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What Are The Various Scriptural Models For Dealing With Problems In The Body Of Messiah?...
 
I believe this issue has become a problem for quite some time now in the Body of Messiah, in both Gentile Churches and Messianic Congregations, of misapplying how Scripture defines the ways we should be approaching and dealing with various contentions, and more serious matters, that arise amongst Believers in the Body of Messiah.

 

Many in the Body of Messiah today are being led to attend smaller Congregations or Home-Fellowships, like we see was done in the Book of Acts where they met in one anothers homes daily. This I believe is a very important move that YAH is doing today. We can see the benefits in developing a local more closely-knit community of Believers, rather than just casual once a week meetings at large and mega Congregations. Benefits seen in the smaller Fellowships both in our lives as adult Believers, and in how it benefits our children in them growing up seeing our Walk as Believers being lived out daily and on a more personal level; rather than them just seeing it being a walk geared to a once a week gathering at a large formal meeting. Yet we also note that Believers just didn’t only meet in the 1st Century A.D. in home fellowships; they also gathered in larger assemblies of Believers too -(also in the Temple, and even in synagogues, as we see Scripture and history tells us). Other reasons I believe that we are seeing the movement of Believers to smaller Congregational and/or Home-fellowships today, is that: This will be valuable, even necessary, as persecution of Believers increases here and across the world; and also because many/most of the larger/mega Churches have drifted so far away in their teachings and practices, that they are no longer preaching a Gospel that resembles the Bible; but rather they are promoting: A worldly mixture of the holy and the profane that is instead another-(false)-gospel...One that resembles all too clearly the lukewarm “Church of the Laodiceans” -(see: Rev.3:14-22)”.

 

This document addresses a serious area that I believe the Body of Messiah has digressed in from what Scripture instructs (whether willfully, or in ignorance, and/or through false/misapplied teachings on this subject). This is not just a problem and something that should have been corrected long ago in the larger/mega Churches; but it is also something that is vital both for our local/smaller gatherings, and for us as individual Believers in our lives, in that we walk in the guidelines that Scripture gives us – rather than in the dictates and teachings of man.

 

While Scripture gives us structure in Its guidelines to follow when these matters come up, yet those are supposed to be AFTER seeking YAH’s Will and praying for the direction of Ruach HaKodesh/(The Holy Spirit), in what to do or not do. And asking for Wisdom from Above and Discernment for what procedures in SCRIPTURE-(not from man!) we should or shouldn’t be doing in different situations that come up. Yet if one looks at even these Biblical guidelines as just a ‘formula’, using them apart from YAH’s direction and His Spirit leading, viewing them as just something to auto-implement by rote, then they too can harm a situation rather than helping it when they are being misapplied.

 

Let’s look at just a few of the very many supportive Scriptures on this subject, and then also see if we can note the Biblical-Hebraic models that were being used both in ancient Israel, and in the 1st Century AD Congregation(s) of Believers, that Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus) had left both them and us as instructions to follow. - Then let’s compare that with what is being ignored, misapplied, or all too often even misused today –(again: By those who are doing so either willfully, in ignorance, &/or due to misguided or false-teachings).

 

First: Let’s start at the Foundation for us as Believers; and then we’ll examine models of Judgment from lesser to greater examples…

 

FOUNDATIONAL #1:
AGAPE / Brotherly LOVE.
 

Mat 22: 37-40  Yeshua/(Jesus) said unto him, Thou shalt love YHVH/(the-LORD) thy Elohim/(God) with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Torah/(Law) and the Prophets.

Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

Joh 13:35  By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another.

Joh 15:12  This is My commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

Eph 4:2  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

1Jo 4:11  Beloved, if Elohim/(God) so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

Jas 2:8  If ye fulfil the royal Law according to the Scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:

 

AGAPE-LOVE: This is the greatest of the Fruits of the Spirit; and is from what all our actions and walk must spring. (Sometimes though what you’ll hear being said is: “If in doubt, always error on the side of love”. - Rather though we should: “Walk in Agape Love, and then pray one doesn’t enter into error”!!) As Yeshua/(Jesus) Messiah taught us: Loving Elohim/(God) with our whole self, and then our neighbor as ourself, are the two greatest commandments, and on these two hang-(suspend/hold-up) all the Torah and the Prophets. One who truly loves YHVH Elohim/(God) and their neighbor, will seek both to not be in sin, nor to be an offense to YHVH or their neighbor. If everyone deeply sought and moved in Agape Love from Above and so then in Brotherly love, the majority of problems we so often face would never even become serious problems nor escalate enough to even require even much attention at all.

