is man's spin on the New Testament that is in error, not in any way the New Testament. In context and interpreted alongside 1st Century Judaic thought, and in light of what Sha'ul (Paul) was relating and considering his audience of Greek speaking Diaspora Jews: What Sha'ul (Paul) wrote and what the New Testament teaches is NOT in discord with the Tanakh-(the OLDer Testament) in any way at all !
 

Recently, especially over the last 5 years or so, there are several "teachers" (both those associated with the Gentile Christian and Messianic Movements) that have begun increasingly to belittle, slight, or even defame portions, or even all of the New Covenant (Brit HaChadashah) Scriptures. This usually starts out with their attacking in one way or another the writings of Sha'ul/Paul. This is a demonic End-Time assault led by false-teachers on the Body of Messiah. It's purpose is to put a stumbling block to keep one from being able to hear the Rhema Word (Living Word) in causing people to hold in low regard the Logos (Written Word), to the effect of their having (at least) a powerless life ham-strung from moving in our weapons of Spiritual Warfare and the Gifts of the Spirit; or worse: Leading those almost having escaped into apostasy. This is often done with a call to draw closer to God (which in itself could be good), but doing so, at least somewhat, apart from the Written Word of YHVH, which makes the very thing they are advocating impossible. The purpose of this brief article is not to persuade those who are these false deceiving teachers, nor for those wholly under this deception (except for YAH's Grace, they've already cast off Sound Doctrine); rather it is for those who still have and ear to hear that they might avoid a deadly ditch and shipwreck!
 

First, here are some Scriptures that relate to this, and concerning the End-Times:
 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. - 2Tim.4:3-4
 

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. - 2Cor.11:13-15
 

And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. - 2Pet.3:15-17
 

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. - 2Thess.2:9-12
 

These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. - 2Pet.2:17-22
 

¶  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. - 2Tim.3:1-7
 

¶  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. ¶  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. - Matt.7:15-23
 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. - 1John2:19
 

There are many more such Scriptures that relate to this topic than are outlined above. Now those attempting to diminish the Written Word is not a new thing. - Liberal theologians have been trying to do that for over a 100 years. Nor is the slighting of the Logos (Written Word) a new thing. Perhaps some will recall certain persons in the Churches Word Faith movements quite some years back saying we no longer really need the Logos since we have the Rhema (Living Word). What is somewhat new though is these false teachings often now come dressed up in a Judaic lingo, and their intensified attack especially on Paul! - Why Paul?...In part because he was one of the main ones led of the Holy Spirit in the Bible to give the Body of Messiah instruction in Spiritual warfare and walking in the Spirit - the enemy hates this, and will try to steer one away from these things.
 

For one to attempt to detach the Rhema from the Logos is not only extreme falsehood, it is attempting to place yourself as a mediator and arbitrator between the Logos & Rhema. In their promising those to enter into the things of the Spirit, they instead have placed their own understanding above the Written Word, and so have blocked them from hearing the Ruach-HaKodesh / Holy-Spirit. Willfully ignorant of the fact that it was the Living Word that gave the Written Word, and it is that same Living Rhema Word that breathes Life/Chai into the Written Logos Word in the spirit and hearts of those who can hear and know the Voice of YAH. These false-teachers and those under their deception have been captured by false-religious-spirits, often in a form of gnostic mythros flavored with Ebionite teachings and forms of Deism. In their proclaiming portions of The Bible as only the words of man, as unreliable, or even as false: These men have set themselves and their mental teachings as a way to enter the 'spirit' and deeper truths, but instead have only achieved the very thing they are supposedly warning you against! - Would you please God and not man?...Yet you will listen to men tell you what in the Bible is of man and not of Elohim/God! - What?!: ¶  "But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things." - 1John2:20 -- If YOU have an unction, why do you heap to yourselves as authority over your lives false-teachers' endless words of clay - doesn't that speak to you that you cannot hear?!
 

Circumspection is from the Ruach/Spirit of Elohim/God YHVH, and not in our own understanding from the mind of the flesh. Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned. The mind of the Spirit encompasses the mind of the flesh; but our own understanding / the mind of the flesh can NEVER encompass the Spirit!
 

Now there are several half-truths in the endless words they will speak. That is what makes counterfeit a counterfeit - it looks real but it isn't! And even though their arguments are verbose and lengthy, they are easy to counter point by point. The trouble is they are so lengthy it takes hours to do so, and it's like that game whack-it, you knock down one and two more pop up :-)
 

Seriously though:
 

Would one belittle or speak against a letter they received from their Loved One, just because they didn't hear it in person?! - We must thoroughly know YAH's Written Word the Bible, and place IT as an Authority OVER our lives...not wrongly as though It has been made subject to us, but rather as us being subject to It! - And having the Living Word of Elohim/God, Yeshua/Jesus Messiah, as the foremost Authority in our lives. - That is form and substance, without both a house cannot be built that stands. If one builds a foundation without the forms set in place, the concrete flops all over the place and is of no effect. If one tries to build on the forms with no substance poured in, the foundation will collapse. One must have BOTH the Written (form) Word and the Living (substance) Word OVER their lives. They are integral and both necessary for a firm foundation in our walk. One without the other is as faith without works.
 

[NOTE: Not just "Torah observant"; but rather: ALL SCRIPTURE / BIBLE observant. - The Sadducees were only "Torah observant", as they didn't' follow the rest of the Tanakh [O.T.] like the Pharisees did. - A question then: When Torah alone was first Written down, did that mean that the Prophets and Writings were not the Word of YHVH Elohim/God?...Of course not!...Or before Torah was Written down was It not yet YAH's Living Word?...Of course not!...for It was Living before and as It was given to be Written down. - We can also see this where Messiah says BOTH the Torah and the Prophets are foundational. - Even so then: Before the New Testament was Written down does NOT mean that the N.T. was/is not the Word of YAH Elohim nor of any less importance than ALL of The Holy Scripture/Bible. - Messiah is the Living Torah/Ketuvim/Nivi'im, just as He is ALSO the Living Brit HaChadashah-(New Testament). - So we are to be ALL Scripture observant then. - The Davar-Chayim-(Living Word), before It was given as the Davar-Katav-(Written Word), is just as Authoritative before It was Written as after. - Grace to grace…from Moshe to Mashiach…from Torah to the Brit HaChadashah. - Don't then diminish nor exalt any part of the Word of YHVH Elohim as being under nor over another part of His Word. - What was directed by Ruach HaKodesh (The Holy Spirit) of YHVH Elohim to be Written in ink on earth, speaks to man of what is Chayim-(Living) and Ruach-(Spirit) and established in the Heavens. - For all the Word of YHVH Elohim is as Fire, and all the idle words of man shall face It.]
 

We as members of the Body of Messiah need to love and cherish ALL of God's Holy Word The Bible! [O.T.]: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe. The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Nivi'im as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah [N.T.]: as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men. And then let Ruach HaKodesh [The Holy Spirit] of YHVH Elohim/God lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go. Only then will we be able to discern the words of all men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and give Him glory, - or are words that are empty and dry as a river-bed in a drought.
 

Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH ET-HaDavar Elohim 
ישוע המשיח הוא יה את-הדבר אלוהים 
 Yeshua/(Jesus) The-Messiah He (is) YAH/(The LORD) [את]-The-Word (of) Elohim/(God)
-~-
SIGNS & WONDERS FROM ABOVE: What Is Our Reaction?...

on August 19, 2011
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And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; ~ And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; ~ blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke: ~ And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. ~ The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of YHVH come. ~ Lu 21:25; Ac 2:19a & Joel 2:30b; Lu 21:11; Joel 2:31.

     SIGNS Scripture tells us are warnings of Judgment events to occur, but they are not necessarily the actual (or more than partial) cause of those following events of Judgment. To focus only on the signs as the entire cause of the following events: Distracts from the Creator who made them, and clouds a person from noting the sinful conditions which made them necessary to begin with. - And to the unSaved who mock at any notion that God may be trying to warn the world, they are dismissed in their minds as being only natural events and so another excuse to remain blind. One of the biggest End-Time deceptions comes from who/what tries to convince mankind, even Believers, that Judgments sent/allowed from YHVH are simply occurring only by the hand and devices of mankind, or are only by something/anything else, rather than foremost being Judgments from YHVH that are allowed/sent by Him.
     AGAIN: When we see a 'sign', the first thing it should do is cause us to reflect on The Creator YHVH Who from eternity past knew our current state, and gave us sign(s)...And then one should ask themselves why was this sign(s) created for this specific time, what is the sign(s) pointing toward, what iniquity in the world, the nation, also even in my own life would require these signs at this time in history. But many Believers have it backwards: They'll instead look at the sign as the totality of the event of what is happening, or is going to happen; instead of seeing it being created primarily as a sign-post, warning, and a call to repentance - and only then some will try and tack God back into the equation via their own understanding. - Likewise: The unSaved/sinner will either see and heed the sign as a warning and repent in fear; or will dismiss it simply as plain old cause and effect, and so use it as an excuse to continue in their unBelief and blindness.
     Have you fallen for deception?!
.
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-~-

A Major Sign In The Heavens (but many missed it due to the hype and false reports that preceded it)….

on Monday, October 3, 2011
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[Comet E.L.E.N.I.N.: WHAT ABOUT IT WAS FALSE & WHAT ABOUT IT WAS VALID?]

.

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; ~ And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; ~ blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke: ~ And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. ~ The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of YHVH come. - Lu 21:25; Ac 2:19a & Joel 2:30b; Lu 21:11; Joel 2:31.

.

WHAT WAS FALSE?….

.

Most of you reading this are probably familiar with Comet Elenin. Many dozens, perhaps several hundred articles, videos, Emails, and talk show commentaries have been given (and are still being given as of 10/3/11) on this event. First let me say: While YHVH knows…I believe as the prophecies in Scripture show and even as we are seeing, that there are many signs, wonders, and events aligning with Biblical prophecy that are happening now at an ever increasing rate. And I believe these will increase (soon) to the point where it will enter into the time the Bible talks about that: “Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” Luke21:26. However the problem with this Comet Elenin event was that the vast majority of the reports on it were either outright false, or else they were mingled with so much disinformation that it was near impossible to sort out anything credible being said without putting forth a great deal of effort. – Many reports were stating that starting on Sept. 25th 2011 as Comet Elenin went into alignment with the sun and earth: There would be 3 days of darkness, and/or a complete reversal of the magnetic poles, the Madrid Fault-Line would go off, mega earthquakes would break out everywhere, it would be like the movie 2012, and etc…. Others were also saying that the Comet was really: Planet X, Nibiru, an unexploded black dwarf star larger than Jupiter, an object controlled by man, or an inter-dimensional alien object…all sorts of wild-eyed false speculations. Folks: There are plenty of prophetic things happening and coming up; don’t listen to those making up all kinds of falsehoods, those trying to stir up unfounded-fear and panic and/or those who are trying to make a name for themselves. As valid Signs and events continue to come to pass, we’ll continue to hear man-made explanations, false spins, and in general every kind of smoke-screen you could imagine, to distract deceive and try to cloud what’s really going on. We need to pray for Discernment in these End-Times: So that like when the staff(s) were cast on the ground in ancient Egypt, we’ll know the difference in what is of YHVH, and what is from the servants of Pharaoh. -Yes, times are getting ‘scary’, but the one thing that SHOULD cause all to fear is not knowing YHVH in Messiah Yeshua/Jesus!  Let’s not then as Believers get caught up in worldly-fear; but rather: Let us (and all mankind) tremble in the Presence and be in Godly-reverential-fear in the Heavenly Courtyard at the Holiness of YHVH Elohim our Loving Creator, Who as the Voice/Word of YHVH Elohim now walks in the garden of our hearts who know Him, and Who is returning as the Lion Of The Tribe Of Judah: Yeshua HaMashiach Melech Ben-David Hu YAH HaDavar Elohim. Amaine!

.

WHAT WAS VALID?...

.

Aside from the deceptions and smoke-screens that clouded this event; part of the reason many missed it as being a significant Sign was due to their lack of understanding what place Israel has in End-Time events. This can be due either to ignorance, or to their willful dismissal of the many Scriptures that relate to Israel in the End-Times, or from their heeding false teachings saying that the Church has replaced Israel and YHVH has cast them aside and that Israel and the Jews no longer have any relevance today, and so they don’t care at all – but they SOON will care!

.

The first place in Scripture we see a fore-shadow of this event-(which event took place on the Feast of Trumpets Yom HaTru’ah [Rosh HaShannah] September [11th] in 3 B.C.; and just now also happened again & also surrounding Yom HaTru’ah September 29-30th 2011) was where Joseph relates his dream/vision before being sold into Egypt….

 

“And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.” Genesis 37:9.

.

While this isn’t exactly the same as the Revelation account, it is interesting in that ancient Judaic, and modern commentaries, relate Israel’s son Joseph to being a type and shadow of the Messiah before He came the first time -(as Messiah Ben-Yosef/Joseph the suffering Messiah, followed by Messiah Ben-David the reigning Messiah. – Of course we as Believers know that Yeshua Messiah is One in the same, He is not coming for the first time, but He is returning AGAIN.). – Note that he says ‘the eleven stars’ (of course he, Joseph, being the one that the 11 children of Israel will do obeisance to when he becomes a ruler over Egypt and them) but the two later events also had another ‘star/comet’ associated with them, besides also having the sun and moon in specific locations mentioned in Revelation. There is more of interest to study in the parallels here in Genesis; yet this was only a fore-shadow. – Now let’s look at the two Spiritual events that have a physical witness that are built into creation by YHVH….

.

¶  “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with Child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her Child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a man Child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her Child was caught up unto God, and to His throne.” Revelation 12:1-5.

.

As mentioned earlier: This event took first took place on the Feast of Trumpets Sept. [11th] in 3 B.C. which heralded the first Coming/Appearance of Messiah to the world; and then happened again over this last Feast of Trumpets on Sept. 29-30th 2011 which I believe both portends of horrific Judgment and heralds His second Coming/Appearance. It is also interesting to note in the 2011 events that Saturn and Venus-(The “Morning Star”, a name for the planet Venus, is mentioned twice in the Book of Revelation, and in 22:16 is specifically identified as Messiah Yeshua/Jesus) are at Virgo’s mid-section, and then Venus passes by Saturn and continues downward. There are quite a few other things associated with this (more in the articles Links/URL’s below), but what is also striking in this last event is that at the time surrounding Comet Elenin’s alignment with the earth and sun, it was introduced into the UN to divide Israel and give it over to YHVH and Israel’s enemies, in complete violation of the very many prophetic warnings in Scripture of horrific Judgment that would follow the dispute of Israel’s borders/territories (see in Zeph.) by the Children of Amman-(Palestinians), and the dividing by the nations of YHVH’s Land Israel (see in Joel), and of the nations coming against Jerusalem. And sadly even the leadership of Israel we now see admitting Israel will be ripped apart as ‘two nations’, and that Bibi says he is the one who will bring peace to them ! – Then next at the very time that the formal decision to hand over debate in the UN on dividing Israel happens, Comet Elenin moves into a position as a tiara/crown on Virgo, and continues on for a few days in an overhead crowning position. – AGAIN: On no other days except September [11th] in 3 B.C. and again in September 2011 do we see this planetary alignment taking place; and considering they both take place on the same Holy-Day Feast of YHVH two millennium apart, and considering the monumental events that both of these occurrences aligned with…!!!

.

Many more events are on the way folks. Signs wonders and prophetically significant events are increasingly daily! ~ Draw close to YHVH in Messiah Yeshua as a Free-Will-Offering now…Sit at His feet and learn of Him…Pray for Discernment, and to be able to as Elijah did, to hear His Still Small Voice…Come in quickly ahead of the storm !

.

Below are just a few URL/LINKs that address this subject, at least in part. There are several more articles that have more specific information related to these events that you can search the internet for on your own and find. - DISCLAIMER: While many of the facts in these articles (below) are valid, yet I do not necessarily agree with all the conclusions or observations of the authors – use Discernment….
.

https://professorjt2012.wordpress.com/2011/08/13/elenin-%E2%80%93-sign-in-the-heavens/ 
.

http://www.torahcalendar.com/PDF/BirthOfMessiah.pdf 
.

http://doubleportioninheritance.blogspot.com/2011/07/messiah-of-israel-born-on-feast-of.html 
.

http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolitics/Article.aspx?id=239845 
.

http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?id=239877 
.

http://www.jpost.com/Headlines/Article.aspx?id=239333 
.

 

Selah סֶלָה‎ 

Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH ET-HaDavar Elohim ~ ישהוא המשיח הוא יה את-הדבר אלוהים 
-~-

The 1st Four Seals - The Horsemen Ride....
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The First Four Seals - The Horsemen Ride.... 

The following after a few years of prayer on this matter and studying the Scripture is where I believe that we are at in time in regards to certain Prophecies in the Bible. I realize that on this particular topic there are a wide range of views amongst people - but that doesn't concern me - I simply want to share with you what I believe, but I recognize that only YHVH knows for sure concerning this and all matters. So take this with a grain of discernment, but this is what I believe I've been shown.... 

As a premise: I believe that the first Four Seals which are The Four Horsemen shown in Revelation, covers the time period of the beginning of sorrows/birth-pangs and the battle of Gog/Magog - which when full blown will be WWIII - and that these Seals are not in the "Tribulation" period proper, but are what immediately leads to the anti-Christ and his evil 7 year peace-treaty and the "Tribulation". While many scholars/Rabbis in Israel issued a joint statement on Passover 2001 that they believed Israel had entered the "time of Jacob's trouble" as outlined in Scripture which they believe started with PM Sharon's reading from the Book of Psalms on the Temple Mount on Rosh Hashanah 2000 and then the subsequent ongoing attack of the Palestinians; yet I believe instead that this was more specifically one of the signs of the beginning of the end of the age of the Gentiles as talked about in Scripture. 

The First Seal of Revelation, the White Horseman, I believe was opened around/on Rosh Hashanah 2001 shortly after/on 9/11/2001, and that the horseman who went out conquering and to conquer was the USA in Afghanistan, Iraq, and soon Iran (and Syria?), etc..., and that we'll look back and see this was actually the beginning of WWIII/Gog-Magog. Who conquered Iraq as with a bow from the sky and so is in charge of Babylon West? - The USA! - Who is getting ready to attack Iran Babylon East? - The USA! - Mystery Babylon? - We shall see! 

I believe too that the Second Seal, the Red Horseman that was given a great sword and power to take peace from the earth, is now opening and is the Islamic nations along with Communist nations. They are going to attack the first Horseman and Israel, which will result in the actual battle many believe is Gog-Magog which ends up that Damascus (and the remaining portion of Babylon) is destroyed, (which many also believe escalates into a WWIII global conflict), and includes the king of the North -(various people view this as either Islamic forces/nations, or Russia with perhaps other communist nations, or both.) - And as a result, America and it's allies will be Judged along with these other nations and be greatly reduced in power, and I believe that this could very well fulfill a first Judgment of Babylon The Great Whore in Scripture as being the USA. 

The Third Seal, the Black Horseman, I believe includes economic and famine conditions worldwide as a result of this horrific war. 

The Fourth Seal, the Pale Horseman, I believe is partially an outbreak of disease and or biological warfare, and includes a continuation of various military battles in the world, and other distresses upon mankind, perhaps some directly or indirectly also as the result of global warfare. 