 

FOUNDATIONAL #2:
BEING LED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT-(RUACH) OF YAH.
 

Eze 36:27  And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them.

Joh 7:24  Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.

Ro 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Messiah/(Christ) Yeshua/(Jesus), who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Ro 8:4-5  That the righteousness of the Torah/(Law) might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

1Co 2:10  But Elohim/(God) hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of Elohim/(God).

Ga 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

Ga 5:22-25 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Messiah’s/(Christ’s) have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Eph 4:23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

Eph 5:9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

 

Also vital and critical in importance is that we as Believers walk in and are being led of the Ruach-HaKodesh/(The Holy Spirit) of YHVH. Not only during corporate praise and worship, nor only in our prayer lives, but even at all times in our day to day mundane living and interactions. Again: If one or both parties who become ‘offended’ were walking closer in the Ruach/Spirit of YAH, then many things would never really become the serious issues that they do. For when one has set their affection on the things of YAH Elohim/God from Above, instead of on worldly/fleshly/carnal things, then the issues and problems that would normally offend our old/fleshly nature, aren’t seen as being near as critical to us as they were in the past. –  For those of us Believers that have drawn near to the Presence of YAH in the fellowship of Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus) in the Ruach/(Spirit). – Also: Walking in the Spirit, and being able to hear the Voice of YAH speaking to us in our spirits, we will have Discernment, and Wisdom from Above. - Not only on how to walk without offense, but to know what do do when offenses come, and so having Wisdom & Discernment from Above on what to do or not do when offenses do present themselves that need addressing. – And we will even have Discernment if it was a misunderstanding on our part, and so perhaps there really wasn’t an offense committed against you at all. - This is a vital step that it appears all to many circumvent in their walk;  and instead they just go right to some book, teaching of man, or a blueprint they’ve been taught as a formula. In this then they’re missing hearing first from YAH as to His direction and will. Excepting by God’s mercy: Just applying any principles (no matter how Biblical or right those principles may or may not be) by rote often has dire consequences. It’s not the formula that’s first; it’s Faith. It’s not the form that’s first; it’s the substance. –(And as in: Pr 25:11  “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” -  Even so then a word out of season is as rotten fruit.)- We need to first be able to hear from YAH what direction to go, what course to take, what principles may or may not apply, in each and every situation. – Both in dealing with sins against God’s Word and the Body of Believers in general, and in offenses against us personally.

 

FOUNDATIONAL #3:
FORGIVENESS.
 

Luke 17:3-4 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.

Ro 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

 

     [NOTE: We often hear taught the Matthew 18 principle; but there is not near as much teaching on the related parallel passage in Luke 17. I feel the Luke passage has some important aspects in it that should be looked at more closely.]

     This should go without saying: Forgiveness is vital and key. – And forgiveness and repentance halts any further action of ongoing offense being committed against oneself, or of hurt from things done in the past (that is if the offender repents and halts the offense; and if the offended forgives.). But where there is no repentance, nor any forgiveness, then other Scriptural procedures and actions come into play. – HOWEVER; again: >*IF*< it is not a gross violation of Torah/Scripture that is being refused to be repented of; and if you can simply forgive and forget the ongoing injustice, offense, or hurt being done to you, then the matter could be resolved and stopped in its tracks by that alone. (And some offenses are not necessarily a “sin” at all; but might be simply: Things done in ignorance with no malice intent; or done innocently but with an unknowing lack of regard for one’s feelings; or even just over sensitivity on your part in finding offense where there was none given at all.) – Yet various situations do need clarifying, but not to just simply put them all into the same formula-box. Biblical forgiveness is not like a certain sense of the Catholic “absolution”; nor is it necessarily exactly as taught in some of the other teachings of the Catholic Church; nor as in certain Protestant Churches’ understandings of it. – Also: Forgiveness of what someone has done to you, even if it hasn’t been repented of by the one doing the sinning -(you doing so so as to not put a stumbling block before their repenting, nor as allowing a hinderance before your walk)- is one thing…But that does not auto-grant forgiveness to the unrepentant sinner. – This could be a whole study in itself, as there are many teachings out there today that do not necessarily align with what Scripture has to say concerning forgiveness. [For example: Joh 20:23  Whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. – AND - 1Jo 5:16  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. – These portions of Scripture bring up a great many things that could be looked at that aren’t often taught today; or else are being taught incorrectly. - While these subjects are related to this article, yet they aren’t directly. So that would be a discussion for another time.] – But the bottom line is (Romans 12:18), and forgive.

 

JUDGMENT:
SCRIPTURAL PROCEDURES AND STEPS FOR DIFFERENT LEVELS & TYPES OF OFFENSES; both to self, fellow man, and against Scripture:
 

Even when both/all Believers love YHVH, and are wanting to walk in His Will and in their spirit according to His Spirit, and not in the flesh; yet: Offenses still arise at times. It is compounded when one or both of the parties are walking carnally to one degree or another in the flesh; or perhaps when one or both are new-Believers who haven’t yet matured much in Messiah Yeshua/(Jesus).

 

Let’s look at examples from Scripture on procedures for dealing with sin and offenses, starting from a lesser to a greater degree….

 

-JUDGMENT LEVEL ONE-
NOT CRITICAL, DOGMATIC, OR DISPUTABLE ISSUES, OR MISPLACED OFFENCE DUE ONLY TO METHOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES:
 

Romans 14:1-5 (And the whole chapter in context): ¶  Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for Elohim/(God) hath received him. Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for Elohim/(God) is able to make him stand. One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto The Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to The Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to The Lord, for he giveth Elohim/(God) thanks; and he that eateth not, to The Lord he eateth not, and giveth Elohim/(God) thanks….
 

One would think this is a no-brainer! – yet – failure to follow this portion of God’s Word, has resulted in even entire Congregations and parts of the Body of Messiah splitting up. And even entire Denominations splitting off and forming! Unless a ‘dogmatic’ issue is serious enough that it is sin or leading the Body into sin, then it should be simply overlooked and NOT be a reason to break fellowship, or even to argue about beyond loving discussion! – And there are a whole host of issues that fall into this category: Length of Tzitzit; color of the strands that go with the blue-thread of the Tzitzit; vegetarian of meat-eater; grape-juice or wine; and the list goes on and on almost unending! – And if their stance is weaker, but it is only dogmatic as per the above guidelines…so what! - Let it go! - You walk in those things that are you are led in; and let them walk as they are led. – It is a curious thing that in the Body today, all to often we’ll see division over non-critical dogmatic issues, even to a splitting up and disfellowship; yet there are gross major moral violations of Torah/Scripture often being done, and still those same peoples will tell you if you try and address those serious problems: “Judge not…”! – I think it is the enemy Satan who’d love to have the Body of Messiah in discord over non-issues, while they overlook major sins and offenses – don’t you agree?! – Bottom line is for these types of lesser things: No big deal, just let it go, don’t take offense where there is not an offense!

 
-JUDGMENT LEVEL TWO-
CIVIL/PROCEDURAL/MUNDANE MATTERS THAT HAVE OFFENDED:
 

1Cor 6:1-8 ¶  Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.

 

This Level Two course of action is related to Level One (above); in that if possible any “smallest matter” offenses should just be overlooked and forgotten: “…Why do ye not rather take wrong? Why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded...” – However: If the injured party, and/or both parties don’t agree to forget it -(and both parties may feel they’ve suffered some type of injury)- then these mundane/(pertaining to this life) smaller matters do need to be addressed; and also because there is (possibly) an offense of ‘defraud’ (Paul here saying: While it is a small matter, someone must not take advantage of the Brethren, even if they think it’s okay if they do so {even if by some self-justified technicality or whatever}). – But these matters are NOT to be Judged by a ‘heirarchy’ in a formal Beit-Din court, nor in a full Sanhedrin proceeding! - But rather in/with a more informal “least esteemed” Brethren sitting down and helping work it out with both parties. Paul is saying these things in the passage to their shame: Because Brotherly Love should have stepped in before it got to this point, so that both parties should have been able to work out their differences in mundane things pertaining to this life, and not resort to worldly or civil methods to solve disputes about things that are minor, even petty, or in things that should have less value to us as Believers –(as in things/matters where we’ve over-placed our affections on temporal things that perish.) – Examples: ‘He didn’t pay what I thought was fair; I don’t like the way they treated me in this or that business deal; they didn’t give me fair notice they were quiting; he didn’t pay me on time and so I’m seeking interest; and on and on these types of matters can crop up. – In Judaism this would be a low-level arbitration type of a ‘beit-din’. – But the bottom line for us as Believers in these types of matters then is: Forgive/overlook it if possible; but if not: Set down with some of the Brethren and work it out, don’t take it to a civil, nor even a formal Beit-Din, court.