After the Fourth Seal, at the conclusion of this global conflict, I believe will arise the anti-Messiah/(Christ) and a false peace on the earth, and many will be deceived into thinking they've just been through Armageddon and will think they are in the Reign of peace of Messiah on the earth - but they will be wrong - and so that will be a set up for the martyrdom of the "Saints": True-Christians, Messianics, and Jews under the Fifth Seal - perhaps the reason with their being blamed for the horrific war and times the world just went through. There has been several things written on these events by many, so I won't take the time here to re-write what has already been written about them - I'm mainly concerned in this article with the time frame of where we are at right now - which I believe to be between the First and Second Seal - and at the very door of the Second. 

One interesting thing you may want to study for yourself: If you take the Prophecies of Yeshua/Jesus Messiah in Matt. 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 together, and then align them with the order of the Seal Judgments in Revelation -(Revelation historically believed to have been written by Yochanan/John the Talmid/Disciple.) - I believe you will see that they align perfectly. At first glance you might think that Luke isn't completely following the order of Matthew and Mark, but when you read Luke 21:12 you'll then notice that he puts it back in perfect order with Mattityahu/Matthew and Mark - Note the order of what Yeshua says will occur in relationship with the Seals in Revelation - you'll get a better sense if you look these up for yourself and see what I mean: 

1.) WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS: The time period of: The beginning of sorrows/birth-pangs - (Especially from the 1990 Gulf War to 9/2000 in Israel and we have seen much of this.) - And then this taken together with: ...there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. - We note also have GREATLY increasing the last few years too. 

2.) NATION AGAINST NATION: The First Seal - ...he went forth conquering, and to conquer. -- As we see today as: first against one nation, then another, then.... 

3.) KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM: The Second Seal - ...to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword. - Speaks to me more of a global warfare in nature - "the earth" - verses just nation against nation. 

4.) FAMINE: The Third Seal - ...A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 

5.) PESTILENCES: The Fourth Seal - ... and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. -- Various things here are killing mankind, not just war. 

*[NOTE: THE ABOVE ALL ENDS WITH YESHUA'S WORDS: "All these are the beginning of sorrows." -- I believe showing again that the first Four Seals, which are distinct as horsemen, are set apart as by a comma, so to speak, with this statement by Yeshua in separating those events from the following events beginning with the Fifth Seal which then begins the 70th week of the Book of Daniel the prophet - start of the Tribulation proper....] 

6.) PUT TO DEATH: MARK 13: Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. - The Fifth Seal - ...I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held... 

7.) (SIGNS VARIOUS): MATT. 21: Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. - The Sixth Seal - ...lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

Then one might ask: Why does Yeshua's correlation end with the Sixth Seal and not the Seventh Seal? - I believe because of the specific questions of the Talmidim/Disciples to Him - Yeshua told them then the signs they would (we would!) need to watch out for - as by the Seventh Seal - there was nothing more for the Believers to watch for, because they'd not be there - either due to martyrdom or Rapture! - Does this conclude then that the "late mid" Rapture scenario is correct? - You decide - It does reinforce it for me though! 