 

-JUDGMENT LEVEL THREE-
SIN AGAINST ONESELF OR ANOTHER, PERSONAL OR AGAINST THE BODY, THAT IS NOT PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE:
(Qualified: Not horrific in nature to be for example ‘immediately life threatening’; and it could be reconciled with repentance/forgiveness.)
PART I: SOMEONE HAS SOMETHING AGAINST YOU / PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE OR NOT:
 

Mark 5:21-24 ¶  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there REMEMBEREST THAT THY BROTHER HATH OUGHT AGAINST THEE; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; FIRST BE RECONCILED TO THY BROTHER, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.

 

I put this (LEVEL 3) into two parts; as they are somewhat related I feel in that Mark 5 is somewhat like Matthew 18, but it is going in the other direction: It is if YOU’VE wronged someone…so this is more of a one-step procedure, since you are going to the person who has something against you, and are repenting right away -(but if you don’t do this, then steps one and two {and even a step three} would come against you.) – In other words: This is what the guilty party in Matthew 18 should do on their own. – And if not: Then Matthew 18, or even a Beit-Din or a Sanhedrin -(depending on if it was a private sin, or on what the type and/or severity of sin it was)- would be done on you if you failed to do Mark 5. – But that is about all the ways in that they are similar, as Matthew 18 addresses somewhat different issues and situations which it qualifies, than does Mark 5….

 

PART II: YOU HAVE SOMETHING AGAINST SOMEONE, IN THAT THEY’VE WRONGED YOU, OR THE BODY, AND NOT IN PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE:
 

Matthew 18:15-22 ¶  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in Heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them. ¶  Then came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

 

     Matthew 18, (along with hearing “Judge not”), is most of the time what one will hear from others as to what you should ALWAYS do in every situation; and so everything seems to get lumped into this category all to often. Or often it is labeled as a Matthew 18 offense and it really isn’t; or another type of Judgment procedure is mis-applied and mixed in with this Matthew 18 portion of Scripture, when it was not how this Scripture was intended to be used.

     In both Mark 5, and in Matthew 18, a sin is known by the offended to have been done by the offender. It isn’t that it has to be taken before a Beit-Din to establish IF it was sin; as the one sinned against KNOWS he was sinned against –(not like in cases where both parties feel they were offended and sinned against, and the guilty needs to be established)- and so the one sinning also SHOULD KNOW-(if admitted to themselves) that they've sinned. The context is also that this sin was in private, totally or at least to a great degree. Now: This I believe this could be a sin against oneself, or a sin against another, or even against the Body in general, but that isn't yet public knowledge (you know about it, and yet it isn’t common knowledge – common being semi-public or completely out in the open; hence: “go and tell him his fault between thee and him ALONE….”). So this could also cover situations where you become privately aware of a sin against another, or of someone doing a sin that is damaging to the Body in general, but this person’s sin isn’t in the open, or done publicly, nor common knowledge. The idea in Matthew 18 is to gain your Brother in their repentance before YAH of their sin; but NOT to get them to bow to you, or even to put them up to public shame; rather: This is an act of love and concern for the Body, including love for them-(him/her), in confronting this individual in their sin. – At these first steps, it must NOT be done outside of private communication, especially not by any means being made public at all, when following this procedure at its first approach. – But: If he/she will not repent, nor acknowledge and wrong/sin, then you take it again to them-(again in private; and certainly not making it public knowledge)-along with one or two more Believers present. – This still at this point is NOT a Beit-Din of two or three Judges, nor yet any type of Judgment (this is still giving a chance for their repentance); nor is it even by two or three witnesses who saw their sin; rather: Two-(one and you) or three who are there to witness, and to help establish along with you, when confronting them-(him/her) concerning their sin. – The context here then is 1st: If he “SHALL trespass”…this then is a given from the start that he/she did sin. And 2nd the context is to: Confront him/her in private in steps by: [a] one on one; and then the next step [b]: with yourself and one or two others. - Only AFTER THOSE STEPS will he/she be brought out in public, in the telling of the matter to the Congregation. – At this last stage with no repentance, this then could result in excommunication in  the most severe violations of Torah/Scripture for unrepentant horrific sin (even as a sin unto death); or perhaps it could result in a lesser shunning, or a dis-fellowship in an outside the camp type Judgment, until such time there was such a repentance. – But don’t forget: Even in the severe case (in 1 Corinthians) where the son was having relations with his step-mother, and Paul gave him over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh…yet even in that severe matter we see there was repentance, and Paul later said to receive him into fellowship again (2 Corinthians). –[NOTE: However it is important for us to see that this matter in Corinth was a sin being done in public knowledge, and that Paul rightly Judged it in public, even with him not being physically present: “For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,” – 1 Cor.5:3.]

     So: I feel this passage (Matt. 18) is dealing with an established fact of sin (though not common knowledge that it was done) of a very severe nature; and dealing with the steps when it is totally unrepentant  of by the sinner…starting out in private steps, and only at the very last it being made public. –  [BUT: I don’t however feel this is to address certain types of the most horrific sins against Torah/Scripture – even the sin(s) unto death. – For example: I don’t believe if someone is an axe-murderer that you are to go to them in private first!] – And all too often minor things, that should have been addressed by Levels 1 & 2 methods (above), are instead wrongly elevated to this Level 3 / Matthew 18 procedure.

 

The Matthew 18 process does not apply to every situation that is confronted by the Body of Messiah, it applies to specific problems only. Trying to incorrectly implement it in each and every case that comes up, especially for lesser infractions, it can cause not only confusion, undue strife, and also wrongful damage to the reputations of the accused, and It can and does cause strife in the entire Body of Messiah.

 

     AGAIN NOTE: When it is known that there are accusations being made against BOTH sides/parties, (against both the accusers and the accused), then at this point it must be addressed by either a Beit-Din (as Scripture outlines), and/or by Mark 5:21-24 being applied, but NOT by Matthew 18. As when there are also counter-accusations against the accusers-(whether the accusers felt these accusations are hearsay and/or valid accusations or not)– then immediately the accusers have a responsibility to recuse themselves from being ‘judges’, and a Beit-Din must then be called (if both sides can’t work it out with Mark 5:21-24 being attempted on their own.) – One reason is if those accusations have any merit at all, but are not addressed by a FULL disclosure process – then the entire actions of the original accusers become invalid from that point on. Scripture demonstrates that one cannot be a witness against the accused, and then also sit as a judge over them, - and double that if there are also counter-accusations against the judges themselves. Whether these are/were valid accusations that are being made against themselves or not, is not for the judges themselves to determine. There is then no course of action permitted at this point for any Matthew 18 process to be allowed, and instead a Beit-Din type of process, with other oversight put in place, is required.

     FURTHERMORE: Accusations that could result in judgment, especially a severe judgment, for whatever reason, requires from Scripture that the accused be allowed to have witnesses in their behalf, to defend and/or observe the proceedings against them. One might think to say that there is no mention of the accused being allowed witnesses in Matthew 18. That however would be setting a stipulation/precedent from an argument of silence; as it does NOT say that they are to be REFUSED witnesses either! – Even logically we can see by forte’: Since prior Torah/Scripture states over and over that the accused ARE allowed, and it is even REQUIRED that they be ALLOWED, to have witnesses…then they can’t be withheld from them in any process against accused Believers. Why would Matthew 18 not say they are allowed witnesses then?...Answer that with: Why would it have to say that they are allowed?!...All of Israel already knew that accused were allowed witnesses – either in their defense, and/or to observe the proceedings. – [Even in a Matthew 18 process this is to be allowed then, AT LEAST and especially in/by stage two. - I would question who would even dare to say accused Believers can NOT have witnesses in their defense, or to simply have them present to observe the proceedings, especially if they feel that they themselves have been wronged by their accusers – regardless!

     SO AGAIN: In a Matthew 18 process, if one has disclosed to ANYONE – anyone outside of the accuser(s) themselves - that they were even in that particular process with them at all, at any period of time before you actually bring them before the Congregation in the very final step, and especially if this process was disclosed from a very early point on to any people outside of: The accusers, the two or three taken to establish by the accusers, and the accused – then it is NOT a valid Matthew 18 process.

 

-JUDGMENT LEVEL FOUR-
THE BEIT-DIN / HOUSE OF JUDGMENT:
 Mark 5:21-24 ¶  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be IN DANGER OF THE *JUDGMENT: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

     * [2920 krisiv krisis kree'-sis perhaps a primitive word; TDNT-3:941,469; n f AV-judgment 41, damnation 3, accusation 2, condemnation 2; 48

      4) the college of judges (a tribunal of seven men in the several cities of Israel; as distinguished from the Sanhedrin, which had its seat at Jerusalem).] 