There you have it, only a brief outline, but that's all the time I have at the moment to get into this. I hope I've shared enough that you can see what I believe YHVH has showed me on this matter, or if not, at least enough to study the matter for yourself. And again, only YHVH perfectly knows what is going on and what is to happen, take all this prayerfully with a grain of discernment - but I have showed you what I believe He has shown me. 

~~~ 

Since the Seal has been broken the Watchman has not ceased to cry out from the Doorpost of the Tabernacle: Come in quickly children of your Heavenly Father YHVH, turn and run quickly into the Camp ahead of the storm. - For when the next Seal is fully opened the staff of man will be broken and the door of free-will repentance will be shut. - To those who heard My Call and even just turned to Me in their heart at the Sound of My Voice - for them I will meet them where they are at and there I will draw them unto Me; but to those who did not heed nor turn when I called nor even inclined in their heart unto Me - for them I will meet them where they are at - and there I will Judge them!
-~-

FREE: 3 & ½ HOUR AUDIO COURSE ON: SURVIVAL PREP. (And this is based on a Biblical perspective) See Information below…
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The following is a link to a free Survival Prep. Course: Survival Prep. A Biblical View - For anyone who hasn't heard it, and might be interested: Here is a URL to a 3 & 1/2 hour audio file I did about a couple years ago, called: "Survival Prep. A Biblical View". It covers all aspects of survival preparation and gives Biblical applications too. [NOTE: However the web-site in my profile there I've taken down....] - Feel free to share, copy, or give this URL out as you feel led [NOTE: If you're going to download it though, use hi-speed connection, as it is a 93 meg. file; but you can still listen on-line here; if the link doesn’t take you directly there, cut and paste it into your browser manually.]... - http://www.archive.org/details/Survival-prep.ABiblicalView - A Biblical view on End-Time Survival Preparation. Looking at it from a Scriptural basis. Covering all aspects of Survivalism Preparation and emergency planning.
-~-
Preparing For The Underground Church. -&- The Gospel , The 1st Amendment , And The FEMA Camps.
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NOTE: Following is a two part study. Part I is: "Preparing for the underground church", by Richard Wurmbrand; and Part II is: "The Gospel, the 1st Amendment, & the FEMA Camps", which I believe to be related and timely considering how prophetic events in the world are rapidly unfolding, so I combined them both here in this one FB note... 

 

PART I: Preparing For The Underground Church.

 

By: Pastor Richard Wurmbrand - http://theagetocome.wordpress.com/2008/02/10/preparing-for-the-underground-church/ 
 
Sobering. Try to read it all if you have time….
 

Christian pastors must learn what an underground church looks like and what it does. I spoke with a bishop in Britain for an hour or so about underground church work. Finally, he said, “Excuse me, but you speak of my hobby; I am very interested in church architecture. Would you please tell me if the underground churches use Gothic styles in the building of churches?”

The Underground Church is comparatively unknown. We have it right next door, but we are not ready to join it and we are not trained for it. Every Christian pastor must know this because we might pass through tragic circumstances. Even if we do not pass through these tragic circumstances we have a duty to help and to instruct those who do pass through them.

In Muslim nations, in Red China and so on, many believers have become victims. Many have gone into prisons and many have died in prison. We cannot be proud of this. The better thing would have been to be well instructed on how to do underground work and not to be captured. I admire those who know how to work so well that they are not caught. We have to know the underground work.

 

PREPARING FOR SUFFERING

 

Suffering cannot be avoided in the Underground Church, whatever measures are taken, but suffering should be reduced to the minimum.

What happens in a country when oppressive powers take over? In some countries the terror starts at once, as in Mozambique and Cambodia. In other places religious liberty follows as never before. And so it begins. Some regimes come to power without having real power. They do not have the people on their side. They have not necessarily organized their police and their staff of the army yet.

In Russia, the Communists gave immediately great liberty to the Protestants in order to destroy the Orthodox. When they had destroyed the Orthodox, the turn came for the Protestants. The initial situation does not last long. During that time they infiltrate the churches, putting their men in leadership. They find out the weaknesses of pastors. Some might be ambitious men; some might be entrapped with the love of money. Another might have a hidden sin somewhere, wherewith he may be blackmailed. They explain that they would make it known and thus put their men in leadership. Then, at a certain moment the great persecution begins. In Romania such a clamp-down happened in one day. All the Catholic bishops went to prison, along with innumerable priests, monks and nuns. Then many Protestant pastors of all denominations were arrested. Many died in prison.

“Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he has done to Thy saints at Jerusalem: But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way; for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will show him how great things he must suffer for My name’s sake “-(Acts 9:13, 15 and 16).

Jesus, our Lord, told Ananias: “Meet Saul of Tarsus. He will be My underground pastor, My underground worker.” That is what St. Paul was – a pastor of an Underground Church. Jesus started a crash course for this underground pastor. He started it with the words, “I will show (him) how great things he must suffer…”

Preparation for underground work begins by studying sufferology, martyrology. Later, we will look at the technical side of underground work, but first of all there must be a certain spiritual preparation for it.

In a free country, to be a member of a church, it is enough to believe and to be baptized. In the Church underground it is not enough to be a member in it. You can be baptized and you can believe, but you will not be a member of the Underground Church unless you know how to suffer.

You might have the mightiest faith in the world, but if you are not prepared to suffer, then when you are taken by the police, you will get two slaps and you will declare anything. So the preparation for suffering is one of the essentials of the preparation of underground work.

A Christian does not panic if he is put in prison. For the rank and file believer, prison is a new place to witness for Christ. For a pastor, prison is a new parish. It is a parish with no great income but with great opportunities for work. I speak a little of this in my book, With God In Solitary Confinement.

In other books I mention Morse code, which is also part of the training for the Underground Church. You know what this is – a code by which messages are conveyed. Through this code you can preach the Gospel to those who are to your right and left.

Free parishioners look at their watch; “Already he has preached for thirty minutes. Will he never finish?” When arrested, watches are taken away from you; you have the parishioners with you the whole week and can preach to them from morning to night! They have no choice. There have never been, in the history of the Romanian or the Russian Church, so many conversions brought about as there have been in prison. So do not fear prison. Look upon it as just a new assignment given by God.

Men can accept this. But what about the terrible tortures which are inflicted on prisoners? What will we do about these tortures? Will we be able to bear them? If I do not bear them, I put in prison another fifty or sixty men whom I know because that is what the oppressors wish from me, to betray those around me. Hence comes the great need for preparation for suffering, which must start now. It is too difficult to prepare yourself for it when you are already in prison.

 

TRUTH ABOUT THE TRUTH

 

How much each one of us can suffer depends on how much he is bound up with a cause, how dear this cause is to him, and how much it means for him.

In this respect we have had in Communist countries very big surprises. There have been gifted preachers and writers of Christian books who have become traitors. The composer of the best hymnal of Romania became the composer of the best communist hymnal of Romania. Everything depends on whether we have remained in the sphere of words or if we are merged with the divine realities.

God is the Truth. The Bible is the truth about the Truth. Theology is the truth about the truth about the Truth. A good sermon is the truth about the truth about the truth, about the Truth It is not the Truth. The Truth is God alone. Around this Truth there is a scaffolding of words, of theologies, and of exposition. None of these is of any help in times of suffering. It is only the Truth Himself Who is of help, and we have to penetrate through sermons, through theological books, through everything which is ‘words’ and be bound up with the reality of God Himself.

I have told in the West how Christians were tied to crosses for four days and four nights. The crosses were put on the floor and other prisoners were tortured and made to fulfill their bodily necessities upon the faces and the bodies of the crucified ones. I have since been asked: “Which Bible verse helped and strengthened you in those circumstances?” My answer is: “NO Bible verse was of any help.” It is sheer cant and religious hypocrisy to say, “This Bible verse strengthens me, or that Bible verse helps me.” Bible verses alone are not meant to help.

We knew Psalm 23 – “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want… though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death….” When you pass through suffering you realize that it was never meant by God that Psalm 23 should strengthen you. It is the Lord who can strengthen you, not the Psalm which speaks of Him so doing. It is not enough to have the Psalm. You must have the One about whom the Psalm speaks. We also knew the verse: “My Grace is sufficient for thee.” But the verse is not sufficient. It is the Grace which is sufficient and not the verse.

Pastors and zealous witnesses who are handling the Word as a calling from God are in danger of giving holy words more value than they really have. Holy words are only the means to arrive at the reality expressed by them. If you are united with the Reality, the Lord Almighty, evil loses its power over you; it cannot break the Lord Almighty. If you only have the words of the Lord Almighty you can be very easily broken.

 

SPIRITUAL EXERCISES

 

The preparation for underground work is deep spiritualization. As we peel an onion in preparation for its use, so God must “peel” from us what are mere words, sensations of our enjoyments in religion, in order to arrive at the reality of our faith. Jesus has told us “that whosoever will follow” Him will have to “take up their cross,” and He, Himself, showed how heavy this cross can be. We have to be prepared for this.

We have to make the preparation now before we are imprisoned. In prison you lose everything. You are undressed and given a prisoner’s suit. No more nice furniture, nice carpets or nice curtains. You do not have a wife or husband any more and you do not have your children. You do not have your library and you never see a flower. Nothing of what makes life pleasant remains. Nobody resists who has not renounced the pleasures of life beforehand.

I personally use an exercise. I live in the United States of America. Can you imagine what an American supermarket looks like? You find there many delicious things. I look at everything and say to myself, “I can go without this thing and that thing; this thing is very nice, but I can go without: this third thing I can go without, too.” I visited the whole supermarket and did not spend one dollar. I had the joy of seeing many beautiful things and the second joy to know that I can go without.

 

DOUBT MAKES TRAITORS

 

I am Jewish. In Hebrew, the language which Jesus Himself spoke and in which the first revelation has been given, the word “doubt” does not exist. To doubt is as wrong for a man as it would be for him to walk on four legs – he is not meant to walk on four legs. A man walks erect; he is not a beast. To doubt is subhuman.

To every one of us doubts come, but do not allow doubts about essential doctrines of the Bible such as the existence of God, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, or the existence of eternal life to make a nest in your mind. Every theological or philosophical doubt makes you a potential traitor. You can allow yourself doubts while you have a nice study and you prepare sermons, and you eat well – or you write a book. Then you can allow yourself all kinds of daring ideas and doubts. When you are tortured these doubts are changed into treason because you have to decide to live or die for this faith.

One of the most important things about the spiritual preparation of an underground worker is the solution of his doubts. In mathematics, if you do not find the solution you may have made a mistake somewhere, so you continue until you find out. Don’t live with doubts, but seek their solution.

 

TEST OF TORTURE

 

Now to come to the very moment of torture. Torture is sometimes very painful. Sometimes it is a simple beating. We have all been spanked as children and beating is just another spanking. A simple beating is very easy to take. Jesus has said we should come to Him like children, which is rather like candidates for spanking!

However, with us, Communists did not stop at beatings – they used very refined tortures. Now torture, you must know, can work both ways. It can harden you and strengthen your decision not to tell the police anything. There are thieves who resist any torture and would not betray those with whom they have co-operated in theft. The more you beat them the more obstinate they become. Or, torture can just break your will.

Now I will tell you of one very interesting case which was published by the Czech Communist Press. Novotny, who was the predecessor of Dubcek and who was a Communist dictator, had arrested one of his intimate comrades, a Communist leader, a convinced atheist, and a member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. (Not only Christians, Jews or patriots were in prison. One Communist arrested another and tortured him just as they would do anybody else.) They arrested this Communist leader and put him in a prison cell alone. Electromagnetic rays, which disturb the mind, passed through this cell. A loudspeaker repeated day and night: “Is your name Joseph or not Joseph?” (His name was not Joseph.)

They tried to drive him mad. Day and night. He felt that he would lose his mind. At a certain moment, he got an illumination. “I have now met unmitigated evil. If Communists torture a Christian, it is not absolutely evil because Communists believe that they will construct an earthly paradise. Christians hinder them, so it is right to torture Christians. But when a Communist tortures a Communist, it is torture for torture’s sake. There is absolutely no justification for it. But wait a little bit. Every coin has two sides, every electric cable has two poles. If there is an unmitigated evil, against whom does this unmitigated evil fight? There must be an unmitigated good. This is God, and against Him they fight.”

When he was called to the interrogator, he entered smiling into the room and told him that he could switch off the loudspeaker now because it had attained its result. “I have become a Christian.” The officer asked him, “How did it happen?” He told him the whole story. The officer said, “Wait a little bit.” He called a few of his comrades and said, “Please repeat the stop before my comrades.” He repeated the story, and the captain told the other police officer, “I told you that this method will not work. You have overdone it.”

The Devil is not all mighty and all wise like God. He makes mistakes. Evil torture is an excess which can be used very well spiritually.

 

MOMENT OF CRISIS

 

Torture has a moment of explosion, and the torturer waits for this critical moment. Learn how to conquer doubt and to think thoroughly. There is always one moment of crisis when you are ready to write or pronounce the name of your accomplice in the underground work, or to say where the secret printing shop is, or something of that kind. You have been tortured so much nothing counts any more; the fact that I should not have pain also does not count. Draw this last conclusion at the stage at which you have arrived and you will see that you will overcome this one moment of crisis; it gives you an intense inner joy. You feel that Christ has been with you in that decisive moment. Jailers today are now trained and refined, aware that there is a moment of crisis. If they cannot get anything from you in that moment, then they abandon torturing: they know its continuation to be useless.

There are a few more points in connection with torture. It is very important to understand what Jesus said: “Take no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take thought for itself.” I have had fourteen years of prison. Brother Hrapov had twenty six, Wong MingDao had twenty-eight. It seems impossible to bear long years of prison. You are not asked to bear it all at once. Do not bear even one day at a time – bear an hour at a time. One hour of pain everybody can bear. We have had a terrible toothache, a car accident – passing, perhaps, through untold anguish. You are not meant to bear pain more than this one present minute.

What amplifies pain is the memory that I have been beaten and tortured so many times and that tomorrow they will take me again, and the day after tomorrow. Tomorrow, I might not be alive – or they might not be alive. Tomorrow, there can be an overthrow, as in Romania. Yesterday beating has passed: tomorrow’s torture has not come yet.

 

LOVE SUPREME

 

The Bible teaches some words very hard to take: “Whosoever does not hate father, mother, child, brother, sister – cannot be My disciple.” These words mean almost nothing in a free country.

You probably know from The Voice of the Martyrs literature that thousands of children had been taken away from their parents in the former Soviet Union because they were taught about Christ. You must love Christ more than your family. There you are before a court and the judge tells you that if you deny Christ you may keep your children. If not, this will be the last time you will see them. Your heart may break, but your answer should be, “I love God.”

Nadia Sloboda left her house for four years of prison. Her children were taken from her, but she left her house singing. The children, for whom the police waited with a truck to take them as she left, told their singing mother, “Don’t worry about us. Wherever they put us, we will not give up our faith.” They did not.

When Jesus was on the cross He not only suffered physically; He had His mother in front of Him, suffering. His mother had the Son suffering. They loved each other, but the glory of God was at stake and here any human sentiment must be secondary. Only if we take this attitude once and for all can we prepare for underground work.

Only Christ, the Great Sufferer, the Man of Sorrows, must live in us. There have been cases in Communist countries when Communist torturers threw away their rubber truncheons with which they beat a Christian and asked, “What is this halo which you have around your head? How is it that your face shines? I cannot beat you anymore.” It is said of Stephen in the Bible, that “his face shone.” We have known cases of Communist torturers who told the prisoner, “Shout loudly, cry loudly as if I would beat you so that my comrades will know that I torture you. But I cannot beat you.” Thus, you would shout without anything happening to you.

There are other cases when prisoners really are tortured, sometimes to death. You have to choose between dying with Christ and for Christ or becoming a traitor. What is the worth of continuing to live when you will be ashamed to look into the mirror, knowing that the mirror will show you the face of a traitor?

 

LEARN TO BE SILENT

 

In the Underground Church, silence is one of the first rules. Every superfluous word you speak can put somebody in prison. A friend of mine, a great Christian composer, went to prison because Christians had the habit of saying, “How beautiful is this song composed by Brother _____.” They praised him, and for this he got fifteen years of prison. Sing the song, but do not mention the name of the one who has written it.

You cannot learn to be silent the very moment the country is taken over. You have to learn to be silent from the moment of your conversion.

The secretary to Solzhenitsyn was put under such pressure by the Communists (and she had been denounced by Solzhenitsyn’s wife) that she finished by hanging herself. If Solzhenitsyn had kept silent, this would not have happened.

Another question which is very important: I thank God for the years which I passed in Solitary confinement. I was, for three years, thirty feet beneath the earth. I never heard a word. I never spoke a word. There were no books. The outward voices ceased. The guards had felt soled shoes; you did not hear their approach. Then, with time, the inner voices ceased.

We were drugged, we were beaten. I forgot my whole theology. I forgot the whole Bible. One day I observed that I had forgotten the “Our Father.” I could not say it any more. I knew that it began with “Our Father…,” but I did not know the continuation. I just kept happy and said, “Our Father, I have forgotten the prayer, but you surely know it by heart. You hear it so many thousand times a day, so you assign an angel to say it for me, and I will just keep quiet.” For a time my prayers were, “Jesus, I love You.” And then after a little time again, “Jesus, I love You. Jesus, I love You.” Then it became too difficult even to say this because we were doped with drugs which would destroy our minds. We were very hungry. We had one slice of bread a week. There were the beatings, and the tortures, and the lack of light, and other things. It became impossible to concentrate my mind to even say so much as, “Jesus, I love You.” I abandoned it because I knew that it was necessary. The highest form of prayer which I know is the quiet beating of a heart which loves Him. Jesus should just hear “tick-a-tock, tick-a-tock”, and He would know that every heartbeat is for Him.

When I came out from solitary confinement and was with other prisoners and heard them speaking, I wondered why they spoke! So much of our speech is useless. Today men become acquainted with each other and one will say, “How do you do?” and the other answers, “How do you do?” What is the use of this? Then one will say, “Don’t you think that the weather is fine?” and the other thinks, and says, “Yes, I think it is fine.” Why do we have to speak on whether the weather is fine? We do not take earnestly the word of Jesus Who says that men will be judged not for every bad word, but for every useless one. So it is written in the Bible.

Useless talking in some countries means prison and death for your brother. A word of praise about your brother, if it is not necessary, may mean catastrophe. For example, somebody comes to visit you and you say, “Oh! I’m sorry you were not here before – brother W. has just left.” The visitor could be an informer of the secret police. Now she will know that bro-ther W. is in town! Keep your mouth shut. Learn to do it now.

 

PERMISSIBLE STRATAGEMS

 

You cannot do underground work without using stratagems. I know of one case which happened in Russia. The Communists suspected that the Christians were gathering somewhere and they surveyed a street. They knew that the meeting must be there somewhere. They saw a young boy going toward the house where they supposed the meeting would be. They stopped the boy and the police asked him, “Where are you going?” With a sad face, he said, “My oldest brother died, and now we gather the whole family to read his testament.” The police officer was so impressed that he patted the boy and said, “Just go.” The boy had not told a lie.

We are not obliged to tell an atheist tyrant the truth. We are not obliged to tell him what we are doing. It is indecent for his side to put questions to me, an impertinence.

 

RESISTING BRAINWASHING

 

One of the greatest methods is not only physical torture; it is brainwashing. We have to know how to resist brainwashing. Brainwashing exists in the free world, too. The press, radio and television brainwash us. There exists no motive in the world to drink Coca-Cola. You drink it because you are brainwashed. Water is surely better than Coca-Cola. But nobody advertises, “Drink water, drink water.” if water were advertised, we would drink water. Some have driven this technique of brainwashing to its extreme. The methods vary, but brainwashing in my Romanian prison consisted essentially of this: we had to sit seventeen hours on a form which gave no possibility to lean, and you were not allowed to close your eyes. For seventeen hours a day we had to hear, “Communism is good, Communism is good, Communism is good, etc.; Christianity is dead, Christianity is dead, Christianity is dead, etc.; Give up, give up, etc.” You were bored after one minute of this but you had to hear it the whole seventeen hours for weeks, months, years even, without any interruption.

I can assure you, it is not easy. It is one of the worst tortures. Much worse than physical torture. But Christ has foreseen all things because with Him there is no time. Future, past, present are one and the same: He knows all things from the beginning. Communists invented brainwashing too late! Christ had already invented the opposite to brainwashing – heart washing. He has said: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”

Stephen, the first martyr for Christ, had around him hundreds with big stones in their hands to throw at him. He said: “I see.” And the wife of Stephen probably thought he saw the danger he was in and would run away. But he said: “I see JESUS standing at the right hand of God.” Perhaps she said (it is not recorded), “Don’t you see all the mob around you ready to throw stones at you?” “Oh yes! I see some little ants there below not worth mentioning. I look to JESUS.” He did not look to those who wished to kill him. Blessed are the pure in heart.

I had passed through brainwashing for over two years. Now the Communists would have said that my brain was still dirty. In the same rhythm in which they said, “Christianity is dead,” I and others repeated to ourselves: “Christ also has been dead, Christ also has been dead.” But we knew He rose from the dead. We remembered that we lived in the communion of saints.

 

OVERCOMING SOLITUDE

 

One of the greatest problems for an underground fighter is to know how to fill up his solitude. We had absolutely no books. Not only no Bible, but no books, no scrap of paper, and no pencil. We never heard a noise, and there was absolutely nothing to distract our attention. You looked at the walls, that was all. Now normally a mind under such circumstances becomes mad.

I can tell you from my own experience how I avoided becoming mad, but this again has to be prepared by a life of spiritual exercise beforehand. How much can you be alone without the Bible? How much can you bear to be with yourself without switching on the radio, or a record player, etc.?

I, and many other prisoners, did it like this. We never slept during the night. We slept during the day. The whole night we were awake. You know that a Psalm says, “…bless you the Lord,… which by night stand in the house of the Lord.” One prayer at night is worth ten prayers during the day.