Mark 10:42-45 But Yeshua/Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise *lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

     *  [Strongs Gr. 2634: katakurieuw katakurieuo kat-ak-oo-ree-yoo’-o - from 2596 and 2961; TDNT-3:1098,486; v  - AV-exercise   dominion over 1, overcome 1, be lord over 1, exercise lordship over 1; 4  - 1) to bring under one’s power, to subject one’s self, to subdue, master - 2) to hold in subjection, to be master of, exercise lordship over]

1 Tim.5:19-20 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.

1 Thess. 3:14-15 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.-[NOTING a less severe punishment of shunning, or a disfellowship with a view to his repentance; but NOT an excommunication, or a final cutting off.]
 

This Level Four, a Beit-Din-(House of Judgment), is equated to a Pastor and Elders of a Congregation, or the Elders of a Congregation, having a guilty, or accused of being guilty, person(s) brought before it. This I believe also would be the step that is taken if the sins of a person were not done in secret (it was at least somewhat common knowledge) and were not just an offense against an individual(s) being done in private. [NOTE: There are certain exceptions to this, but this I’m saying these are cases in general that would be addressed here.] - This would also be where many of the most serious, as well as lesser but still serious, violations of Torah/Scripture would start to be addressed. – The one taking the party before the Beit-Din must have evidence and/or two or three witnesses, and in the case of Eldership it is mentioned that it is required that the accusers have two or three witnesses-(in addition to solid evidence; and/or perhaps having a lack of solid evidence?-A case by case discussion needed here.)  The person/party being accused must also be allowed to have two or three (or more) witnesses in their defense. This court is to determine guilt if any, and which party is guilty, and/or what sin-(or type thereof) has or has not been committed. – I won’t elaborate on this Level 4 action, because this is what many are already familiar with, since this is what all to often things/cases are brought up before that should have instead been handled in one of the other prior (previously mentioned Levels) methods that Scripture prescribes. – This is the lesser of two levels of Judgment (three by way of later explanation) that Israel had in Biblical times, as we see in Scripture. – These were: An Elder of the 70, a Beit-Din, a partial Sanhedrin, and a full Sanhedrin Judgment seats in Biblical Israel. There was also a before the entire House of Israel Judgment for horrific public violations of Torah/Scripture (more on this following). This Beit-Din Judgment seat could have various punishments enacted for sins of these types of offenses; for example: Adultery; theft; false-witness; assault; heresy and false doctrine; etc...; enacting punishments up to and including a ‘dis-fellowship’–(perhaps likened to a removal from the camp); but in cases of sins unto death-(the most horrific violations of Torah)-then in most of those cases I believe these would be referred to the full Sanhedrin for a trial. – And exception would be heresy and false-doctrine that would be publicly exposed here at Level 4, and the person shunned. – Regardless: One must not be a ruler as the nations who lords it over the people; but as a Leader of the Body of Messiah who is humble, and one judging in righteous Judgment – allowing the Authority of YAH in Messiah Yeshua to work THROUGH you, as a yielded vessel unto Him, from the Top-down, being led of The Holy Spirit / Ruach-HaKodesh of YHVH, and not trying to get Heaven to rubber-stamp them from the bottom-Up in a ruling or authority self-presumed to have sprung from themselves. – In the Greek it literally says and which is the way YAH’s Authority works: Whatsoever you bind/loose shall be HAVING-BEEN bound/loosed in Heaven. – And NOT the other way around (look it up)!

     NOTE: ‘Inner-Congregational’ itself is a term that needs to be looked at. When someone is “excommunicated” from one Congregation, it then becomes a matter for the Body of Messiah in general, as then the other local Congregations must review the excommunication to determine if it was just and followed Torah/Scripture, so that they also might acknowledge and stand by it. – But if one says these persons were only “dis-fellowshipped”, or shunned, and that only from this one particular Congregation, then this ALSO becomes a matter for the Body of Messiah in general, as they are now no longer members of that Congregation they were sent from, - yet it is acknowledged by that Congregation that they still are considered as being Members of the Body of Messiah (i.e.: not excommunicated in the most severe sense of the word) wherever they may now abide. – So an ‘inner-Congregational only matter’ then would only involve a matter that was truly ‘inner’, with all the parties shunned or not, still remaining members of and/or attending that Congregation, and so then directly under accountability to that Congregation they remain in and under.

 

-JUDGMENT LEVEL FIVE-
THE SANHEDRIN AND IT’S RULINGS OF THE MOST SEVERE MATTERS AND SIN/VIOLATION OF TORAH.