All great sins and crimes are committed during the night. The great robberies, drunkenness, reveling, adultery – this whole life of sin is a night life. During the day everyone has to work in a factory, college, or somewhere. The demonic forces are forces of the night, and therefore, it is so important to oppose them during the night.

In solitary confinement we awoke when the other prisoners went to bed. We filled our time with a program which was so heavy, we could not fulfill it. We started with a prayer, a prayer in which we traveled through the whole world. We prayed for each country, for where we knew the names of towns and men, and we prayed for great preachers. It took a good hour or two to come back. We prayed for pilots, and for those on the sea, and for those who were in prisons.

After having traveled through the whole world, I read the Bible from memory. To memorize the Bible is very important for an underground worker.

 

THE JOY OF THE LORD

 

Just to make us laugh also a little bit, I will tell you one thing which happened. Once while I lay on the few planks which were my bed, I read from memory the Sermon on the Mount, according to Luke. I arrived at the part where it is said, “When you are persecuted… for the Son of man’s sake, rejoice you, in that day and leap for joy….” You will remember that it is written like this. I said, “How could I commit such a sin of neglect? Christ has said that we have to do two different things. One to rejoice, I have done. The second, to ‘leap for joy,’ I have not done.” So I jumped. I came down from my bed and I began to jump around.

In prison, the door of a cell has a peep hole through which the warden looks into the cell. He happened to look in while I jumped around. So he believed that I had become mad. They had an order to behave very well with madmen so that their shouting and banging on the wall should not disturb the order of the prison. The guard immediately entered, quieted me down and said, “You will be released; you can see everything will be all right. Just remain quiet. I will bring you something.” He brought me a big loaf of bread. Our portion was one slice of bread a week, and now I had a whole loaf, plus cheese. It was white. Never just eat cheese; first of all admire its whiteness. It is beautiful to look upon. He brought me also sugar. He spoke a few nice words again and locked the door and left.

I said, “I will eat these things after having finished my chapter from St. Luke.” I lay down again and tried to remember where I had left off. “Yes, at ‘when you are persecuted for My Name’s sake, rejoice… and leap for joy because great is your reward.” I looked at the loaf of bread and the cheese. Really, the reward was great!

So the next task is to think of the Bible and to meditate upon it. Every night, I composed a sermon beginning with “Dear brethren, and sisters” and finishing with “Amen.” After I composed it, I delivered it. I put them afterwards in very short rhymes so that I could remember them. My books, With God In Solitary Confinement and If Prison Walls Could Speak, contain some of these sermons. I have memorized three hundred and fifty of them.

Out of bread I made chessmen, some of them whitened with a little bit of chalk and the others gray. I played chess with myself. Never believe that Bob Fisher is the greatest chess master of the world. He won the last match with Spassky. He won eight games and lost two. I, in three years, never lost a game; I always won either with white or gray!

Never allow your mind to become distressed because then the Communists have you entirely in their hands. Your mind must be continually exercised. It must be alert, it must think. It must, everyone according to his abilities, compose different things, etc.

I have told you all these things because they belong to the secrets of the underground worker when he suffers. May God bless you.

 

Richard Wurmbrand

 

~

 

PART II: The Gospel, the 1st Amendment, & the FEMA Camps.

 

I believe that it is obvious that the recent turn of events has caused us to enter into a new arena of SPIRITUAL warfare. Now first: Don't let ANYTHING quench the Spirit, including this warning - but by all means put down the flesh!...As therein lies much of the reason for the severity of what we will be facing. Now by flesh I'm not only referring to the outer physical actions of mankind as they relate to the Torah, God's Commands. - I'm referring to something even more grave to us as Believers - because if the following is neglected, it not only adversely affects that, but also ones entire walk, and it will adversely affect the entire Body of Messiah in general as well....

 

We were told to Worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth! We were told to walk in the Spirit, and not the flesh! BUT many have refused to do that, opting instead to substitute a mental assent to God's Word as a substitute for being Spiritually-minded. The Mind of the Spirit encompasses the mind of the flesh, but the mind of the flesh can NOT encompass the Mind of the Spirit...it is IMPOSSIBLE! While the act of 'trying' though may give one a 'spiritual' feeling - yet that is about as vain as standing and staring at a door and picturing yourself inside. Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned. For too long a large portion of the Body of Messiah has been running from one man's word's to another, one formula to another, and are NOT simply sitting at the Feet of Yeshua/Jesus Messiah and learning of Him as did Myriam/Mary. They are NOT getting to know YHVH's Still Small Voice, as did Elijah the prophet; instead of their just relying on another to tell them about God. For many there are who know all about God, from mental pursuits of the writings of men, some of them even using the Word of God as a blueprint for their own ideas - but - they don't KNOW Him! Sha'ul/Paul knew all about the written Word of God before he KNEW Him! And so it is today.  There are some who are tares/goats in the pulpits today, and some who are sheep who have been so long out of close fellowship, they've forgotten the Sound of Yeshua Messiah's Voice. And it takes Discernment to tell what's going on. But...there are all to many who are walking in false 'gifts of the spirit' and driving people away from the REAL; or else there are many who don't walk in the Gifts of the Holy Spirit at all, and some of them even dare to belittle The Gifts of The Holy Spirit - such as these are teaching in our pulpits in Laodicea-America today. And this is not just in the Gentile-Churches, but in the Messianic Movement as well! You doubt that? Well... just look at the vast deception of the Lakeland heresy, and the many Pastors and Leaders who repented of their endorsement AFTER THE FACT. But: Why is it always 'after the fact'! We are told to be discerning - which is BEFORE the fact!

 

Friends, it is imperative in this late hour, that you seek YAH for the Gifts of the Holy Spirit - especially the Gift of Discernment! No longer rely on men to tell you what to do. Yes, there is still 'some' good teaching from men who are being led in their words by the Living Word of God; but there is a much greater amount of falsehood as we enter more and more into these dark days of the End-Times.

 

Don't be a respecter of men. Don't let another take your crown! Listen for the Voice of your Beloved, and let us NOT hear the voice of another! Brethren, the Apostle wrote in 1John: But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. - He didn't write this to just Pastors, Teachers and Prophets, he wrote it to the Body of Messiah in general. All of you, from the least to the greatest in Yeshua Messiah, should and can hear directly from YAH now. In fact we just aren't exhorted to do so in Scripture, but commanded to do so. It isn't a luxury, nor something reserved for the few behind a pulpit - it is for all Believers now!

 

Why will this be so important? Well for just one reason...times are coming that if you don't walk in Discernment, you just might find yourself, (very well perhaps contrary to God's Perfect Will for you), witnessing in a FEMA camp! What?! Well...to most of you I don't think I need to elaborate on that. Sure sure, there might be 'some' of you that are supposed to do just that. But Proverbs 15:23b says: ...and a word spoken in due season, how good is it! - (But a word spoken out of season isn't). And in Proverbs 25:11 it says: A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. - (But a word not fitly so is as rotten fruit). So how will you know if you are saying the right thing, at the right time, to the right person, if you don't walk in and haven't even sought (some of you) the Gift of Discernment, and/or you are unable to hear YHVH speaking clearly to you at all! And instead many are just speaking formulas and words you've been taught by men, or are speaking the Word of God out of season not led by the Holy Spirit, only saying what seems right to YOUR understanding at the time - folks...that won't work! Scripture in Mark 13:11 tells us: But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. - It is IMPERATIVE that we walk into this upcoming Spiritual battle with all our Spiritual armor on; and not try and battle it in the flesh. It was so wearing to see the dozens upon dozens of posts about this election that approached the matter only from the understanding and reasonings of men, even well-meaning men, yet who gave only mental secular arguments. With far fewer of the posts that even mentioned anything Spiritual at all!  But I pray you'd take this following warning statement seriously to YAH in prayer: Take heed that you pray for a guard on your tongue on what when and where to speak in the days ahead!!!

 

The eternal souls of mankind are at stake. They don't need to hear, (and I sure don't want to hear either), when times get perilous: What would rabbi Rashi say? They need to hear the Gospel/Good-News of God's Holy Word - and they need it now! Many people that you may be witnessing to today and from now on, the way things are now obviously going, this may very well be their last chance to repent and enter Eternal Life. Don't mask the Gospel with the meaningless drivel of the words of men.

 

Division is coming! - God did not call us to 'unification'; but to The Unity in The Spirit, The Faith, The Word. Yet we can already see the NWO will at first try and build a false-religious and political zeal of unification while promising 'change' - but the only unity they have is in their hand is evil, and the only change will be their complete destruction in Judgment. - Yet: YHVH separates the tares from the Wheat, and the Wheat from the chaff. Yeshua/Jesus in Matthew 10:34-36 tells us: Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. - There are also many many verses that tell us to come apart and be separate, not just from the world, but from unsound doctrine, and falsehood, and from Babylon.... And I'm grieved to say, but from what I've seen developing: I can sure see how some who "think" they are Believers will turn in True-Believers while thinking they are doing God a service by doing so! Scripture tells us that will happen. For just one example: Just look at all the "Believers" that thought Obama was sent from God and voted for him!!! The great deception is upon us folks! 

 

 

But, to come willingly now to YAH, as a free will offering, will result in a double blessing. Instead of one having to come as a mule with a bit in it's mouth being drug into the barn ahead of the storm of Judgment. You can enter now into an eternal-work in and through YHVH that will abide forever...we will not pass this way again; or you can shut your ears and eyes and continue heaping up for yourself wood hay and stubble.

 

Come and walk with The Davar Elohim, The Word of God, Who walked with Adam and Eve in the Garden, and Who now walks in the garden of the hearts of those who know Him...Yeshua/Jesus Messiah. Only come....

 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. - Revelation 22:17.

 

 
The last echo of the final warning blast of the shofarim have fallen  silent on the land...
UNDERGROUND  -OR- ALIYAH
I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work... - John  9:4
-~-
NOTE: The following six notes/studies were written by others, they are very well done….

~
THE VALIDITY AND VALUE OF WOMAN'S HEADCOVERING
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Here is an article I ran across some years back. For those of you who've wanted to see a detailed study on Biblical women's headcoverings, this article is in depth and very done....
THE VALIDITY AND VALUE OF WOMAN'S HEADCOVERING 
By Dr. Daniel Botkin- http://www.thesimpletruth.net/booklet/headcovering.html

 

I CORINTHIANS 11:2-16

"Now I am praising you because [as you say] you have kept me in your remembrance in all things and at present still do have me in your thinking, even as also you are holding fast to those things which were delivered to me to be handed down to you, which I also delivered to you to be passed on to succeeding generations. Moreover, I desire you to know that the head of every man is the Christ, and the woman's head is the man, and the head of the Christ is God the Father. Every man while praying or prophesying [giving out the word of God in the public assembly, which word he received by divine revelation] having a shawl hanging down over his head dishonors his head. But every woman while praying or prophesying with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for this would be one and the same thing as if she had her head shaved. For, assuming that a woman is uncovered, let her also cut her hair close. But since it is dishonorable for a woman to be shaven or have her hair cropped close, let her put a shawl down over her head. For, indeed, a male individual is morally obligated not to cover his head in that manner since he is so constituted as to be the derived image and glory of God. But the woman is the glory of a man. For a man is not out of a woman as a source, but a woman out of a man. Assuredly, a man was not created for the sake of the woman, but a woman for the sake of the man. On this account the woman is under moral obligation to be having a sign of [the man's] authority [over her] on her head because of the angels. 
Nevertheless, neither is a woman [complete] apart from a man, nor a man [complete] apart from a woman in God, for even as the woman came out of the man as a source, thus also does the man owe his existence to the intermediate agency of the woman. But all things are out of God as a source. Come to a decision among yourselves. Is it seemly or fitting for a woman to be engaged in prayer to God not wearing the shawl hanging down over her head? Does not the innate sense of propriety itself based upon the Objective difference in the constitution of things [the difference between the male and the female] teach you that if indeed a man allows his hair to grow long, it is a disgrace to him, but if a woman allows her hair to grow long, it is her glory? Because her head of hair has been given to her for a permanent covering [answering in character to but not a substitute for the shawl]. If, as is the case, anyone presumes to be cantankerous [about the moral obligation of a woman to wear a head covering when engaged in public prayer in the assembly], as for us, we do not have such a custom [namely, that of a woman praying with uncovered head], neither do the assemblies of God."1
INTRODUCTION
D. L. Moody once mentioned an old minister who said that "the cries of neglected texts were always sounding in his ears, asking why he did not show how important they were."2 For a number of years, this text concerning the woman's headcovering has been sounding in my ears, asking why I do not show how important it is.

I realize that most Bible-believers consider headcovering one of the least important commandments, and perhaps they are right. There are certainly many things that are more vital to our faith than headcoverings. However, the subject requires attention because it is a practice that is ignored by all but a small minority of women. Merle Ruth, a Mennonite writing about the subject, points out that "a practice, once it becomes neglected, ought to receive more attention than it otherwise would, and this is obviously a neglected practice."3 It is for this very reason that we should closely examine what the Bible actually teaches about this neglected, forgotten custom.

The prophet Jeremiah was commanded "to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant" (Jer.1:10).I do not want to tear down people who hold erroneous views about the headcovering. However, as a teacher whom God has set in the Body, it is my duty to root out, to pull down, to destroy, and to throw down the erroneous view, themselves, because erroneous views rob God's people of potential blessings. In New Testament terminology, this is called "casting down imaginations" or "destroying speculations." (2 Cor.10:5 KJV/NASB).

In the first part of this paper, I must "cast down" by exposing the inadequacies of some opinions believers typically have about the woman's headcovering. This must be done to establish the validity of the practice for believers today. Then I want "to build and to plant" by presenting a sound, Biblical understanding of the subject to establish the value of the practice. It is my prayer that both the validity and the value of the headcovering will be planted in the hearts and minds of readers, and thereby build up the Body of Messiah.

PART I:
 
VALIDITY OF THE HEADCOVERING
SOME TYPICAL RESPONSES 
Whenever the issue of the woman's headcovering is brought up, people often dismiss the practice in one of several ways. There are some who simply ignore the subject because, they say, there are different ways to interpret the passage. Others avoid further discussion by saying that the headcovering Paul refers to is just the hair itself, and not a scarf or shawl worn over the hair. Many others insist that these instructions about headcovering applied only to the congregation in Corinth, and that the reasons for the headcovering were due to some local, cultural customs of the First Century that are irrelevant to Twentieth Century believers. Some people dismiss the subject by saying that God is concerned with what is in the heart, and the headcovering is merely an unimportant outward symbol. Finally, there are some women who do not wear a headcovering simply because no other women in their congregation do it, and they fear they might project a "holier-than-thou" image by wearing a headcovering in a bareheaded congregation.

Let us now examine each of these five responses in detail, honestly and objectively.

RESPONSE #1: IGNORING THE SUBJECT
Those who say there are different ways to interpret 1 Corinthians 11 are right. Different people interpret this passage in different ways. There are different ways to interpret almost any passage of Scripture. However, this does not mean we should ignore a subject, especially when fifteen verses (half a chapter) are devoted to giving detailed explanations and instructions about a practice. A passage of instruction this lengthy should not be neglected by God's people simply because there are different ways to interpret it.

Paul felt it was important enough to write about, and the Holy Spirit felt it was important enough to preserve as Scripture for the instruction of future generations, including ours. When people interpret Biblical instruction differently, the response most pleasing to God is not to ignore it, but to seek the correct interpretation, and then humbly respond in cheerful obedience to the will of our Heavenly Father.

RESPONSE #2: THE WOMAN'S HAIR AS A "COVERING"
Those who say that the only covering a woman needs is her hair base their conclusion on a statement near the end of the passage: "But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory for her: for her hair is given her for a covering" (va.15).

There are three proofs that the hair cannot be the only covering Paul refers to, and certainly not the covering he refers to earlier in the passage.

PROOF A: TWO GREEK WORDS
First, the Greek word translated "covering" in this verse is peribolaion, a word that is different from and unrelated to katakalupto, the "covering" spoken of in all the previous verses. If Paul had meant that the hair is the only covering a woman needs, he would have used the word katakalupto -- the term he uses all six times that the "covering" is mentioned in the preceding verses. But Paul does not write "her hair is given her for a katakalupto." He uses a totally different word, peribolaion, when he tells us the hair is a "covering." Paul switches to another term for a reason: He wants to make sure we do not confuse the woman's natural covering, her hair (peribolaion), with the scarf or shawl (katakalupto) which she willingly places on her head. This fact becomes even more apparent when we look at the meanings and uses of these two different Greek words.

Katakalupto, the word that refers to the covering a woman places on her head, is composed of the prefix kata-('down") and kalupto ("cover"). This is exactly what a scarf or shawl does -- it hangs down from the top of the head and covers the woman's hair.

Peribolaion, the word that refers to the woman's hair as a natural "covering," uses the prefix peri- ("around," as in our English word perimeter). The long hair functions as a frame that flows around the perimeter or border of the woman's face.

The word peribolaion appears only twice in the New Testament, but it appears twelve times in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Bible which was used and quoted by New Testament writers. It is significant that the word peribolaion is used in Deut.22:12 to refer to the tallit, the four-cornered, fringed cloak worn by men. Paul was familiar with the Greek Septuagint, and most certainly was aware of the use of peribolaion to refer to the tallit. So when Paul writes that the woman's long hair is given to her anti (literally, -instead of") peribolaion, he is telling us this: the woman is given long hair to flow around her head and shoulders instead of the peribolaion/tallit, the four-cornered, fringed cloak that men are commanded to wear.4 Therefore, Paul is not saying in 1 Cor.11:15 that the hair is the only covering a woman needs. On the contrary, he is saying that the hair is not a substitute for the katakalupto (scarf or shawl), but it is given to the woman to wear instead of the peribolaion/tallit.

This verse also points out that God uses the woman's naturally long hair to show that He expects the woman to cover her head with a scarf or shawl, and He uses the man's absence of long hair to show that the man should not be covered with a scarf or shawl hanging down over his head like a woman.5 This is why Paul appeals to nature in the preceding verse ("Does not even nature itself teach you?"). As Mennonite writer Ruth explains it, "When obedient to the dictates of nature, the man with his short hair appears uncovered the woman with her long hair appears covered. By this arrangement, God has shown what He expects."6

PROOF B: CUTTING OFF THE HAIR
A second proof that the hair is not the only covering a woman needs is found in the statement Paul makes in verse six: "For if a woman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off." If Paul meant that the woman's only headcovering were the hair itself, this verse would be saying, "If a woman does not have hair on her head, let her also have her hair cut off." It is linguistically impossible to say that the woman's headcovering is nothing more than her hair. If the hair were the only "covering," then an "uncovered" woman would be a woman who already had her "hair cut off." An already hairless woman cannot be commanded to have her hair cut off. It would be like saying, "Let the bald man get a haircut" or "Let the beardless man shave his beard."

What verse six means is this: if the woman refuses to wear a scarf or shawl, she should also remove the natural covering, her hair. In other words, she should wear both coverings or none at all. Watchman Nee comments on this verse with these strong words:

"Today people keep neither of these two commands of the Bible. If a sister will not cover her hair but shears or shaves it, she may yet be reckoned as hearkening to the words of the Bible. But today woman neither shaves nor covers her hair -- a double disobedience.7

PROOF C: BIBLICAL AND TALMUDIC EVIDENCE
One final proof which shows that the headcovering is more than the hair is the fact that women did, indeed, wear scarves or shawls on their heads in Biblical times. The Encyclopedia Judaica tells us that "the general custom was to appear in public, and in the presence of strange men, with covered hair."8 We know from both the Bible and the Talmud that this is true. In Numbers 5:18, we are told that a woman suspected of being unfaithful to her husband was to have her head uncovered by the priest.9 This tells us that a woman's normal clothing in Biblical times included a headcovering, for how else could the priest "uncover the woman's head"? We see from this passage that a woman's uncovered head marks her as one suspected of being unfaithful to her husband. Today's modern culture may attach no meaning at all to an uncovered head, but from a Biblical viewpoint, it represents suspicion of unfaithfulness. This is why Paul says, "Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with head uncovered?" (1Cor.11:13). Paul expects the answer to be obvious (at least to those familiar with the meaning of an uncovered head). The woman with an uncovered head, Paul says, "disgraces her head [i.e., her husband]" (rs.5).

The Talmud makes several references to the woman's headcovering, thereby validating its existence. We know that a woman did not go out in public without covering her head (Bereshit Rab.17; Ket.72b). Some devout women, believing that 'wives' hair is always covered" (Nash. Ned.30b), wore headcoverings in their homes as well as in public (Yoma 47a; Lev. R.20:11).

So important was the headcovering that some rabbis said that blessings should not be uttered in the presence of a bareheaded woman (Ber.24a). According to the Talmud, a man could divorce his wife for "going into public with uncovered head" (Kethubah 7.6). Of course I do not agree that this is grounds for divorce; I quote it simply to show the existence and the importance of the woman's headcovering in the past.

RESPONSE #3: FIRST CENTURY CORINTHIAN CUSTOM
Because the headcovering is not mentioned in any other New Testament epistle, some say that the only women who needed to cover their heads were those in Corinth, perhaps due to some local to the Corinthians, but also to "all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cot.1:2). Furthermore, he ends the passage on headcoverings with these words: "But if one is inclined to be contentious, we [i.e., we Apostles] have no other practice, nor have the churches [plural] of God" (1Cor.11:16).11 In other words, it was a universal custom in all the congregations, and not even open to dispute. If someone wanted to be contentious, Paul wrote, arguing about it was not allowed. It was a non-negotiable custom that all believers in all places were expected to practice. The reason headcovering is not mentioned in any other epistle is because correction was not needed in the other congregations. It was only the women in Corinth who refused to follow the Apostles' instructions about covering the head.

Some believers today will admit that headcoverings were worn not only in Corinth, but in all congregations, when Paul wrote his epistle. But, they say, the reason had to do with time, not place -- it was just a First Century custom. For some reason unknown to us, it was considered improper for a woman to be bareheaded. But since society thinks nothing of bareheaded women today, they say, it is no longer important. It was only important then, because it was the custom of that time.