 Mark 5:21-24 ¶  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the Judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be IN DANGER OF THE *COUNCIL: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

     *  [4892 sunedrion sunedrion {Hebrew: Sanhedrin} soon-ed'-ree-on from a presumed derivative of a compound of 4862 and the base of 1476; TDNT-7:860,1115; n n AV-council 22; 22

   2a) the Sanhedrin, the great council at Jerusalem, consisting of the seventy one members, viz. scribes, elders, prominent members of the high priestly families and the high priest, the president of the assembly. The most important causes were brought before this tribunal, inasmuch as the Roman rulers of Judaea had left to it the power of trying such cases, and also of pronouncing sentence of death, with the limitation that a capital sentence pronounced by the Sanhedrin was not valid unless it was confirmed by the Roman procurator.]

 

This, the Sanhedrin, in Scripture was the full Judgment seat. This would equate to an intra-Congregational Judgmental action, brought before an “Apostolic board of Pastors/Leaders” (as some call it), or before the entire Messianic community Leadership (as in all or many Denver Messianic Pastors of Congregations, or all Colorado Messianic Pastors for example). (While this might need qualifying additional comments on an individual basis/cases at times)…This is for the MOST serious violations of Torah/Scripture, sins unto death -(and as John mentions in his Epistle I believe this would be the context, and what he was speaking about.); and also where heresy and false-doctrine is exposed-(but that can also be done in Level 4, and in Level 6 following)…

 

     ALSO NOTE: That the actions of one Congregation, can/must be held up to the Light of Scripture by those outside of that Congregation – if it is believed that Scripture wasn’t followed correctly, was misapplied, and/or that a judgment was given outside of what Scripture allows for, can be shown in several places in Scripture Itself….

     One example is in Acts 15: When certain men from Judea, Pharisees who were Believers, were teaching to a Gentile-(comprised of at least in part)-Congregation(s) in Antioch, that they needed to be circumcised to be saved: This resulted in a great dispute, and Believers were then sent to Jerusalem to the Apostles and Elders to settle the matter. – This was then in effect, a Sanhedrin (Beit-Din) type of a ruling on a teaching that was being done in another location. Now: Had that Congregation(s) in Antioch accepted that false teaching, it still would have been false….nor would it have simply been an ‘inner-Congregational matter’ just because it was (wrongfully) accepted by that Congregation’s Beit-Din/Elders/Leadership. – Thus it was rightfully so then taken to a higher oversight court in Jerusalem. –

     While there isn’t any such established Congregational oversight in place in most States amongst Messianic Congregations in general that is recognized by all Congregations at this time, yet that doesn’t mean that there shouldn’t be. (Some Christian denominations do have such a formal structure over their Churches - such as the Assembly Of God Congregations.)

 

-JUDGMENT LEVEL SIX-
BEFORE THE ENTIRE BODY FOR THE MOST SEVERE PUBLIC VIOLATIONS OF TORAH AND FOR HERESY / FALSE DOCTRINE:
 

Just because there isn’t such a 'Sanhedrin' Beid-Din board (Level 5 above) in place; or when it was called for it is/was refused; or even if it is never called for to begin with…that is NOT the end of any recourse for Believers in seeing that YHVH’s Word is faithfully enacted. Where there is no formal ‘Sanhedrin’, but a matter has been made public to one degree or another, then the Body of Messiah can be and is a Sanhedrin in and of itself...Yet: ONLY as Led of YHVH in Ruach HaKodesh in Messiah Yeshua….

 

Num. 25:6-13 ¶  And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand; And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel. And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. And YHVH/(the-LORD) spake unto Moses, saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned My wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for My sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him My covenant of peace: And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his Elohim/(God), and made an atonement for the children of Israel.

1 Cor. 5:3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,

1 Tim. 3:10-11 A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.

 

So in giving examples of this then we see also: The Prophets who were moved by YAH in Tanakh to confront wrong actions that were done contrary to Scripture by ‘spiritual leaders’. – If there is a lack of a process for accountability, even for those in a leadership position in any particular Congregation, that does not absolve those Leaders from being held accountable to Scripture and YAH. – In those cases, YAH can use whatever Believers He chooses and Leads to address serious matters, including those matters that lack both oversight and that have digressed from His Word. – In fact: This is one of the very earmarks of True Prophetic ministry (even though that is sometimes abused by those whose actions are mingled in the flesh.) –

     And again: The example in Torah we see above of Phinehas: He rose up in so much passion for YAH and His Word, that he alone became a Judge and an executioner all in a moments time. – Yet he wasn’t rebuked nor judged for his actions-(of being a ‘Sanhedrin of one’ if you will), but rather he was blessed by YHVH for what he did. –(Of course a key here is: He was Led of YAH in what he did.).