The above reasoning is flawed for a very simple reason: it overlooks the fact that the Bible plainly states the two reasons for the headcovering, and neither of these reasons is restricted to First Century cultural customs. The Bible tells us that one reason for the headcovering is to demonstrate the divine order of authority and submission that God has decreed (va.3). The other reason is -because of the angels' (va.10). Both of these reasons (which will be discussed later) have to do with eternal principles, and are not limited to some First Century cultural custom that Christians have imagined. God's order of authority and the actions of angels are not things that only First Century believers needed to be concerned with. Both of these are as valid today as ever.

When the Bible clearly states the reasons for a practice, it is presumptuous to ignore those reasons, and then excuse oneself from obedience by theorizing and imagining reasons that are not even suggested in the text. R. C. Sproul, in his book Knowing Scripture, discusses this common error that people make when they assume Paul's instructions were due to some First Century Corinthian custom:

What is wrong with this kind of speculation? The basic problem here is that our reconstructed knowledge of first-century Corinth has led us to supply Paul with a rationale that is foreign to the one he gives himself. In a word, we are not only putting words into the apostle's mouth, but we are ignoring words that are there. If Paul merely told women in Corinth to cover their heads and gave no rationale for such instruction, we would be strongly inclined to supply it via our cultural knowledge. In this case, however, Paul provides a rationale which is based on an appeal to creation, not to the custom of Corinthian harlots. We must be careful not to let our zeal knowledge of the culture obscure what is actually said. To subordinate Paul's stated reason to our speculatively conceived reason is to slander the apostle and turn exegesis into eisogesis."12

RESPONSE #4: OUTWARD SYMBOLS AND INWARD REALITIES
We know from Matthew chapter 23 that many Pharisees of the New Testament period emphasized only outward holiness and neglected inward holiness. Many Christians, in their attempt to avoid making the same mistake, make the opposite mistake -- they emphasize only inward holiness and neglect outward holiness. The headcovering, they say, is just one of those outward symbols that only Pharisaical hypocrites are concerned about.

A passage often quoted to dismiss headcovering and other matters of outward appearance is 1 Samuel 16:7b: "...for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.'

Those who so quote from this verse conveniently omit and ignore the first part of the verse, which shows us what it actually means. The context of the passage makes it clear that the Lord is not saying "dress any way you please." These words about man's looking on the outward appearance were spoken to Samuel because he was impressed by the height and good looks of Jesse's oldest son, Eliab. Samuel thought that Eliab was surely the one he was to anoint as king. "But God said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him" (1Sam. 16:7a). Then it was that the Lord spoke about man's looking on the outward appearance.

The Lord is not saying in 1 Samuel 16:7b that He does not care what we wear. He is simply saying that when He decides to anoint someone for a task, He does not base His choice on the height, weight, or physical beauty of the person. He looks at the heart, not the body.

Wearing a headcovering is only one of many Biblical practices that could be called outward, symbolic acts. Many of these acts can be done by insincere believers or even by unbelievers. As a result, there are, unfortunately, some people who emphasize only outward symbols and ignore the more important inward realities that those symbols represent. But the abuse of a Biblical practice by hypocrites does not negate or lessen its value and importance for sincere believers. Insincere believers, hypocrites, and even unbelievers sometimes get baptized or take the Lord's Supper, yet very few Christians suggest that these Biblical practices be abandoned by sincere believers. Likewise, the wearing of the headcovering should not be abandoned simply because it is an outward symbolic act that may be done by hypocrites.

RESPONSE #5: "NOBODY ELSE DOES IT"
Some women agree that wearing a headcovering is a valid Biblical practice, but they refuse to do it because no other women in their congregation do it. They fear they will draw attention to themselves and project a "holier-than-thou" image if they wear a headcovering in a bareheaded congregation.

Our motive for obeying any of the Lord's commands should be to please our Heavenly Father, of course. Our motive should never be "to be seen of men." But if we begin to obey a commandment that is neglected by our peers, our action will often draw attention upon us, whether we want it or not. It is unavoidable. Regardless of the purity of our motives, there will always be carnal people who misjudge us and accuse us of trying to project a "holier-than-thou" image.

Those women who do not wear a headcovering only because "nobody else does it" may think they are being humble and spiritual by refusing to draw attention to themselves. The sad truth is that preserving their reputation among their peers is more important to them than obeying the will of God. They fear that carnal people will misunderstand them and consider then eccentric. The great Nineteenth Century evangelist Charles Finney tells us what to expect if we want to be truly spiritual:

"You will be called eccentric; probably you will deserve it. Probably you will really be eccentric. I never knew a person who was filled with the Spirit that was not called eccentric. And the reason is that such people are unlike other folk. There is therefore the best reasons why such persons should appear eccentric. They act under different influences, take different views, are moved by different motives, led by a different spirit. How often I have heard the remark respecting such-and-such persons: "He is a good man -- but he is rather eccentric." I have sometimes asked for the particulars; in what does his eccentricity exist? ! hear the catalogue, and it amounts to this, that he is spiritual. Make up your mind for this, to be "eccentric."13

PART II: THE VALUE OF THE HEADCOVERING
When I visited India in 1988, I noticed that all the Christian women wore headcoverings. I asked my Indian friend, Brother Mathew, if the women covered their heads because of what the Bible said or because of some local, cultural custom. Brother Mathew assured me that it had nothing at all to do with Indian culture.

"When the Apostle Thomas brought the gospel to India in the First Century, he taught that the woman's head should be covered," my friend explained, "and they have been doing it ever since. Pastors in India never need to tell the women to cover their heads. The women know the Bible tells them to do it, so they do it."

Western culture, has not been as insulated as rural Indian culture has, and, as a result, women in western culture have not continued this Biblical practice as their Indian sisters have.

Many Americans think of India's culture as male-dominated and repressive toward women. That may be true among the Hindus and Moslems, but it is certainly not what I saw among the Christians of India. It is true that leadership, decision-making, and teaching the congregation are functions limited to men; however, women are quite active in other areas of public ministry. During meetings women are free to openly pray, worship, praise, prophesy, testify, and even to read a passage of Scripture and give a brief comment on it. The women of India do these things with godly fear and trembling, often with tears streaming down their faces -- and always with their heads covered, of course. They seem to possess a genuine freedom and authority in the spirit that is noticeably absent in most congregations in America, a land that supposedly offers women more "freedom" via the feminist movement.

I believe this freedom and authority that the Indian sisters enjoy is directly related to the issue of headcovering. Simply putting a piece of cloth on one's head will not impart spirituality, of course. But understanding and appreciating the significance and value of the act, and what it proclaims, will result in a newfound freedom and authority for the woman of God.

The key to seeing and appreciating the value of the headcovering is simply understanding the two reasons the Bible gives for wearing it. As mentioned earlier, the two reasons are 1) to demonstrate God's order of authority (va.3) and 2) "because of the angels" (vs.10). When these two concepts are properly understood, wearing the headcovering will not be viewed as some legalistic bondage, but as a doorway into glorious liberty. It will be viewed not as something to oppress women, but as something that gives women the freedom and privilege to rightfu!ly move into their God-given place of authority in the Body. Furthermore, the use of the headcovering will be seen as something that affects angelic and demonic activity when the woman believes in the spiritual realities the headcovering represents.

THE ORDER OF AUTHORITY IN GOD'S GOVERNMENT
God's order of authority is clearly stated in 1 Cor.11:3. God is the head of Christ, Christ is the head of man, and man is the head of woman. As a divine being, Christ is not inferior to God, yet He declared Himself to be under God's authority (Jn.5:19,30;14:28). In the same way, woman is not inferior to man as a human being, yet the Scriptures declare here to be under man's authority in the government of God.

The Heavenly Father and the Son have different roles. These roles require the Son's submission to the Father's authority. Likewise, man and woman have different roles, and these roles require woman's submission to man's authority. We can also say that man and Messiah have different roles, and these roles require man's submission to Messiah's authority.

Woman is expected to submit to man's authority, just as man is expected to submit to Messiah's authority, and Messiah is expected to submit to God's authority. These are the respective positions of authority and submission that God has assigned to Messiah, man, and woman. God Himself has decreed this arrangement, and we dare not argue against it. To defy God's decree is to defy God Himself.

But what does the structure of God's, government have to do with headcovering? What is the connection? The Bible says that the headcovering serves as "a symbol of authority" on the woman's head (1Cor.11:10). By willingly wearing a scarf or shawl on her head as a sign of her submission to man, the woman is manifesting God's government on earth. She is declaring that she humbly accepts God's appointed position for her in the Body, Just as the Messiah humbly accepted His appointed position under God's authority.

Symbolic acts which man decrees may be of little or no value, but symbolic acts that God decrees are more than mere symbolic acts. God has decreed that believers identify with the Messiah's death and Resurrection by means of baptism in visible, tangible water. He has decreed that believers 'show the Lord's death' (1 Cor.11:26) by means of the visible, tangible bread and cup. He has decreed that man wear a tallit with fringes to serve as a visible, tangible reminder of man's devotion to the commandments. In a similar way, He has decreed that woman wear a headcovering to serve as a visible, tangible declaration of God's authority on earth.

Headcovering is a matter of far more importance than one individual woman's submission to her husband. The headcovering demonstrates not only woman's submission to man's authority; it serves as a visible declaration to all the universe of God's entire system of authority! God has not called upon Messiah or man to wear a headcovering to demonstrate His divine arrangement of government. He assigns this privilege only to the woman. 'God calls upon the sisters to show this arrangement," Watchman Nee writes. "It is through the sisters that God's governmental system is to be displayed."14

When the woman of God sees this glorious reality, accepts her God-given position, and perceives the headcovering as a privilege, she can begin to exercise true spiritual authority in the Body. The headcovering first functions as a symbol of man's authority over her; after it is accepted as that, it then serves as a symbol of her own authority in the spiritual realm.

The headcovering is similar to a policeman's badge. There is no real power in the badge itself, but the government that issues the badge will back up the authority of the policeman when he wears the badge as he is commanded to do. This analogy can be confirmed by the Bible's description of the headcovering as exousia ("symbol of authority," 1 Cor.11:10). One Greek lexicon defines exousia as "token of control.15 Another defines it as "means of exercising power."16

When the woman of God understands these marvelous truths, she will not view the headcovering as an annoying inconvenience or legalistic bondage. She will wear it as a badge of her God-given authority, and it will truly become an effective 'token of control" and a "means of exercising power" in the spiritual realm as she joyfully moves forward, praying and prophesying with power and authority.

"BECAUSE OF THE ANGELS"
The second major reason for the headcovering, "because of the angels," is very closely related to the first, God's order of authority. The two reasons are tied together in 1 Cor.11:!0: "For this reason [i.e., because of the roles of man and woman discussed in the verses right before this verse] the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head because of the angels." In other words, the headcovering shows that the woman is submitted to man's authority, and it is important that this token or badge of authority be seen by the angels, both the unfallen angels [the "ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation" (Heb.1:14)] and the fallen angels [those that are "chained in darkness" (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6) as well as those presently operating as demonic powers].

Those who do not take the Scriptures seriously may be amused by the idea that the presence or absence of a piece of cloth can affect angelic and demonic activity. After all, if angels and demons are real, do they really need to see a headcovering to tell them the woman is submitted to authority? Don't they already know such things?

Even unfallen angels are not omniscient; there are many things they do not know. The Bible tells us that the good news of the Messiah contains "things into which angels long to look" (1Pet.l:12). "The secret things belong unto God our God," Moses tells us, "but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law" (Deut.29:29). As it is with man, so it is with angels. There are "secret things" which God has not revealed to angels, and other things which He has revealed to them. God has decided that He will show the angels and demons His authority, and the woman's submission to His authority, by means of a visible, tangible covering on the woman's head.

To the natural mind, a piece of cloth on a woman's head may seem to be a weak, foolish instrument for imparting divine revelation of God's authority to angelic and demonic beings. But the Bible tells us that God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and "God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things that are mighty" (1 Cor.1:27). Readers of the New Testament may recall that when "handkerchiefs or aprons" which Paul had touched were brought to the sick and the possessed, "the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out" (Ac.19:12). This passage confirms the fact that a piece of cloth can, indeed, be used as an instrument to display God's authority to evil spirits, and affect what happens in the spiritual realm, which in turn affects what takes place in the physical realm.

We do not need to understand all the mechanics of exactly how and why God's ways work, in order to walk in them, just as we do not need to understand all the mechanics of how and why a car works in order to drive it. If the car works, and we drive it according to the rules of the road, we can expect to reach our destination. God's ways work, and if we walk in them, we can expect results.

What results can we expect to take place when God's authority is displayed to the angels, fallen and unfallen, by means of the woman's headcovering? We will first look at the effect on the unfallen angels, and then the effect on the fallen.

EFFECT ON THE UNFALLEN ANGELS
Hebrews 1:14 describes angels as "ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." We see in both the Old Testament and the New Testament that angels have a very active and vital role in ministering to God's people. In the Bible we see angels bringing messages of prophecy, hope, encouragement, deliverance, instruction, rebuke, and warning to people. We also see them directly intervening and acting on behalf of God's people by smiting the enemies of God, both physical (people) and spiritual (demonic powers). Angels are normally not seen by those to whom they minister, but occasionally they appear. The Bible informs us that angelic visitors are not always recognized as angels when they appear to people. "Some have entertained angels without knowing it" (Heb 13:l).

Why is it important for ministering angels to see the woman's headcovering? "For this reason," Paul tells us, referring back to the passage about God's order of authority and submission. In other words, when the angels are "sent forth to minister," the covering on the head of the woman tells the angels that this woman is submitted to God's delegated authority, and that she is therefore in a position to receive ministry from the ministering spirits.

People may ask, "Why do angels need to see a headcovering? Can't God simply tell them that the woman is submitted?" God could certainly tell the angels this if He wanted to, but He has decided that someone else should tell them. He has instructed the woman herself to tell the angels, by wearing a headcovering.

When the angels see the headcovering, it serves as a token or badge of the woman's God-given authority. In effect, it functions as a signal flag which tells the angels that they are now under God's orders to move and act on behalf of this woman, because she is under God's delegated authority.

The woman who covers her head in obedience to God should expect to receive more angelic ministry than she would receive without a headcovering. As she prays, prophesies, and testifies, she should expect angels to move and act in conjunction with her prayers, prophesying, and testifying. The woman who does not cover her head deprives herself of blessings that could be hers through the ministry of angels.

EFFECT ON THE FALLEN ANGELS
To understand the effect of the woman's headcovering on fallen angels, we must consider the relationship of the first woman, Eve, with the first fallen angel, Satan.17 Both the Old and New Testaments tell us that through the serpent, Eve was deceived by this fallen angel (Gen.3:13; 1 Tim.2:14).

What was it that made the woman vulnerable to deception? It was simply the fact that she was acting independently from, rather than in submission to, the man's authority. Had she remained under the man's authority, the deception would not have taken place, for we are told that . "Adam was not deceived" (1 Tim.2:14).

The headcovering is now God's ordained means of showing the fallen angels that a woman is under man's authority. The sight of a visible covering on a woman's head announces to the fallen angels that this woman, unlike Eve, is not going to act independently from man's authority. The headcovering tells the fallen angels that this woman is in her rightful position of authority, and she is not in a position (as Eve was) to be tempted and harassed and deceived as easily as an uncovered woman would be.

Therefore, the woman who covers her head in obedience to God should expect a greater degree of freedom from demonic temptation, harassment, and deception. Of course there will always be temptations of the flesh, harassment from people, and the possibility of self-deception. But temptation, harassment, and deception of a demonic nature will be much less of a threat (and perhaps no threat at all) to a woman who covers her head in obedience to God. Ignoring the Bible's instructions about the headcovering invites unnecessary trouble from fallen angels, Just as heeding the instructions invites ministry from unfallen angels.

In addition to the fallen angels who actively tempt, harass, and deceive, there are other fallen angels who are bound in "chains of darkness" in Tartarus, awaiting the Judgment (2 Pet.2:4). These are "the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation" (Jude 6).

Since ancient times, there have been serious students of the Scriptures who believe that these fallen angels "left their own habitation" by entering the physical realm and impregnating women, who then gave birth to a race of giants.18 These fallen angels are believed to be the "sons of God" (called "angels of God" in the Alexandrian Septuagint) spoken of in Gen.6:4:

There were Nephilim ["fallen ones"] in the earth in those days: and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children unto them, the same became mighty men [Septuagint, gigantes, "giants"] which were of old, men of renown."

Jude confirms this when he writes that Sodom and Gomorrah followed the example of these fallen angels "in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh" (Jude 7). In other words, the sin of these fallen angels, like the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah, was some form of sexual perversion, going after "strange flesh" that was prohibited to them.

Just as the Virgin Miriam (Mary) was impregnated by the Holy Spirit and gave birth to the Messiah, so these women were impregnated by unholy spirits and gave birth to a race of evil giants.19 The Book of Enoch tells us that after the giants perished in the Flood, God decreed that their disembodied spirits were to remain upon the earth as evil spirits, which would "rise up against the sons of men and against women, for they proceeded from them" (En.15:10). According to Enoch, these particular demons (disembodied spirits of giants) seem to target women more than men, "for they proceeded from them [women]." The headcovering would seem to be a very effective means of dealing with these particular spirits, since it is women that they target.

Because the sin of those angels in Tartarus was deserting their God-appointed place in order to have illicit relationships with women, the woman's headcovering is of great significance, for it says that the woman is in her God-appointed place. The headcovering reminds all fallen angels that woman's appointed place is with man, not with angels. By covering her head, the woman declares to the angels that she submits to man's authority, and therefore, she will not submit to the authority of any fallen angel.

In addition, every woman with a covered head gives a silent but powerful testimony against those angels who are now bound in Tartarus. The headcovering testifies that in the Body of Messiah, woman is under man's authority, man is under Messiah's authority, and Messiah is under God's authority. The testimony of the woman's covered head puts the fallen angels to shame, and vindicates God's righteous judgment against them. Thus the headcovering declares not only God's order of authority, but also God's righteous judgment against those who would leave their God-appointed place and rebel against God's order of authority. Watchman Nee perceived the importance of this truth:

This is a most excellent testimony to the angels, to the fallen and to the unfallen ones. No wonder Satan persistently opposes the matter of head covering. It really puts him to shame. We are doing what he has failed to do. What God did not receive from angels, He now has from the church."20

A PERSONAL TESTIMONY
In 1987 my wife suffered for several months from a chronic illness that doctors could not cure or diagnose. The main symptom was extreme difficulty breathing, accompanied by rasping deep inside the chest. There were also occasional flu-like symptoms, such as severe vomiting. She was given different kinds of medication, but none helped. She was tested for tuberculosis and other diseases, but no explanation could be found. Thinking that Perhaps she was allergic to something in the house, we moved. The symptoms still continued. Since the doctors could not cure or diagnose the illness, we simply continued to pray for healing as we had been doing all along.

For some reason, it occurred to me that our unanswered prayer might somehow be connected to the fact that my wife did not wear a headcovering. I cannot recall how or why this thought occurred to me, but it made a strong enough impression on me that I said something to my wife about it. I suggested that perhaps we would have better results if she covered her head when we prayed together each day.

My wife's response was polite but typical: "How could that make any difference?" The idea that wearing a piece of cloth on her head might bring about healing seemed foolish to her. I gently reminded her that dipping seven times in the Jordan River to heal leprosy seemed like a foolish idea to Naaman, but when he did it, he was healed (2 Ki.5). I mentioned other Biblical examples of seemingly foolish actions that brought about the blessings of God. I explained that things which we do in the physical realm affect what happens in the unseen spiritual realm in ways we cannot understand.

"I can't guarantee that it will make any difference," I said. "But it certainly isn't going to hurt anything. What have we got to lose?"

In submission to my authority, she began wearing a scarf each day as we prayed together. Within a matter of days, we noticed that the rasping sound had disappeared, and her breathing returned to normal again. As of this writing (1995), the illness has never returned, and I do not expect it to.

This sickness, which physicians could neither diagnose nor treat, left of its own accord when my wife covered her head. Is this mere coincidence, or did the headcovering really make a difference? Of course there is no way to prove whether or not wearing a piece of cloth was what made the disease depart. But we know that when pieces of cloth were brought from Paul, "diseases departed" and "evil spirits went out" (Ac.19:12). There is no reason to believe that God cannot bring similar results from a cloth on a woman's head when it is worn in faith and in submission to God's delegated authority.

LOSS AND RECOVERY OF THE HEADCOVERING AND WHAT IT REPRESENTS
Satan works to keep God's people blind to the validity and value of Biblical practices, especially those which weaken him the most. Throughout history, Satan has used carnal men to convince the Body of Messiah to abandon one Scriptural custom after another. Near the end of the First Century, the Apostle John saw the Messiah standing outside the Church, knocking at the door (Rev.3:20). As the Bride of Messiah became more preoccupied with her own concerns in each successive generation, she gradually ceased experiencing the presence of her Bridegroom.

In every generation since then, there have been godly members of the Body who have mourned the loss of this glorious presence, and sought to recover it. In the process of seeking the Bridegroom, the Bride has been harassed, wounded, and robbed of valuable practices, including the wearing of a scarf or shawl on the woman's head. All this is beautifully illustrated in the prophetic Song of Solomon (5:2-7), as the Bride laments the suffering and loss she experienced during her sad search for her Beloved in the night:

 

I was asleep, but my heart was awake.

A voice! My Beloved was knocking, saying,

"Open to Me, My sister, My love,

My dove, My undefiled:

For My head is drenched with dew,

My locks with the damp of the night."

I have taken off my dress,

How can I put it on again?

 

I have washed my feet,

How can I dirty them again?

My Beloved extended His hand through the opening,

And my feelings were aroused for Him.

I arose to open to my Beloved,

And my hands dripped with myrrh,

And my fingers with sweet-smelling myrrh,

Upon the handles of the lock.

I opened to my Beloved,

But my Beloved had withdrawn Himself, and was gone!

My heart went out to Him as He spoke.

I sought Him, but I could not find Him;

I called Him, but He gave me no answer.

The watchmen who go about the city found me,

They struck me and wounded me;

The keepers of the walls took away my shawl from me.

The unfaithful watchmen are carnal-minded religious leaders who have taken the shawl off women's heads by telling them that wearing a headcovering is irrelevant today. This error has unnecessarily exposed the Bride of Messiah to suffering and harassment ("They struck me and wounded me") that could be reduced or eliminated by wearing the headcovering and believing in everything it stands for.

The abandonment of this practice has weakened all that it represents in the spiritual realm -- the woman's submission to God's delegated authority, the woman's authority in prayer and prophecy, the woman's right to receive ministry from angels, the woman's protection from demonic powers, the display of God's government and His righteous judgment against all who rebel.

It is time for the woman of God to dress for battle and declare war on the enemy. The woman's "uniform" is "modest apparel" (1 Tim.2:9), including a headcovering that shows her "rank" in God's army. Then, fully dressed for battle and with faith in the Captain of the Lord's host, let her rightfully move into her place of authority as a holy woman of God.

ADDENDA: QUESTIONS ABOUT SPECIFICS
Headcovering often raises questions that demand more specific answers. At what age should a woman be expected to wear a headcovering? Should the headcovering be of any particular size or shape? Should the headcovering be worn only during prayer and worship, or at other times as well?

Among "Plain People" (Amish, Mennonites, Hutterites, et. al.), the elders of each community make these kinds of decisions, and they claim it gives each community a sense of identity and belonging, similar, perhaps, to the way ancient Israelites identified with whatever tribe they belonged to.21 If a woman belongs to a congregation that has no specific guidelines for the headcovering, and she feels unsure about specifics, she can ask her husband, since it is his authority she is under, or the elders of her congregation if she is unmarried.

The Bible does not give specific details about the size or shape of the headcovering; however, the Greek word katakalupto tells us that it should be something which "hangs down over" the head. Headbands and decorative bows do not fit the Bible's definition of a headcovering. I have seen women wear things that were little more than glorified barrettes, and then claim they were covering their heads.

The question of whether or not the headcovering needs to be worn any time other than during prayer and congregational meetings is sometimes debated. The Significance and importance of everything the headcovering represents should be taken into consideration when deciding this matter. In addition, anything we can learn from history about when and where women covered their heads in Biblical times should also be given serious thought. The purpose of this study is not to dwell on specific details such as these. My purpose has been to establish the validity and value of wearing the headcovering. If readers have seen the validity and value of the custom, and want to reclaim it, I trust God will give wisdom and discernment in deciding on the specifics.
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Such a POWERFUL and IMPORTANT message.
Please, PLEASE, PLEASE read it!
 

Posted by Paddy ByGrace

 

Into the valley
 

 

By Stan Goodenough - http://www.stangoodenough.com/?p=547

Posted on Tuesday 13 September 2011

 

Today, September 13, 2011, will be a momentous day. Today, representatives of 193 countries are coming together on the east side of Manhattan for the opening of the 66th session of the United Nations General Assembly.

 

Of the 168 items on their agenda, one towers above the rest, guaranteed to dominate the 15-day event: Item #36 – “The question of Palestine.”

 

When that number comes up on September 20, the nations of this world will secure their places in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. For during the course of their deliberations, they will be called upon to vote for, or against, recognizing a Palestinian state.

 

Recognizing a Palestinian state means voting for the creation of an Arab state in the biblical heartland of the Land of Israel.

 

It means voting for the “permanent” division of God’s land.

 

“For behold, in those days and at that time,

When I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem,

I will also gather all nations,

And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;

And I will enter into judgment with them there

On account of My people, My heritage Israel,

Whom they have scattered among the nations;

They have also divided up My land.

….

Proclaim this among the nations:

“Prepare for war!

Wake up the mighty men,

Let all the men of war draw near,

Let them come up.

Beat your plowshares into swords

And your pruning hooks into spears;

Let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’”

Assemble and come, all you nations,

And gather together all around.

Cause Your mighty ones to go down there, O LORD.

“Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;

For there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.

Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.

Come, go down;

For the winepress is full,

The vats overflow—

For their wickedness is great.”

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!

For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

The sun and moon will grow dark,

And the stars will diminish their brightness.

The LORD also will roar from Zion,

And utter His voice from Jerusalem;

The heavens and earth will shake;

But the LORD will be a shelter for His people,

And the strength of the children of Israel. (Joel 3: 1-2, 9-16)

 

“Who will endorse Palestine?” This question headlined an article on the Israeli Ynetnews website two weeks ago.

 

According to the report, officials in Jerusalem believe the “Palestinians” will secure an automatic majority due to the guaranteed support of the 116 “non-aligned” states,” which tend to vote as a bloc and promote joint interests. Just 12 more “yes” votes will secure a two-thirds majority. And on September 12, Russia announced its determination to support whatever the Palestinian Arabs want.

 

To try and offset the outcome, Israel’s foreign ministry has targeted the “moral majority” – influential states that include the 27 European Union members, global powers, and several other key countries.

 

Israel hopes the failure of such states to endorse a unilateral Palestinian move would render the UN decision illegitimate. To further this, officials in Brussels have worked on establishing a united front of EU states that would abstain. Still, it seems Europe’s votes will be split. Few if any nations are expected to vote “no.”

 

Despite having personally flown to various countries in recent months, appealing to leaders to reject the unilateral Palestinian move, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appears to be bracing for what now looks like the inevitable outcome.

 

Israel stands alone on the world stage. In fact, at the UN – and this is not new or rare –Israel will stand alone in the dock.

 

The universal recognition of “Palestine” as a state in its own right will be an indictment of the Jewish people, the world’s rejection and dismissal of their claims to their patrimony and a charge accusing them of usurping another people’s land.

 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) aka Palestinian Authority has already stated its intention to drag Israel before the International Court in The Hague.

 

However, the judgment on this event was long ago determined and will soon be passed. It was seen thousands of years ago by the prophets of Israel, who must have shivered as they recorded God’s expressions of His fury.

 

Joel 3, parts of which are quoted at the top of this piece, is only one of these warnings. Read the whole chapter. See also Isaiah 34, Isaiah 63, Psalm 94, .

 

God has a day of vengeance for the controversy of Zion. (Isaiah 34:8). He describes the valley of Jehoshaphat as the winepress of His wrath into which He will gather the nations. Soon – if He has not already begun – He will start to tread them out, crushing them like grapes beneath His feet.

 

How awful His judgment will be!

 

Fearful for their nations, believers in Europe, America, southern Africa and elsewhere have mobilized to act on Israel’s behalf. On September 12 The Jerusalem Post reported “two of the leading Christian groups in Europe have joined forces to counter mounting pressure on the Jewish state.” According to the report, the Dutch organization Christians for Israel and the Brussels-based European Coalition for Israel, will be holding joint protests today (September 13) in The Hague, and on September 19 in Brussels.

 

Although the Post failed to mention it, the initiative was launched by one man. Back in March, on the cover of the Dutch language publication of his organization “Pillar of Fire,” Jack van der Tang published a facsimile of the mobilization form for military service that the men of Holland received in 1939, when the Nazis were poised to invade them.

 

Inside the magazine, under the heading, “An urgent message to the church in the Netherlands (and worldwide),” Van der Tang posed the question:

 

Have you ever wondered what you would have done right before the Second World War, had you known that 6,000,000 Jews were going to be murdered? We did not yet know, then, about the death camps where the Holocaust would be carried out. Now, in 2011, throughout the countries around Israel, millions are openly, and without shame, calling for the destruction of the Jews. And we cannot say again, “we did not know.”

 

After listing the long and growing list of threats and dangers facing Israel, he concluded:

 

In 1939 a nationwide mobilization occurred in the Netherlands when it was clear that war was unavoidable. Let there be an overall mobilization in the Church, today!

 

Other Christians – individuals and organizations – have followed Van der Tang’s lead. One man, a Czech citizen who has no organizational backing, alone successfully prepared a manifestation that will take place in Prague this evening. Events are scheduled for England too.

 

The men organizing these gatherings are driven by a) a strong sense of the fear of the Lord; b) a compelling love for the Jewish people and c) deep concern for their nations.

 

They know, as do many millions of Christians, that the motivation behind the upcoming vote is hardly a heartfelt desire to give the “poor Palestinians” a state of their own.

 

What will constrain the overwhelming majority – probably all – who choose in favor of Palestine, will be:

 

- Anti-Semitism, manifested in its “new” skin as deeply-rooted and vociferous anti-Israel bigotry, and/or

- Unfettered hatred of Israel and a desire to see her destroyed, and/or

- Immoral national self-interest that “justifies” betraying a small, peace-seeking, oil-less country to appease tens of large, oil-rich, belligerent ones, and/or

- Hatred of God and rejection of His Word.

Whatever their individual motives, what these delegates will be voting for is the manifest theft of land belonging – by the decree of the Almighty; by international law as ratified at San Remo by the League of Nations and never revoked; and by all the rights that legitimize the existence of modern nation states – to the Jews.

 

For those who still don’t get this, let me spell it out once more:

 

The territory upon which the UN would establish a State of Palestine is that land where Abraham walked when God promised it to him and his descendants after him, forever. It is that land where Jacob lived and through which he travelled when God made it clear that His promise to Abraham was to his seed through the bloodline of Isaac and Jacob.

 

It is that land in which Israel’s founding fathers purchased property, and where they lie buried. It is that land conquered by the Israelites under Joshua and given as an inheritance to the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim and the half-tribe of Manasseh. It is that land where for nearly 400 years the Tabernacle stood in which Samuel served and where the people of Israel worshipped. It is that land where David was born, and from which and over which he reigned. It is that land that contains the Jerusalem of biblical times, in which Solomon and Zerubbabel and Herod built the Jewish temples, and where, in Solomon’s days, God’s glory was visibly revealed to the Israelites. It is that land where Jesus was born and in which He ministered; where He was crucified, buried, rose again, and from which He ascended into heaven. It is that land to which He will return. It is that land God specifically promised to restore the Jews to after they were dispersed among the nations.

 

It is THAT land the United Nations will vote this month on taking “legally” out of the hands of the Jewish people and placing into the hands of the Muslim Arabs – the vast majority of whom have been raised on a hate-rich diet of war mongering anti-Israel thoughts.

 

Recent weeks have seen some Israeli leaders and opinion shapers making calming statements – assuring their people that a General Assembly vote is not binding; that there is little if any point in trying to withstand it.

 

Darker voices warn that Arab and Muslim protests will be staged all over the world to “convince” the General Assembly in New York that the demand for the creation of Palestine is global and must be complied with.

 

A sweeping vote supporting the proposal is expected to – eventually if not right away – sway the Security Council towards making it legally binding on Israel.

 

So WHO is bringing the nations to New York to cast this fateful ballot? Who will lead them? Who will drive them?

 

The answer, I believe, is the LORD God. For decades they have been pulling and pushing Israel around, instigating wars against her, fomenting hatred of her, taking advantage of her, plotting against her, holding her in derision, and just bullying her relentlessly and heartlessly, in a never-ending way.

 

But now, now comes the time to decide. God is giving them the choice. For some nations – those that long ago sold their souls to the devil, voting to divide the land of Israel will be easy and quick. For others, there will be ethical and moral questions to weigh up. These nations know that they know that to recognize Palestine will be to do a terrible injustice to the Jews. Will they still proceed?

 

The few Judeo-Christian nations still left may be given pause by the fact that the Holy Bible contains the unambiguous title deed to the ancient Holy Land.

 

What they all will do in the end, is decide for or against Israel; for or against the Bible; for or against the establishment of a country that, together with its 21 allied Arab states, will present a terrible danger to the piece of land that will be left of Israel.

 

The time, it appears, is here. The nations have to decide and the choice they make will be read out in the “valley of decision,” the Valley of Jehoshaphat. Multitudes, it says, will be there.

 

The Valley of Jehoshaphat is a small, nondescript gully that feeds into the northern end of the Kidron Valley, in the shadow of the Mount of Olives.

 

I pointed it out last week as I guided a group from the Garden of Gethsemane into the Old City. How, we wondered, will all the nations that are today aligned against Israel and eagerly waiting to “create” Palestine fit into this small place for judgment? Zechariah may have the answer:

 

And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north And half of it toward the south. (Zechariah 14:4)

 

Below is a list of scriptures (not exhaustive) in which God promises “all the land of Canaan” to Abraham, and then to Isaac, and then to Jacob; God promises to bring the people of Israel back to this land, which He repeatedly calls “their own land.”

 

Some of these passages will be read out in the European capitals where Christians are taking their stand today.

 

This is the point – the final Word: God says the land belongs exclusively to the Jewish people. God Almighty says it is their land. It makes no difference if every nation on earth says otherwise. It matters not if even the democratically elected government of Israel agrees to a “two-state solution” on this land, and wants to give part of it away.

 

Believers can and must stand on the Bible, and proclaim that, according to it, this is Israel’s land.

 

We must comfort and encourage the Jewish people by reminding them of God’s promise to be “a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel.”

 

And we must warn our nations that God will judge them in fury for dividing up the land – which He calls HIS OWN. (see, again, Joel 3).

 

* TITLE DEED TO THE LAND: Genesis 12:1-3, 6-8; 13:14-17; 15:7, 17-20; 17:7-8; 24:7; 26:2-4; 28:12-15; 35:10-12; 39:9-15. Exodus 6:2-4; 6-8; 32:13; 33:1-2. Leviticus 20:23-24; Numbers 33:50-54; 34:1-2; Deuteronomy 1:6-8; 11:11-12; Joshua 21:43-45; 1 Chronicles 16:14-19; 2 Samuel 7:10; Isaiah 14:1; Jeremiah 23:8; Ezekiel 28:25-26; 34:13-14; 36:24; 37:14, 21; Amos 9:14-15.

 

"...So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.

For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal."

II Corinthians 4:18

 

http://www.stangoodenough.com/?p=547  

-~-
WHEN GOD SPEAKS: A POSSIBLE VISION
[image: image25.jpg]



I ran across the following quite some time back, and found it amazing and very moving. Perhaps you will too. (NOTE: Credits & intro are following at the end of this post)...
.

WHEN GOD SPEAKS: A POSSIBLE VISION 
.
A generation of unbelief
 
“They shall fear You as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations.” —Psalm 72:5 

 

The view from heaven was not shrouded by the lies that permeated mankind on earth. It was so clear that even the clouds did not block one’s view of the universe. As nations in the world spawned dangerous alliances and battles raged on all continents, awareness in the spiritual realm was heightened. Something was about to happen. Angelic activity was on the increase as the Holy Spirit moved into position. The Throne of Grace was aglow with something the angels understood. The Lord was angry. His most precious creation was in trouble. The angels waited for instructions. They talked among themselves with great excitement. 

 

Then, the Lord spoke. 

 

“It is time!”
 
His voice was much larger than the heavens in which He ruled; and He was not finished. 

 

“You must understand what has happened. You must remember that a generation of unbelief usually stands on the sand, its moorings shaky, its bearings never quite right. It shifts with every breeze that blows across its collective thinking, leaving itself open to wrong direction and destruction.”
 
The angels knew there had been other generations of unbelief throughout history, but this generation was the last. The fullness of time, sin, and the gentiles was almost at hand. The Lord’s voice filled all of heaven again. 

 

“Many in this generation planted a garden of weeds, brambles, and briars—a garden in direct opposition to the one I created in the beginning. They have worshipped false christs!”
 
The angels chattered with great awe for the Holy One of the universe. As they moved in closer to the Lord, one woman on earth began to pray deeply for her family, her friends, and her nation . . . and for the lost and dying souls. Her prayer sparked a profusion of heavenly activity that astounded even the angels. 

 

“Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I praise You with my whole heart, soul and mind. Without You, I am nothing. I come to you with prayer for those who have spent decades letting evil destroy everything noble, everything godly in this world. We are tired and pray that You will reach into the hearts of those who have rejected You. Almost everything righteous has been stolen from Your most precious creation. Believers are mocked as evil runs rampant over my nation . . . all nations. Help us, Lord. They have gone too far.” 

 

Her name was Debrah Goldan. She was born in Israel on the tenth day of February 1947. Growing up in Jerusalem was fraught with danger for Debrah and her family. She learned to pray at an early age. The desire of her heart was to know God. When she reached adulthood, Debrah was one of many Jews living in Israel who understood and received the message of salvation. The Lord reached into her willing heart and poured His grace down on her and her family. Now, Debrah’s love for Him exploded into prayers for God to bring about a time of unprecedented grace for mankind. She continued to pray—her prayer more of a conversation with her heavenly Father. 

 

“Lord how did so many in my generation become so evil? Who planted the seeds of unbelief in them and left them to run wild with rebellion against You? Perhaps, Lord, some forgot that Your standard is the best, the only standard under which mankind can have real peace. Without You, many became selfish and faithless children. The seeds of unbelief were watered and are now grown . . . and they are planting another generation of unbelief into humanity.” 

 

The Lord loved Debrah’s prayer. This time, He allowed the angels to see her and hear her words. Some wept as they saw tears run down her face. They saw that she was a woman of deep faith with deep love in her heart for the unredeemed. She knew there were no delays with the Lord. As the angels wept for her, the Lord spoke again. 

 

“Yes, it was selfishness that kept them children forever. They rejected Me because they believed they didn’t need Me to have peace. Watch them. I allowed them to grow up in freedom, and they mocked Me. They made good evil and evil good.”
 
The angels understood. They had seen much over the millennia, but the last five decades were an abomination to the Lord. The angels began to sing, and the angelic chorus of praise was heard throughout heaven. “Lord, we understand that when nations rebel against You, the people are not blessed. Real freedom is hard won and never emerges when the revolution is about shaking off the God of the universe and the standards set by Him.” The angels could not stop praising Him. 

 

“Blessings be unto Him, praise and glory are His. Praise to Him who saves even the little ones who love Him. Praise to Him who has kept Israel. May the Holy One be praised who has shaken the nations, built and destroyed empires in a single day, and died for the sins of the world.” 

 

The angels wondered if the Lord was about to move on humanity. They banded together as the Lord continued to hear Debrah’s prayers. They waited. Then, He spoke to them as the great teacher. 

 

“Remember My words . . . that I would raise up a nation like unto Israel. That nation would be a vineyard from which the good news of salvation would be preached all over the world. Many of my children have done as commanded; many have not done enough; others have walked away. It is as I said it would be.”
 
The angels knew He was talking about the United States, the nation that was almost as special to Him as Israel. He sent souls there to be free to love and worship Him. He nurtured the nation through revolutions and wars for freedom. Then the courts began to chip away at the morals of the nation. They invented rights where none existed and took away rights that had been given to the people by Him, their Creator. When the youth started their sexual revolution, He wept as the precious nation moved toward final destruction. 

 

“I created that nation to reflect My laws and My love. They have thrown it all away. There can be no separation of the state from Me if a nation—any nation—is to survive. Empires have been crushed under My watch because the people rejected Me.”
 
The angels shivered at His words and wept again. Their tears spanned the decades of moral decay that had shaken the foundations of what He had brought into existence. Then, a sudden rush of activity started again. Debrah was still praying for Israel and all the nations that had turned their backs on her. She prayed for the unredeemed, and heaven heard her prayers as they reflected the Word of God. 

 

“Oh, Lord, we have suffered under our enemies for centuries, but since You brought us back to the land of Israel, evil, even among our own ranks, has worked hard to destroy us. We know You will not forget us. Let Your hand move across this nation and all nations on the earth. Let Your voice be heard as hearts turn to You in repentance.” 

The Lord again saw her as she prayed. He poured more grace upon her to withstand the enemy. His voice was heard, again, throughout heaven. 

 

“They signed truces and said they were working toward peace, but there was no peace. Israel’s enemies, even among her own, have sought her destruction and thought they were doing My will. They were wrong; they are wrong. They continue to use My name to promote evil against My faithful chosen ones.”
 
The angels remembered the many battles for God’s land. Sneak attacks against Israel, closing the waterways, armies that outnumbered the fighting forces of the fledgling state. Invisible armies sent by the Lord battled against the earthly enemies of God. The angels remembered . . . and so did Debrah. 

 

“Heavenly Father, ‘please do not remain silent, do not hold Your peace, do not be still. You have promised to keep us as a people throughout all generations, but Your enemies surround us and have lifted themselves up against You and Your people so that Israel will be destroyed.’ Lord, they don’t know You. Pour down Your grace that they may hear and know the truth. Let salvation come unto them like a powerful vision. Let them bow in repentance before the Throne of Grace.” 

 

The Lord listened and then spoke more truth to the angels. 

 

“I allowed evildoers to hold positions of power to test the people. Now, they want to destroy My chosen ones. They do not allow children to worship Me freely. They love those who don’t acknowledge me and plot against those who love me. They tear My laws down from the public square. Their lies are tossed into the air with little or no remorse. Yes, it is time.”
 
Praises for the Lord, the King of kings, resounded through the heavens. Angelic warriors and messengers lined up to receive their assignments. The United States would take the lead; the Holy Spirit and the angelic forces would penetrate her wall of separation that was made “high and impregnable.” The children of God would bring her moral decay to light. Suffering believers in all nations would be called into battle. 

 

Debrah continued to call on the Lord . . . her prayers a petition of love. 

 

“Father, God, You are the God of my lying down and rising up. I live to serve only You. The earth has become polluted with the plans of despots and the immoral. Our civilization is crumbling into an evil morass of rebellion. We have no laws that honor You. They have been stolen from us. They worship idols, both human and inhuman. Their minds are debased with lust; they worship the creature and things that crawl on their bellies. Their children are destroyed in the womb. Move Your holy hand over Your creation, Lord. Remove the despots and tyrants from our presence and let Your anointing flow through the streets of every village, town, and city. Let the mountains bow down in praise to You.” 

 

The angels understood Debrah’s pain and her petition to the Lord. They knew that mankind had allowed itself to be brought low . . . almost to the pit of destruction. Allies of Israel were duplicitous, often giving money and comfort to her enemies. Terrorists called themselves freedom fighters and murdered innocent men, women, and children. They said they did it for God, but their plans were steeped in evil. Their desire to build another Tower of Babel was becoming a reality. 

 