 

As shown in the (few of several) Scriptural examples above, we also note that anything done in public in front of the Body of Messiah –(especially by Leadership of the Body of Messiah: As Scripture holds them to a higher example and accountability, and what they do is more in public and has more of an influence on the Body than non-Leadership)- of a horrific violation of Torah/Scripture (examples): Such as the public teaching of obvious major false-doctrine; or publicly known-(unrepented of, or ongoing, or having tried to cover it up by deception and lying)-things such as: homosexuality;  adultery; murder; etc… In these cases the Body Itself, or an individual thereof, is allowed, even commanded, to rebuke the sin/sinner in public…and that without first there being a Beit-Din or a Sanhedrin ruling. - (Although specific punishments may still be enacted by a Beit-Din or a Sanhedrin.) – And anything of these grave (if verified and in public) types of severe Doctrinal or horrific sin-violations should cause the offending-person(s) to be shunned, dis-fellowshipped, or excommunicated –(in degree depending on the severity)- by all and that immediately. -[NOTE: While this could require more qualifying comments; I think you get the general idea presented here.] –

     So we note then: In most all, probably even in every case (is there perhaps some exceptions?...perhaps some cases might require further discussion), where there is not a 'Sanhedrin' Beit-Din oversight board in place; or a hearing is not called/allowed, &/or in established and public extreme cases, then the Body of Messiah and its individual members as Led of YHVH in the Ruach HaKodesh (The Holy Spirit) according to the Word, becomes as a Sanhedrin unto itself, so to speak, and doesn’t require a separate trial-(again: Excepting perhaps at times for enacting of specific punishments). - REGARDLESS: Whosoever is Truly lead of YHVH to speak, let them speak!

 

-JUDGMENT LEVEL SEVEN-
-YHVH ELOHIM: THE ALMIGHTY AND FINAL JUDGE! -
 

Having said all the above; again: Let me stress not to do anything just by rote/formula; nor without having first sought and prayed for YHVH’s Perfect Will, and to be Led of His Holy-Spirit/Ruach-Kodesh. While man is not perfect, yet in Scripture we are told: Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. – Matthew 5:48.  If one is listening to YHVH, seeking His Will, and walking Led of His Spirit; and not in the flesh nor in their own understanding; being humble and not in pride – then I believe all Judgment rulings in that sense will be “perfect”. - But let the judge(s) and all fear – for ONE is our Judge, even the Judge of all: YHVH Elohim!
.

 

Shalom b’ Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH ET-HaDavar Elohim. Amaine v’amaine.

 

 

SUMMARY:
JUDGMENT: (FROM THE GREATER TO THE LESSER)…
 

YHVH ELOHIM – JUDGE OF ALL.

THE ENTIRE BODY OF MESSIAH.

THE SANHEDRIN.

THE BEIT-DIN.

MATTHEW 18 & MARK 5. –IN PRIVATE & ONE ON ONE.

1 CORINTHIANS 6 – CIVIL.

ROMANS 14. – DISPUTABLE.

 

FOUNDATIONAL:
 

FORGIVENESS.

BEING LED OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

AGAPE LOVE.

 
 =================================================================

Yeshua HaMashiach Hu YAH ET-HaDavar Elohim ~[image: image2.jpg]


~ ישהוא המשיח הוא יה את-הדבר אלוהים
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As for me and my house we will serve YHVH.
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We as members of the Body of Messiah need to love and cherish ALL of God's Holy Word The Bible! [O.T.]: The Torah as strands of gold that glue our broken clay-vessel back together, and that are woven into the very fabric of the universe. The Ketuvim as music that flows from the Tabernacle of David that had fallen and then been lifted-up; The Nivi’im as the resounding of the sound of the Shofar from Heaven that both cuts and heals; Brit HaChadashah [N.T.]: as the Shamash that lit the Menorah of the universe and sheds Light on all men. And then let Ruach HaKodesh [The Holy Spirit] of YHVH Elohim/God lead & constrain & restrain us by His Word in the way we should go. Only then will we be able to discern the words of all men, - whether they are words that are as the moon which reflect the Light of the Word of YHVH Elohim and give Him glory, - or are words that are empty and dry as a river-bed in a drought. 