Now, when the Lord spoke, the angels received even more understanding. 

 

“They want one government. I shall allow them one government with evil to rule over them. It was ordained before the foundations of time. But first, we must expose the rebellions, the attempts to stop believers from speaking the truth. It is time to deal with those I turned over to reprobate minds. Wake up the believers who have been spiritually asleep!”
 
The angels rejoiced. They were prepared for the battle that lay ahead. Their praises to the Lord were a heavenly chorus that filled all of heaven with the music of the Ancient of Days. Debrah’s prayers reached into the heart of the Lord and permeated the heavens for all eternity. She offered one more prayer.

 

“Lord, they parted Your Holy Land when You gathered us out of the ashes of Hitler’s Europe. We know the words of Ezekiel, Zechariah, and Joel who all spoke with Your voice. You said you would bring back the ‘captives of Judah and Jerusalem.’ You did, O, Lord. Now we see all nations preparing to come against Israel in the valley of Jehoshaphat . . . the Valley of Meggido. Your judgment is on them for dividing Your land and for coming against Jerusalem. Let not the plans of evil kings and rulers come to fruition. We ask for peace and receive terror, but only for a season. Then, Lord, You will judge all the nations that have sought our destruction.”

 

Small pockets of light around the earth could be seen from the heavens. Debrah’s prayers and praises to the King of the universe would not be ignored. The Lord dispatched several squadrons of angels to wake the sleeping prayer warriors—the believers. The rest of the angels were fully prepared. They knew this battle would reap a worldwide harvest of many. The Lord, God, Creator of the universe, spoke one last time before His hand moved across time and space, across land and sea, across the nations that filled the earth . . . 

 

“It is time to bring in the harvest. You will do as you have been commanded for My holy name’s sake . . . because time is running out for all of creation . . .” 

.

~
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When my co-author, Jack L. Kemp, and I wrote The Call to Prayer, we envisioned a move of God so great that humanity would have no choice but to either be humbled or increase its rebellion against Him. We imagined a conversation between the Ruler of the universe and His angelic host—a conversation that made it clear that relative truth and values were a lie and humanity must turn back to Him. 

I want to share what God revealed because a generation of unbelief has hijacked this nation and it’s time to take it back. The following is from the book. May it touch the deepest places in your soul and reach into your heart. Remember, it could happen this way because time is moving swiftly as God’s plan unfolds for all of humanity. 

Will you be a player for God or a pawn for evil? Ponder on 1 Peter 3:12: “‘For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And his ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’” 

.

Jill Cohen Walker earned a BA from Goddard College in 1977, a JD from Franklin Pierce Law Center in 1980, and an MS in journalism at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 1999. A freelance writer for fifteen years, she has written numerous articles for tech magazines and newspapers, and co-authored a book on hiring practices in the printing industry. 
She taught Social Studies for one year in a northern middle school, and medical-legal and bio-medical courses in the Allied Health division of a local community college for four years. A student of legal history and the US Constitution, she began to study current events and Bible prophecies in March 1985. Her deep interest in and awareness of American politics started during the 2000 elections when she realized the prophetic time clock was ticking fast. She is the co-author of the novel "The Call to Prayer". (www.thecalltoprayer.net).  E-Mail: jillwalker@mail.bellsouth.net
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PROPHECY - MIXTURE: Read this on a web-site, and thought some of you might like to see it...
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PROPHECY - MIXTURE: 

 

[Original URL was from: emisrael.info/Site/Prophecy/]

 

A Call to Holiness - No Mixture Mix no more the drink of harlots for this is the cup of staggering wherein you have mixed a little of you in with Me.

I have called for holiness, separation and yet too many continue to mix a little of this with a little of that.

All around I hear those who say that it is ok to mix for the sake of oneness.

Do you not understand that when you mix red with white you get orange. 

Orange is not red and orange is not white but a mixture. 

Compromise is the orange that I have seen amongst my Church.

You are not the painter but I Am.

I have chosen red, my blood, as my color of unity.

Therefore when I call for separation do not argue with me but yield to My Word 

and My Ways and do as I have commanded.

I never called you to marry in mixture or to blend doctrines of men with My ways.

Every where I look I see those who try to mix the purity of my Word with their interpretations.

A mental and intellectual thing this is and it is an abomination in my sight.

It is no sacrifice at all to yield to doctrines of flesh and demons.

This is the work of the spirit of this world which seeks to cover the truth through mixture. 

Even to Me he spoke truth mixed with a lie.

"Turn this to bread" and "jump from here" all truth mixed with lies.

Listen to those who speak from platforms they have raised up speaking half truths to justify the way they live and even to justify their ministries.

Prophets now run to mix themselves with Me and from them comes the smoke of confusion. 

Even now this smoke gathers around My people to confuse them as they seek to see me and to hear from me. 

Some even confuse this smoke for my Fire.

It is only a deception built to lift the prophets and not My Name and My Ways. 

Too many have sought a Word from these prophets who use a gift to their own end.

This is because my people refuse to commit the time to seek Me.

My people do you not see that they are but I AM.

Now is the time for you to pull away from the brew of wizards and witches who have flown into My house.

Can you not open Me the Book and see the truth that you need to live by and to walk by?

You spend no time with Me or to study my Word and yet you run to meetings to hear from these who will not speak the truth for fear of not getting invited back for another offering.

Prophets now stand in churches refusing to reveal the sin I show them because of fear of man when they should fear only Me the Living God.

What foolishness have you begun and who has bewitched you?

See clearly now.

Thieves come and steal from those that I have called and sent and yet my people continue to give without regard for my Will and the ones that I have chosen.

I have turned this to good for I have found out who are Mine and who belong to themselves.

Those who are Mine have stood for Me even when they have had nothing. 

They have refused to curse but only bless when they are denied and accused by those who steal positions and provision.

Some have been called to give and have been faithful while others have made excuses after I spoke to them about how much and to whom to give.

All of this has been caused by mixture.

A dash of your reasoning added to My instructions has produced a curse in you.

Now many stand and wonder where the blessing went.

I never called you to give only when it didn’t hurt.

I called you to give and make of it a sacrifice yet you changed the way and produced a curse in your house.

Now mixture abounds in the minds of men for they have become double minded and unstable.

Now I will reward each man according to his own deeds for truth has arrived in the place of a lie and all is revealed before Me.

Even now I call for you to repent and change your ways but I will not strive with your flesh forever.

How many die because my chosen cannot do what I the Lord sent them to do because they lack provision in the battle while my church sits in ease?

What have I called for you to sacrifice and what broken legged lamb, diseased, have you brought me?

Seek out the truth of purity until you have found it and it rules you and your house.

Did I not command you to be Holy even as I AM Holy.

Mixture must go and repentance must come before I come.

I desire to hear the sounds of weeping amongst my people that I might pour out upon them the oil of gladness.

I Am calling priests and people to their knees before I come for I desire that none should be lost.

Will you loose your soul in exchange for your wisdom and ways which fight and quench My Spirit?

To return unto Me you must find My Path and walk in the narrow way of Me rather the wide ways of self.

Repent then My Priest, My Prophets, and My people before the great and terrible Day of Yahweh for soon I come to judge the quick and the dead.

Even now I sit looking into the Valley of Decision begging Mine to Repent.

Gates open and gates close in this hour that none can see so beware of the choices you make in the days ahead.

For everywhere you seek to protect yourself with your reasoning you are denying Me.

Some gates will never open again and many will find themselves trapped.

Delusion grasps at the minds of many and prevents them from repentance for self blinds the spirit and locks the gate.

I call all to separation, Holiness!!!

Remove the mixture of the enemy from before me that I might not smell the smoke of your confusion but rather that I might smell the sweet smoke of the incense of your prayers.

I stand at the gate of your heart now and wait upon you but know that I the Lord will not forever strive with man for even now it is my day and the evening comes.

For My Day will come as dripping darkness upon the land.

Before your own mind and others you might justify yourself but before me no man is justified unless he is washed in the blood of my Son that comes only when you REPENT.
-~-

Thought provoking article…Contemporary Options Concerning "Israel"
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–[NOTE: The URL to this article below was sent to me earlier this week in an Email. While I haven’t had the time yet to read the article slowly and in more depth to be able to say I’m 100% in agreement with all the observations / conclusions that are presented here….Yet, what I did read was very interesting and thought provoking, and should move us to prayer about some serious issues of digression in the Messianic movement and the Gentile-Christian Churches today away from a sound Biblical view, while also (in this article) looking at some positive aspects. – This will perhaps be the last in a series of several Emails I’ve both done and forwarded on these subjects for quite some time now, concerning both the Messianic-movement & the Gentile-Churches, in these End-Times/Last-Days of “Laodicea”, of: False dogma and false doctrines, digressions from and additions to the Written Word of Elohim/God YHVH, and heresy and apostasy that is all to prevalent today in general! – My hope and belief is that for those who have a teachable spirit, and yet are on the fence…is to keep them from falling into a ditch. And that they have been given enough information in these series of articles/Emails to warn them both what to be on the lookout for, and for a direction to steer them clear of oh so many falsehoods that are everywhere today. –  May YHVH in Yeshua Messiah Hu YAH HaDavar shel Elohim grant Wisdom and Discernment from Above to those who lack It.

Shalom;

________________________________________

POSTED 28 JANUARY, 2009 – Two House News Network ~ Tribulation News Network

Contemporary Options Concerning "Israel"

- http://tnnonline.net/two-housenews/judah/options-israel/index.html 
by J.K. McKee
editor@tnnonline.net

Our theology as the emerging Messianic movement regarding Israel is often a series of assumptions, rather than a series of well thought out postulations with detailed Biblical support. We assume that all Believers are a part of the Commonwealth of Israel. We assume that all Believers are to keep the Torah. We assume that everyone knows about the prophesied restoration of Israel, something that involves Judah, scattered Israel/Ephraim, and the nations. We assume that everyone knows what we are talking about.

Assumptions are not always bad. When we read the Holy Scriptures, we often bring assumptions about God, His love, and His relationship to us to the Biblical text—all based on our experiences with Him. Some of these assumptions are confirmed in our reading, some of them are challenged and refined, and some of them are proven wrong. One of the biggest assumptions that can get challenged when reading the whole Bible is seeing that when the Messiah came, His intention was not to come and start a different “Church” as a second group of elect, but instead bring Israel into its fullness. Few, sadly, can make the connections between the following verses:

“I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Matthew 16:18).

“I will restore the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes of Israel and will rebuild them as they were at first” (Jeremiah 33:7).

In Matthew 16:18, the clause that is frequently translated “I will build My church” is oikodomēsō mou tēn ekklēsian. In Jeremiah 33:7, the Lord says of Israel, u’benitim, which was translated in the Septuagint as kai oikodomēsō autous. The Hebrew verb banah was rendered by the Greek verb oikodomeō, which can mean both “build” or “rebuild” (HALOT, 1:139; BDAG, 696), and it is frequently noted that ekklēsia or “church” has connections with Ancient Israel (K.L. Schmidt, in TDNT, pp 397, 399). It is unavoidable that the same exact verb, oikodomēsō (first person singular, future active), appears in both Matthew 16:18 and the LXX of Jeremiah 33:7. It is not at all difficult to see that Matthew’s Gospel makes a connection between Yeshua’s declaration and the prophesied restoration of Israel.

For a number of years now in the 2000s, many of us have known things like these, and they have confirmed convictions that the Lord has shown us, as He has led many people into the Messianic movement and our numbers have swelled considerably. But in our interactions with others, our assumptions often get in the way, and we often fail to consider that in the wider world of theology not everyone may share our convictions about God’s people, Israel, and what appears to be happening in this hour. Even among those who share a great number of our convictions about the relevancy of the Torah, there is variance about the prophecies of Israel’s restoration. And, even among those who share similar points of view about the prophecies of Israel’s restoration, there is a variance of opinion about how the Messianic movement should look, function, and develop for the future.

I would like to take a moment and briefly summarize some of the options we have before us concerning “Israel.” Knowing about these can affect how we interact with various theologians, pastors, and Messianic teachers today. Knowing about these can also affect how we need to refine our vision and mission as a Messianic community that possesses a great deal of potential to make a difference not only in seeing Jewish people come to faith in Yeshua, but also in seeing Christians return to a fuller understanding of the Bible:

Dispensationalism is the most common approach found today among evangelical Christians in their approach to Israel. It advocates that God has two groups of elect: Israel and the Church. Because the Jewish people largely rejected the Messiah in the First Century, God’s plan was to put Israel on hold so He could build a Christian Church that would be responsible for spreading the gospel to the far reaches of the Earth. Once the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:24), and all the Gentiles who are supposed to be saved are saved (Romans 11:25), the pre-tribulation rapture will come. The Church will be removed and God will immediately be concerned about Israel again.

Pros: Dispensationalists recognize that God’s promises and covenants with Israel are eternal. Dispensationalists are some of the strongest Christian supporters of today’s State of Israel.

Cons: Dispensationalists often advocate that the only Scriptures relevant to non-Jewish Believers today are those books of the Bible which solely concern the Gentiles, meaning at best the New Testament, but in many cases only the Pauline Epistles. This leaves the Old Testament largely unaddressed. Likewise, much of the Christian support of Israel by dispensationalists is only to accelerate the timing of end-time prophecies, intending to make the pre-tribulation rapture sooner rather than later.

Replacement Theology is a frequently advocated approach found today among some evangelical Christians, but is much more common with the historic churches that stem from the Reformation. Its approach is that because of the Jewish people’s rejection of the Messiah in the First Century, God has transferred Israel’s promises to the Church. Various Old Testament prophecies that would appear to concern an Israel blessed by Him and/or regathered back to a physical Promised Land, are often spiritualized or allegorized and applied to the Church as Israel as ceased to be a nation with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 C.E.

Pros: This perspective actually tends to have a much higher view of the Old Testament than dispensationalism in a Christian’s approach to God. Reformed theology has historically advocated that the moral law of the Pentateuch applies to Christians today, and are staunch critics of dispensationalists dividing up the Bible between Israel and the Church. Many accuse dispensationalists as being directly responsible for the low morality present in today’s Christian Church, because of a wide dismissal of the Old Testament.

Cons: Advocates of replacement theology often spiritualize texts of the Old Testament that should be applied literally. Advocates of replacement theology see no Biblical support for the founding of the modern State of Israel (although they would often advocate that Israel does have a right to exist as a modern-day democracy and/or as an ally of the United States.)

Messianic Judaism largely advocates what can be designated as a Commonwealth of Israel-Beta perspective regarding Israel. It considers that God’s promises toward Israel have remained in force in spite of how many Jewish people have rejected Yeshua as Messiah. This is evidenced in His preservation of the Jewish people in the Dispersion, and the terrible hardships that they have had to endure like the pograms or the Holocaust, and how the State of Israel was miraculously founded in 1948. Messianic Jews often see themselves as the “middle men” who sit between Israel and the Christian Church, being members of the Church because of their faith in Yeshua, but still retaining membership in Israel because of their Jewishness. Gentile Christians are a part of the Commonwealth of Israel, meaning that the Church is connected to Israel, but this is to be seen as a commonwealth not unlike the British Commonwealth of Nations, where Canadians and Australians retain their political sovereignty and their own national identity.

Pros: The Commonwealth of Israel-Beta approach present in Messianic Judaism has helped expose many Christians to the Hebraic Roots of their faith, and the rich faith heritage they have in Judaism. It has rightly shown that Jewish Believers can still be Jewish, even if they profess a faith in Jesus, and has also rightly combated a great deal of Christian anti-Semitism. It has encouraged today’s Church to support Israel and the Jewish people, and be interested in the message of things like the Passover.

Cons: The Commonwealth of Israel-Beta approach present in Messianic Judaism often operates a two-tiered system of Jewish Believers being superior to non-Jewish Believers. Equality between all Believers is often not something widely emphasized. Non-Jewish Believers who are a part of Messianic Jewish congregations are often limited in the amount of ministry they receive. In some extreme cases this has caused non-Jewish Believers to convert to Judaism, leaving Messiah Yeshua in the process.

Much of Messianic Judaism is lacking in its overall Biblical Studies for a movement that is now over forty years old.

The One Law sector of the independent Messianic movement advocates what can be designated as a Commonwealth of Israel-Alpha approach toward Israel. While Messianic Judaism has rightly emphasized that Jewish Believers can still be Jewish, and has done a significant degree of good, it is entirely wrong to insist that non-Jewish Believers cannot be their equals in the Messianic movement. All of God’s Torah is for all of His people (Exodus 12:49; Leviticus 24:22, et. al.). Being a part of the Commonwealth of Israel is not like being a New Zealander whose monarch sits half way across the globe in Great Britain, but is rather like being a citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the Commonwealth of Kentucky—a citizenship that is the same for all who reside in the Kingdom of God. The Commonwealth of Israel is the ekklēsia. The Jewish people are surely to be honored for their role as the leaders of Israel, but not at the exclusion of others.

Pros: The Commonwealth of Israel-Alpha approach present within the One Law sector of the independent Messianic movement has rightly emphasized that there are no two peoples of God. All of God’s people are going to be held to the same Torah standard. The inequalities that often manifest in Messianic Judaism are non-Biblical and deter the mission of God in the world. No non-Jewish Believer should have to “convert” to partake of the richness of God’s Torah.

Cons: The Commonwealth of Israel-Alpha approach, because of its emphasis on God’s Torah, will sometimes not emphasize the gospel message of salvation enough. This has most frequently manifested in calling itself the “Torah movement,” perhaps over and against the “Messianic movement.”
The One Law sub-movement, similar to Messianic Judaism, is lacking in its overall Biblical Studies. It also tends to attract a great deal of theological fundamentalism and/or harsh criticism toward the ills of the Christian Church. The One Law sub-movement often tends to take a very hyper-conservative approach toward issues of modernity and post-modernity, if not being somewhat reactionary and isolationist.

The Two-House movement has arisen over the past decade or so to answer more specific questions as to why many non-Jewish Believers have been led into the Messianic movement. Is this happening simply because Israel is supposed to be a light to the nations? While we are all a part of the Commonwealth of Israel, could more be going on? The Two-House movement advocates that a large number of non-Jewish Believers (if not all) in today’s Messianic movement are a part of returning Ephraim, the scattered Northern Kingdom of Israel taken into Assyrian captivity 2,700 years ago. It advocates that we must look to the prophecies of Israel’s restoration to fully understand what the Father is doing in this hour.

Pros: The Two-House movement rightly asks the larger Messianic world to address prophecies like Ezekiel 37:15-28, and others, which detail a greater restoration of Israel that involves more than just the Jewish people. It rightly asks the larger Messianic world to consider why many non-Jewish Believers are being led into Messianic congregations and live a Torah lifestyle.

Cons: The Two-House movement tends to place one’s “Israelite identity” as being superior to one’s salvation in Messiah Yeshua. Some advocates have fallen for pseudo-history that attempts to trace the ancestry of the Ten Lost Tribes. The Two-House movement is not as strong as it may think it is on exegeting various prophecies of Israel’s restoration, being guided more by emotionalism and less by objectivity. The Two-House movement has attracted a great deal of theological fundamentalism, as well as sensationalistic teachings that have nothing to do with what the Biblical text tells us of Israel’s restoration. It often encourages a-traditional forms of Torah observance that unfairly deride much Jewish tradition. Because of these unfortunate occurrences, most of Messianic Judaism stay completely away from the subject matter.

What we are likely to see the emergence of in the next decade in the Messianic world is what could be termed Egalitarian Messianic Judaism, a synthesis of the strengths those who have preceded it. Its rallying cry will be verses such as Ephesians 2:11-12; Galatians 3:28; and Exodus 19:5-6. All Believers, whether Jewish or non-Jewish, are a part of the Commonwealth of Israel. All Believers, regardless of ethnicity or gender, are equal members of the Body of Messiah with an unbelievable call upon their lives to serve Him. An egalitarian Messianic Judaism will recognize the Jewish leadership of Israel (Matthew 23:2-3; Romans 3:2; 11:29), and appropriate the best of halachah that the Messianic movement’s Jewish pioneers brought us, while not excluding non-Jewish Believers from teaching or leadership. It will not be fearful of addressing the Two-House issue, provided that it is done within the framework of unfulfilled prophecy and not some kind of lost “identity.” It will also extend a much greater position to women than has been seen in any sector of the Messianic movement to date. It will have an engaged Biblical scholarship that respects the work of our Jewish and Christian forebearers. It will represent the major characteristics of Chapter 2 in the development of the Messianic movement.

Pros: Equality for all Believers within the Commonwealth of Israel will be emphasized. Traditional forms of Torah observance will be encouraged and balanced, avoiding the extremes of either Karaitism or ultra-Orthodox Judaism. Issues that have been avoided by Messianics in their Biblical Studies will no longer be avoided, and the good things brought forward by Christianity will not be disrespected with “Church bashing” strongly discouraged and spoken against. It will deal honestly with questions asked by verses like Romans 9:6.

Cons: An egalitarian Messianic Judaism will face a great deal of opposition in getting started. It will need to have a much more professional clergy and leadership than has been thusfar seen in the wider Messianic world. It will need to be engaged with both contemporary Biblical scholarship and society at large. It will need to stand in support of the Jewish people, but also encourage interfaith dialogue with the Church. It will be difficult for it to stand steadfast in moderating some of the extremism that has marked our larger faith community. It will also face some harassment for giving women a larger role within the assembly.

Having considered these contemporary options concerning “Israel,” where might you fit? Is what you believe even listed? How might we refine where we find ourselves today, in an effort to be vastly improved tomorrow? Regardless of if you agree or disagree with any or all of the options available, we do have much on our plate to discuss in the days ahead—so rather than just assuming things about Israel, we can begin to substantiate them with Biblical evidence. I look forward to the discussions in the future, as many of us do all share the goal of improving ourselves in order to achieve God’s objectives!

J.K. McKee (B.A., University of Oklahoma; M.A., Asbury Theological Seminary) is the editor of TNN Online (www.tnnonline.net) and is a Messianic apologist. He is author of several books, including: The New Testament Validates Torah, Torah In the Balance, Volume I, and When Will the Messiah Return?. He has also written many articles on the Two Houses of Israel and Biblical theology, and is presently focusing on Messianic commentaries on various books of the Bible.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard, Updated Edition (NASU), © 1995, published by The Lockman Foundation.
________________________________________

Thought For Today…

How can the Leaders of the Messianics and Christians expect the members of the Body of Messiah to walk in Sound Doctrine…When many, or even most, of their Leaders, for the sake of a unification-false-peace, will not stand up against false doctrine?

-The Above is taken from the final chapter of: The Odes Of Laodicea!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We as members of the Body of Messiah need to love and cherish ALL of God's Holy Word The Bible! [O.T.]: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe. The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Netuvim as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah [N.T.]: as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men. And then let Ruach HaKodesh [The Holy Spirit] of YHVH Elohim/God lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go. Only then will we be able to discern the words of all men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and give Him glory, - or are words that are empty and dry as a river-bed in a drought.
________________________________________
-~-

SHIPWRECKED FAITH - APOSTASY OF THE LAST DAYS
[image: image29.jpg]



–[NOTE: I ran across this Email yesterday that I was sent in 2003. While I had saved it, I guess I hadn’t read it closely enough, for it speaks very clearly of many things that were problems in 2003, but that now are way out of hand today! – While this article’s focus is mainly from a Messianic perspective on certain parts of the “Messianic movement”; however: Many of these types of things are also problems in certain parts of the “Gentile-Churches” as well. - I hope you’d prayerfully read and consider what this article is warning about!]…

{NOTE: In the following article, the KJV has been used instead for the verses originally quoted in the article. The verses are using the English word ‘Messiah’ for the Greek translation ‘Christ’ of the Hebrew word ‘Mashiach, which means ‘Annointed’ in Hebrew; and are also using His Hebrew Name ‘Yeshua’ for the English Name ‘Jesus’ which is from the Greek transliteration of His Name, which in Hebrew means ‘Salvation’. Also ‘Spirit’ is used as more literal to the Greek, where the old-English uses ‘Ghost’; and ‘YHVH’ where the Hebrew has It so in Tanakh, as is noted in the KJV by using ‘the-LORD’. - My-(Tshuvah)-Comments in the article are in {}’s, and are given for clarification or further notes on the subject.}
________________________________________

Shipwrecked Faith: Apostasy of the Last Days

POSTED 01 NOVEMBER, 2003

by Mikhel and Sharra Badgley - mikhael@dehrechhatorah.com

The Apostolic Scriptures warn in the latter days before the man of lawlessness or anti-messiah is revealed, first the apostasy would come. Are we witnessing this end-time phenomenon take place in our midst?

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away -(apostasy) first, and that man of sin -(LAWlessness) be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”

During the past few years, various leaders within the Messianic/Hebraic community have departed from faith in Messiah Yeshua. As these leaders turned aside from Messiah, they influenced their congregations and those who subscribe to their teachings. Many have followed suit and joined with these leaders to depart from faith and turn aside from their Salvation. In the coming days, before the return of Messiah Yeshua, this departure from faith will continue to increase as it has been declared within the Apostolic Scriptures that such things will take place in the last days. Just as the Holy One of Israel has servants who prepare the way for His return by proclaiming His Word and declaring His Salvation, the man of lawlessness has workers of iniquity, deceptive spirits, and doctrines, which help prepare for his arrival by deceiving and drawing people away from faith in Messiah Yeshua and His Word. It is an alarming trend within the Messianic/Hebraic community that leaders are departing from fundamental understandings of the Scriptures, rejecting sound doctrine, and presenting an influx of what is simply the doctrine of demons (1 Timothy 4:1). These leaders are experiencing shipwrecked faith and they continue to upset the faith of others by relying on and promoting strange doctrines which lead away from Salvation in Messiah Yeshua and depart from His Word.

In the first century, Paul made several missionary journeys outside of The Land of Israel in order to share the basar, the gospel or good news, of salvation and atonement through Messiah Yeshua. He planted several assemblies, encouraged the overseers and penned several letters, which have spoken to many generations since Paul originally wrote them. In his journeys, Paul established an assembly at Ephesus and sent his close companion Timothy to counter the false teachings within the assembly and to serve as a leader and strengthen the people. A close look at Paul's letters within 1 & 2 Timothy, will reveal that our generation within the Messianic/Hebraic community faces the same difficulties as the 1st Century assembly at Ephesus such as: the embracing of Gnosticism, esoterical and false doctrines, corrupted forms of Judaism, unqualified leadership, disorder within assemblies, and the love for money and materialism.

Paul encouraged Timothy to stand firm in his faith and instructed him on how to recognize and respond to the false teachers and strange doctrines that was creeping into the assembly. Paul speaks of those who experienced shipwrecked faith, as these people rejected sound doctrine within the Scriptures.

1 Timothy 1:18-20

“This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck: Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.”

2 Timothy 2:15-18

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.”

In our day, we are witnessing those who experience shipwreck from their faith in Messiah Yeshua. This departure from faith did not happen overnight but is the result of a gradual progression away from sound doctrine. People who formally accepted atonement and remission of sin through the atoning work of Messiah Yeshua have rejected the Blood of His Covenant. Some have converted to Orthodox Judaism, become enchanted with Chasidic Judaism, or have developed a quasi-Ephramite theology apart from faith and salvation in Messiah Yeshua. Others embrace the Gnostic view of pleroma, which is the state of God and man being indistinguishable. In this post-modern world, man has become his own god.

Holman's Bible Dictionary defines apostasy as "the act of rebelling against, forsaking, abandoning, or falling away from what one has believed."[1] New Webster's Dictionary defines apostasy as an "abandonment of what one has professed; a total desertion or departure from one's faith, principles, or party."[2] Apostasy is a derivative of the Greek word apostasia that means "to stand away from." This Greek word occurs twice in the Apostolic Scriptures. In Acts 21:21 Paul is erroneously charged with teaching the Jews who lived among the Gentiles to depart from faith (apostasia) in Moses or more specifically, the Torah. In 2 Thessalonians 2:3, Paul foretells a latter day departure from faith (apostasia) that would occur before the anti-messiah or man of lawlessness is revealed. In these last days of apostasy, fundamentals of faith and salvation will continue to be attacked, truth will be rejected, and falsehood embraced before the revealing of the man of lawlessness.

The attack on the fundamental understandings

This article is not designed to address the validity and infallibility of the Apostolic Writings, as much as it is to demonstrate the various points of attack that the Enemy has used and is using to undermine the faith of many. However, the Apostolic Writings are the foremost area attacked, because if one could dispose of faith in these writings, the other areas (Messiah Yeshua's blood atonement, deity, virgin birth, resurrection) would be easily discounted.

Messiah Yeshua gave us the following parable that demonstrates the fragility of the Word and the human heart. It is not that the Word is fragile, but that it, like any seed, requires the right condition in which to grow and then to eventually bear fruit. Again, the right condition is not just sun, water, and good soil, but also the lack of rocky terrain and thorns. The rocky terrain and thorns would be any other message that pollutes, corrupts, or contaminates the pure Word of the Holy One.

Luke 8:11-15

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.”

In a sporting event, such as football or basketball, one of the goals for an opposing team and its coach is to disrupt the other team's strategy. The one team has had a plan from the beginning of the game, if which they are able to follow, as their coach has shown, will enable them to be victorious over their opponent. In order to counter this well-conceived plan, the other team will change defensive and offensive schemes to catch the first team unaware. Sometimes, the first team will then take their mind and eyes off of their coach's plan because they think that it will not work or that it is flawed in the face of the opponents' game plan. The players, disregarding their coach, try to come up with their own impromptu plan.

This is similar to that of the modern believer throwing out the Apostolic Writings (New Testament) because of erroneous beliefs. Some insist, that these writings had to originally be written in Hebrew, that they cannot be reconciled with the writings of the TaNaKh (Old Testament), or that they cannot answer basic questions from anti-missionary groups. Many are taking their eyes away from their coach (Messiah Yeshua) and His Word. At the end of the game, they will discover their plans have failed and the adversary has defeated them.

The enemy of our souls has a desire to shake everyone from their faith in Messiah Yeshua. The best way to do this is to discount or discredit the Writings which speak of His coming, sacrifice, resurrection, and plan for our lives. The attack on the original Greek manuscripts has caused many to doubt the inerrancy and inspiration Apostolic Scriptures. All it takes is a little doubt, a little leaven, to be introduced and all can be ruined. The remedy for the introduction of leavening in the batch is to quickly remove it. It is when it is left unchecked that it leavens the whole loaf (I Cor. 5:6-7). Likewise, to leave doubt unchecked can cause a ruined belief system. Please understand that doubt is natural and that nobody should feel any condemnation if they have doubts about what they believe. Believers should not let the doubts lay unattended, but should examine everything in the light of Scripture. Thus, the believer not only will be acting as a good and noble Berean (Acts 17:11) but will be taking captive every thought to make it obedient to Messiah (2 Cor. 10:5).

Influx of Strange Doctrines

Another emerging trend within the last days is the increase of occultist arts. Society as a whole has embraced the occult and rejected the Word of God. This has infiltrated even Messianic/Hebraic assemblies under the guise of Jewish mysticism or kabbalah. During the Middle Ages, when kabbalah became popular among Jewish mystics, traditional Judaism rejected the strange doctrines. In the latter days, kabbalah has been repackaged and marketed under the guise of "new" revelation and "secret" wisdom and gullible believers have swallowed the strange doctrines and many have departed from faith in Messiah Yeshua. Paul warned us that such things would take place:

1 Timothy 4:1-2

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;”

Why would people embrace strange doctrines and depart from what is clearly presented in the Scriptures? Sadly, many are not content with the simplicity of faith in Messiah Yeshua and the salvation and atonement He provides. They seek "deeper things" and "secret" understandings. Some seek to have their "ears tickled" as Paul has written:

2 Timothy 4:3-4

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

Kabbalah (Qabala) is the mystical and esoterical body of writings that were recorded in the 12th century in Spain. The word kabbalah is formed by the Hebrew letters Qaf, Beit, and Lamed and means to "receive or accept."[3] The author of the main kabbalist text, the Zohar-Book of Splendor, is disputed and Rabbi Joseph Telushkin presents: "The most famous work of kabbalah, the Zohar, was revealed to the Jewish world in the thirteenth century by Moses De Leon, who claimed that the book contained the mystical writings of the second-century rabbi Simeon bar Yochai. Almost all modern Jewish academic scholars believe that De Leon himself authored the Zohar, although many Orthodox kabbalists continue to accept De Leon's attribution of it to Simeon bar Yochai." [4]

Two other kabbalistic texts include the The Sepher Yitzirah, or "book of creation," and the Sepher Bahir, or "brilliant." [5]

Should we study from this mystical body of writings? Could it be dangerous?

In the Middle Ages, certain Jewish mystics warned that kabbalah was not intended for everyone, but rather a select few who were "initiated" or "enlightened" and capable of receiving its wisdom. Some mystics warned that the Sefirotic Tree of kabbalah also had a demonic parallel tree. It was considered dangerous for the average person to journey in kabbalah because they might tap into the wrong power. Kabbalah teachers of today (within the Messianic/Hebraic world) would lead people to believe there is a difference between "Hermetic (occult) kabbalah" and "Biblical kabbalah" but this is simply not so. They have presented a syncretism of kabbalah with Torah and the sowing of false doctrines has damaged the faith of those who once trusted in Messiah Yeshua for salvation. Kabbalah is one and the same as evidenced by the usage of the Seifirotic Tree and the common terminology. Messianic/Hebraic teachers that promote kabbalah do not warn people of the dangers of occult and the possible demonic connections. They simply sell more materials under the guise of "new revelation" or "secret insight" which is tragic. With all things, we must inspect the fruit. Many people who are teaching or studying kabbalah are not exhibiting good fruit.

Even though kabbalah was formally published in the Middle Ages, its {false spiritual}-origins are from old. It might even be able to be traced right back to the very beginning with the Tree of Knowlege of Good and Evil. Although many would state the Seifirotic Tree is the Tree of Life, this is not the case. The Torah is the Tree of Life. Interestingly enough, the middle pillar of the Sefirotic Tree is known as the tree of knowlege. Why do people desire to study all the mysteries within kabbalah? Are they not satisfied with their Scriptures? Sadly, men want to know the secrets of the universe. Mankind wants to be like God. Mankind does not want to humble themselves and become servants. Mankind does not want to have child-like faith. Things really have not changed much since the beginning.

Genesis 3:1-5; 13

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which YHVH God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. - And YHVH God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”

The adversary is quite busy in our day deceiving people and many go astray. We surely must be careful what fruit we partake of.

The {False}-Concept of Metatron and Greater and Lesser Yahweh

Some Messianic/Hebraic teachers choose to redefine the nature of Messiah Yeshua in a manner that is not consistent with the Scriptures. They present interpretations that are quite similar to that of Joseph Smith of Mormonism, because the false teachings share the same root of kabbalah. Smith founded the largest cult in America with his departure from Scripture and embracing of strange doctrines, and we can recognize the same false teachings and cult-like behavior within certain Messianic/Hebraic circles of our day.

Smith began studying under Alexander Neibaur, a European Jew in 1841. Neibaur possessed many kabbalistic works and shared them with Smith as the false prophet was emerging on the American frontier. Smith adopted many kabbalistic understandings and even quoted almost word-for-word from the Zohar in his greatest sermon "The King Follet Discourse" which he delivered before 10,000 people in 1844.

Modern scholars recognize the link between the teachings of Smith and kabbalah. Harold Bloom, a prominent scholar and professor at Yale connects the doctrines of Joseph Smith with kabbalistic interpretations of God: ‘Enoch-Metatron may be regarded as the authentic angel of America, which was initially the insight of the Mormon prophet, seer, and revelator Joseph Smith, who identified himself with Enoch.’ [6]

Bloom recognizes the syncretism of kabbalistic thoughts with Mormon doctrine and the impact that Joseph Smith had on religious thought in America: ‘What is clear is that Smith and his apostles restated what Moshe Idel, our great living scholar of Kabbalah, persuades me was the archaic or original Jewish religion. My observation certainly does find enormous validity in Smith's imaginative recapture of crucial elements, elements evaded by normative Judaism and by the Church after it. The god of Joseph Smith is a daring revival of the god of some of the Kabbalists and Gnostics, prophetic sages, who like Smith himself, asserted that they had returned to the true religion.’ [7]

During the Middle Ages, the concept of Greater and Lesser Yahweh emerged among a sect of Merkabah Mystics. The sages within traditional Judaism denounced the idea as heresy. - Elisha ben Abuyah was a mystic who claimed to have a vision of Heaven and saw Metatron on the throne. He concluded: "Perhaps there are two Gods in Heaven" and he was recorded in the Talmud as being heretical. [8]

Should we accept a kabbalistic interpretation of the Holy One of Israel that has been considered heresy by traditional and orthodox Jewish thought and cannot be substantiated from Scripture? The false prophet Joseph Smith touted these same kabbalistic interpretations as he developed what grew to be the largest cult in America. The Apostle Peter warned of the false prophets, false teachers and destructive heresies that depart from the Scriptures:

2 Peter 2:1-3

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. ¶ And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.”

As the assembly in Ephesus was bombarded with strange doctrines and false teachers, Paul encouraged Timothy to remember his foundation of the Scriptures. Paul did not exhort Timothy to seek out strange and esoterical doctrines.

2 Timothy 3:13-17

“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Messiah Yeshua. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”

The {False}-Concept of Adam Kadom

Another kabbalistic understanding embraced by Joseph Smith and promoted with Messianic/Hebraic circles of our day is the concept Adam Kadom. This view is erroneously attributed to the Holy One of Israel as Messiah Yeshua. One Hebraic teacher defines Adam Kadom as the: ‘Anthropomorphic allusion to Vast Face as the Celestial Man "created (i.e. World of B'riyah) in the image of Elohim"; depicted in Merkabah literature as riding upon the Celestial Chariot, or seated upon the Throne of El Shaddai. Adam, as the archetype of the first man in the Garden of Eden, reflects the male aspect of Small Face in the Lower World of Yetzirah, with Chawah (Eve) representing the feminine aspect of Small Face as the energy of consciousness. With the allusion of the eating of the apple of the knowledge of good and evil, the action drops down into the World of Asiyah, and consciousness becomes dualistic.’ [9]

Adam Kadom is Divine Man or Anthropos, the primordial Adam of Kabbalism. Bloom, a classic Gnostic and a respected scholar, rejects the idea of the Creator-God of the Torah, the Creation accounts and the fall of man and describes rather succinctly the Gnostic view of Adam Kadom:‘ Ancient Jewish myths and theosophies had long anticipated Gnosticism, and these speculations were revived during the formative first century of Jewish Gnosticism. The most important of them concerned the original or Primordial Adam, the Anthropos, or Man, as Greek-speaking Jews called him, a being at once Adam and God, whose enormous body took up the entire cosmos, but who actually transcended the cosmos. Our world, even before it fell (or shrank into the Creation of Genesis 1) was actually contained inside the frame of Adam, Anthropos, Man, who was indistinguishable from God.’ [10]

Bloom quotes the ancient Hermetic Corpus, the writings of pagan Alexandrian Gnostics under Jewish kabbalistic influence to sum up the understanding of Adam Kadom: ‘The true Man is above even the gods, or at least fully their equal. After all, none of the celestial gods will leave the heavenly frontiers and descend to earth; yet Man establishes himself on high without leaving the earth, so far does his power extend. We must presume then to say that earthly Man is a mortal god, and that the celestial God is an immortal man.’ [11]

Although Messianic/Hebraic teachers use the concept of Adam Kadom to define and describe Messiah Yeshua, we discover through researching the works of scholars that this concept is quite heretical and does not line up with Scripture. This is the basis of Gnosticism and Mormonism and has led many to depart from Scripture. Many people who reject the Creator-God of Israel and His Word embrace this kabbalistic interpretation of Adam Kadom because it diminishes the God of Israel and elevates man as god. Although some Hebraic teachers would like to present the concept of Adam Kadom to define Messiah Yeshua, Kabbalists and Gnostics who vehemently deny salvation and atonement through Messiah Yeshua accept this very concept. After all, according to this line of thought man is god and does not have need of a Savior.

What can we do to stem the tide of apostasy?

One of the first things that each believer needs to do is to make certain that we are trusting in the plan of the Holy One. The Israelites which were about to enter into the Land of Promise continued speaking of Egypt in preferable and favorable terms. To be precise, they were beginning to refer to Egypt as the land which would flow with milk and honey: the very description that the Holy One gave of the Promised Land.

Please carefully read the next two passages of Scripture. Keep in mind that throughout the pages of the Bible, Egypt refers to a place of sin, bondage, and death.

Hebrews 3:7-12

“Wherefore (as the Holy Spirit saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.”

Isaiah 30:1-2

“Woe to the rebellious children, saith YHVH, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!”

It is clear from the above passages that we are to rely upon the Holy One for our provision: physical, emotional, and spiritual. We are to consult His Book and not anything from Babylon, Egyptian, Eastern, or Mystical sources. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) is the motto for our day. Nobody should take that to mean that the Holy Spirit is not needed. The phrase carries the implication that no other writings are needed to convey the message of salvation (2 Timothy 3:15).

From this point on, we must do several things, each of which with love and discernment from the Holy Spirit:

We must fight the good fight and proclaim the Word.

2 Tim. 4:7-8

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

We must occupy until He comes.

Luke 19:13b

…“Occupy -(can also mean: ‘do business with this’) till I come.”

We must contend for the faith.

Jude 1:3-4

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness –(lewdness) and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Yeshua Messiah.”

We must rebuke false teachers and false doctrines.

1 Timothy 5:19-20

“Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.”

We must protect the flock.

Acts 20:28-30

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

We must present our testimony.

Revelation 12:11

”And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

We must rely on the Anchor

We are living in the last days. Apostasy is rampant and will continue to wax worse. In the Dark Ages, men were ignorant of truth. In these latter days, men mock God and reject truth. Paul summed it up best:

2 Timothy 3:1-5, 7

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. - Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

If we do a quick survey of the world, we can witness moral filth and degradation, gross immorality and open denial of God and His Word. If we observe many of the mainstream Christian churches, we will find entertainment-centered, watered-down, feel-good theology that rejects the eternal Torah of God. If we observe the Messianic/Hebraic world, we will find various divisions and factions. Much of Messianic Judaism has created a two-class, dual covenant system that proclaims Torah is not for non-Jews. Many of those who accept a Two-House understanding of Israel have marginalized into extremes. The extremists promote faulty theology, false doctrines and exhibit poor scholarship. –{My note: I’d further qualify that, as there are now days several more different types of ‘Two-House’ & ‘One-House’ camps and teachings. While some ‘Two-House’ camps do not teach that about the Torah and non-Jews; yet even some of the ‘One House’ camps do teach that. – Sad to say: There are a lot more things out there now that we need discernment concerning then were around in 2003; and we can’t always go by their ‘labels’ anymore (including the ‘label’: Messianic!) to rely on in giving us an indication of just what they might believe!}

We have painted a bleak picture as we have presented an analysis of the current state of the world and the Body of Messiah but we are not without hope. The storms of the latter day apostasy are upon us. Many people are experiencing shipwrecked faith because they did not rely on the Anchor. Anchors are secure and stable and they prevent ships from drifting in the raging waters of storms. Those who are in Blood Covenant with Messiah Yeshua and rely upon the Word of God (Genesis to Revelation) will not be in danger of shipwrecked faith in the last days. He the Hope and the Anchor and all who trust in Him are secure.

Hebrews 6:18b-20

…we might have a strong consolation –(encouragement), who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Yeshua, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

Michael "Mikhael" and Sharra Badgley are the authors of the website Dehrech HaTorah-Path of the Torah (www.dehrechhatorah.com).
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Thought For Today…

How can the Leaders of the Messianics and Christians expect the members of the Body of Messiah to walk in Sound Doctrine…When many, or even most, of their Leaders, for the sake of a unification-false-peace, will not stand up against false doctrine?

-The Above is taken from the final chapter of: The Odes Of Laodicea!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
We as members of the Body of Messiah need to love and cherish ALL of God's Holy Word The Bible! [O.T.]: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe. The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Nevi’im as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah [N.T.]: as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men. And then let Ruach HaKodesh [The Holy Spirit] of YHVH Elohim/God lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go. Only then will we be able to discern the words of all men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and give Him glory, - or are words that are empty and dry as a river-bed in a drought.
_______________________________________
-end-
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9 In the beginning was the Davar/Word, and the Davar/Word was with Elohim/God, and the
Davar/Word was Elohim/God. The same was in the beginning with Elohim/God. All things were
made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the life
was the light of men. - vochanan/John 1:1-4.





